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Iran —westward ho again?

FROM CHAITANYA KALBAG

TEHERAN, JAN. 22.-—“‘1’111& he told the visiting Indian Sadr may vet prove the cata- ment stamted turning towards
eccnicmy can’t get any worse”. Linance Minister, Mr R. Ven- Iyst in ushering in a softer line the T&m*d World because the
say businessmen in Tehersn. Kabtaraman, last year that Iran ip Iranian politics. He is cousi- anti-West feelings then were
But the isclation the Iranians would do weil to follow India's’ dered to be “pro-West” by the runuing high. [ndia naturaily

brought upon themselves, most planning system. Mullahs who  oppose him. al- topped the list because of her
peeple agree, could have been But Bani-Sadr. who was edu- tlmrme:h he has Avatollah Kho-  mon-alignment, self-sufficienc
Casily averted. The release of cated in France and taught eco- meini’s blessings. ‘and szeographical  proximity.
the US hostases may reopen ' nomics at the Sorbonue Uni- © This broad policy. acquired a
the gates to the West and one versity, is believed to be be- It may be npossible, there- sense of urgency after trade
Conntry that can lose out as a hind the decision to nationalise fore, that Ivanian trade inte- samotions were imposed in the
reu't is Tndia. banks and industries whose rests will swing back towards wake of the hostage crisis.

Hardliners in the Islamic owners had fled after the revo- the West, because even today al-
R“Dl'bl'can Partv (IRP). which luticn.. In late Decsmber, 1979 most all of the merchandise Earlier, in June, 1979, the
‘Ominates the Iranian  Majlis. he masterminded a large-scale one sees heve is imponted from  fivst trip the Iranian Commerce
' bv - Ayatollah Mohammad bank merger and the elimina- the West, albeit illegally. The A Minister, Reza Sadr. made was
qh*i tha chief iustice and ‘tionm of bank interest in accor «only Indian product that rules to India at the head of a large

chief and Hojatoleslam dance with Islamic norms. | —before and after the revoln- delegation. During the 1l-dav
A ‘\ v Hashemj Rafsaniani. the When Mehdi Bazargan’s - tion—is a Lata Mangeshkar trip, a broad agreemint was

Maitis cpeaker, are kmown #o  terim cabinet resigmed ofter somgs (her voice can be heard reached om  co-operation in
© considerably svmpathetic to  the hostage capture, Bani-Sadr trilling on  Avenue Mossadeo’s trade and mdustry. The retur-
Words  ndja. Wur  Presidemt  took over as Miuister of Tico- pavements from many  stalla ning delegation stimulafed Ira-
A“’"‘Hacaw Bani-Sadr is urt nomy and Finance. The lecding gelling pre-recorded cgsseftes). . : : .

Such an India-lover. although moderate in Iran todag. Baoe The = revolutionxmy govern» - Continued on. Page 4 Col 7



Iran goes ‘west’

"Continued from Page 1 Col 4
nian importers’ in Im-
dia.

Early last year.

interest

! Iran Jeep
(formerly a subsidiary of Geme-
ral Motors) finalised a deal

with Bombay’s: Mahindra and
Mahindra for the supply of
4,000 jeeps. A Mahindra dele-
gation recently visited Iran and
the two parties are in regular
touch. Iran Jeep wants the
Mahindras te supply 15,000
jeeps more until 1984. The to-
tal wvalue of this deal would
exceed Rs 85 crores. But the
Mahindras do not have the
capacity to meet the demand.
A joint project is, therefore,
being envisaged. ;
Negociations are also in pro-
gress wimi ‘lewco and Leyland
Movors tor tie supply 0f buses.
Tne initial proposal is to puc-
chase at leasi 2,000 buszs, with
an eventual coliaboration and
transfer of technology after a
number of years (the busss on
Iran’s roads are either Merce-
des-Benz . or Leyland - now).
Simultaneously, negotiations
with the Teleran bus company.
Sherkatevahid and with Iran
National (former Benz collabo-
raters) are going on for the
supply of over 4,000 buses.
Iven before the revolution,
Iran was importing bicycles
from India., But enquiries have
shot .up after the war., with
petrol rationing forcing more
and more people to pedal their
way to work. An Iramian dele-
gation recently visited India
and went around some bicycle
factories in Delhi, Panipat, Lu-
dhiana, and Lalpura. Hero. At-
las and  Roadmaster ars the
three brands most in demand,
and Jihade Sazindagi (the re-
construction crusade), a parallel
government organisation that
possesses huge funds and. su-
pervised by Khomeini, under-
takes rural development is in-
terested in buying 10.000 bicy-
cles, In the case of bicycles,
too. Iran’s ultimate aim is-to oy
in for fransfer of technolcgy.
One product in high demand

" the Iranian<’

in Iran today is an agricultural
pumpset and India has stepped
into. this gap in a big way. A
deal was recently finalised for
the supply of 5,000 Kirloskar
diesel engines ' valued at over -
Rs 2.6 croves. Jihade Sazindagi,
which is the body importing
pumpsets, is interested im buy-
mg mare.

The - war produced a soarmng
demand for tents and blankets
for the estimated three muil-
lion refugees. Unfortunately,
India’s tent prices were found
to be too high and the order
went to Pakistan. But earlv in
1980, Jihade Sazindagi secured
a surply of 10.000 tents
threveh « the Srta'te Tradlmg Cor-
poration.

Iran was also inrt‘emest/éd'L m
buying sugar and rice from In-
dia, but were toid that enough
surplus capacity did not exist
to meat their requirements. But
the Iramian Ministry of Agri-
culture, whose subsidiary, the
meat orgamsaticn, iz jn charge
of importing meat (which used
to come mainly from Denmark
and Australia) secured three
Indian c<“ipments of buffalo
meat, torailling 15,000 tonnes,
earlier this momth. Negotiations
are on for the import of Indian

wheag,
The Iranian Red Crescent
recently finalised a deal with

Krishna Weellen Mi'ls. Bomh-y
for the supply of 2 lakh blan-
kets. A quarter of the rrder
has alreadv been shipv~d. A
further order for 4 lakh blan-
kats ig renortedly in the win--

linz. “We're submercved wi'h
requirements,” says M. S. Ma-
lik, firet secretarv

a’ 5
in the Indian embassy in Tehe
ran.

Whiather this boem will lest
throweh 1981 is in doubt oi-en
nredilention for
westarn  nroducts. Tn coite of
anti-Americen gentiment hein~
whinped v bv the clerow wiei
tors onickly reach a nmenimeoae
crmcohicion e Whoen Tranians die
they go to America.
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