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Winning the Vote of
‘Overconfidence

Politics was reduced to raucous pandering: if Modi’s speech was short of a clearer
vision of New India, Rahul did not lay out a blueprint for a transfer of power either
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Chaitanya Kalbag,
Commentator

t says a lot about Narendra Modi’s
absence of apprehension over Fri-
day’s no-confidence motion in the
Lok Sabha that the same day the for-
eign ministry announced his visit to

that he is, Modi referred frequently to
notes. He was long on reiteration, rhetoric
and recrimination. Although his recent
speeches have been billed as curtain-rais-
ers for the arduous campaign for the gen-

economy’s problems — the slow creation of
skilled jobs, rising inflation and oil prices, low
exports, and the bad-loans precipice our banks
are teetering on —all require a non-partisan con-
sensus. Minus that, citizens will use their votes to

the Ministry of Agriculture boasted that “Milk
production has grown by 23.69% in 2014-18 as
compared to UPA’s 2010-14.” Give us a break —
and also please note that our population now
exceeds1.35billion.

Rwanda, Uganda and South Africa. He  eralelection, thisonewasshortofaclearer  telegraph theirangst. Most worrying is the “mobocracy” that the
will be away during the first full week of  vision of New India. Supreme Court warned of this week: a dysto-
the monsoon session, which could be the Move Beyond “Sawa pian landscape of disaffect-
last of the 16th Lok Sabha if Modi calls  Opposition’s Shop-windowisOpen, SauCrore™ 2 ed young Indian. As Bipin
early elections. But the Lights are Not On We are well into the NDA’s The government is Bihari, Maharashtra’s addi-
The prime minister will travel fresh  But then Modi was mainly responding to fifth year in power, but the . set to launch an tional director general of po-
Rahul Gandhi’s (also) long speech, which  prime minister and his ambitious health lice, told The Indian Express:

ended with the inexplicable hug and wink  speechwriters have been pl an. but the “When a mob comprises un-

from a politician who aspires to be India’s  trapped for months in com- A2 employed; illiterate and

next leader. The Amul ad (“Embracing or  paring the first four years of econom_y S problems those battling poverty, it

embarrassing?”) summed up the social-  this government with the require a non- manifests itself in a mostly

mediasauce thatnowspicesupeveryevent last four years of the UPA. partisan consensus violent way. They have anger

in our lives. Gandhi spoke about the influ-  Sometimes this obsession is ; against the government,

 ence of the Sangh parivar and the smoke-

and-mirrors claims of the government, but
he did not lay out a blueprint for a transfer

absurd: earlier this week,

trying to explain how it was coping with an out-

various establishments and

the society at large, and this pent-up anger

putglutthathas made milk cheaperthanbottled finds an outlet in a group that is faceless and

of power. water and brought grief to farmers in Gujarat, anonymous.” B

ez
6%@ From BharatMatrimony

Matrimony
ELITE GROOMS

ELITE BRIDES

Rahul hugging Modi in Parliament on Friday

from his triumph over a rag-tag coalition
of opportunism. In Johannesburg for the
BRICS summit, Modi will be speaking
close on the heels of Barack Obama, who
delivered the Nelson Mandela Annual
Lecture. Obama spoke about “a politics
of fear and resentment and retrenchment
(that) began to appear, and that kind of
politics is now on the move. It’s on the
move at a pace that would have seemed
unimaginable just a few years ago”.
Modi’s Lok Sabha speech ran for 90
minutes, the same length as Obama’s, but
the two orations were far apart in vision
and statesmanship. Both summed up the
worlds we live in, but one was lofty and
cautionary and the other populist and

pugilistic.

Politics as a Spectator Sport
Fresh out of football and tennis, if we were
glued to our television sets hoping formem-
orable oratory and sparkling vision, we
were instead regaled by hours of raucous
pandering to the lowest common deroga-
tion from both the opposition and treasury
benches. Tidal waves of taxpayers’ money
have financed one unproductive parlia-
mentary session after another, and this one
promises to be no different. .
Surprisingly for the effortless speaker

A harbinger of opposition unity the de-

‘bate was not. The no-confidence motion

was moved by the Telugu Desam Party,
which has exited bitterly from the ruling
coalition, but the numbers were always
stacked in favour of the NDA. It was a grand
stand for the recently elevated president of
the Congress party.

The abstentions by the Biju Janata Dal,
the Shiv Sena, and the Telangana Rashtra
Samithi, and the support of the All India
Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam, meant
that Modi could mockingly invite his oppo-
nents to bring another no-trust motion
against him in 2024.

But it Won't be a Cake-walk

One parliamentary motion does not neces-
sarily presage a landslide election victory.
The Modi government is set to launch an
ambitious universal health plan, but the
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MUMBAI BASED
INVESTMENT BANKER,
31, 5ft 8", Agarwal. B.Tech
IIT Delhi, MBA from USA.
Family has a net worth in
crores. Looking for a
likeminded and well
educated match in India.
Contact: 7550038196

DUBAI BASED
BUSINESSMAN, 28, 5ft
9", Sindhi. Father owns a
Petrochemicals Business in
Guinea (S.A). Family has a
multicrore net worth.
Looking for a .likeminded
and well educated match in
India/ Abroad. Contact:
7092511222

CHANDIGARH BASED-

BUSINESSMAN, 25,
6ft 1", Khatri, Graduate.
Family has a net worth in
crores. Looking for a
compatible and well
educated match in India/
abroad. Contact:
8882654550

DELHI BASED SENIOR
ANALYST, 33, 5ft 7",
Agarwal. CA, CS, CFA and

‘CIMA. Father has retired

from Coal India Ltd. Family
has a net worth in crores.
Looking for a likeminded
and well educated match in
India/ Abroad. Contact:
8939826820
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BANGALORE BASED
ENTREPRENEUR, 31,
6ft 2", Brahmin. MBA from
IIM Bangalore. Father is a
well known Businessman
with a net worth of several
crores. Looking for a
compatible and well
educated match from any
Brahmin community in
India/ Abroad. Contact:
7092788999

USA BASED MANAGER,
32, 5ft 11", Brahmin.
Masters in Management.
Father is a working
professional. Family is
financially well off. Looking
for a suitable match from
any community in USA.
Contact: 7550038196

BANGALORE BASED
DIRECTOR OF AN MNC,
29, 5ft 6", Brahmin. M.S
Engineering Management
RMIT University,
Melbourne, Australia.
Father is a Doctor. Family
has a good net worth.
Looking for a likeminded
and well educated match
preferably from any metro.
Contact: 7092511222

HYDERABAD BASED
SOFTWARE
PROFESSIONAL, 28,
5ft 11", Kamma, MBA.
Working in USA. Family is
financially well off. Looking
for a compatible and well
educated match in USA
only. Contact: 7092344555

MUMBAI BASED CEO,
30, 5ft, Gujarati Rajput.
MSc from Singapore
University. Father is a
Director of Suzlon Group of
companies. Looking for a
likeminded and well
educated match. Contact:
7550038192

DELHI BASED FASHION
DESIGNER, Jain, 26, 5ft
4", B.A.Hons. Fashion
Design from Pearl
Academy of Fashion, New
Delhi. Father is a well
known Businessman with a
net worth of several crores.
Looking for a well educated
match from any
community in India/
Abroad. Contact:
9310065725

MUMBAI BASED
BUSINESS ANALYST,
27, 5ft 4", Rajput. MBA
from a Premier Institute.
Father is a Businessman
with a net worth in crores.
Looking for a well educated
match in India/ Abroad.
Contact: 7550038196

DELHI BASED
PROFESSIONAL
PHOTOGRAPHER, 26,
5ft 2", Khatri. Post
graduate. Family is into
Business with a net worth
in crores. Looking for a well
educated match from any
community. Contact:
9310065725

Exclusive matchmaking service for the elite
(') Call us: 1800 200 4433
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AHMEDABAD BASED
ENTREPRENEUR, 30, 5ft
5", Gujarati/Patel, MBA.
Business has a turnover of
Rs. 500 crores. Looking for
a compatible and well
educated match from any
community in India.
Contact: 7092344555

HYDERABAD BASED
ENTREPRENEUR, 24,
165 cms, Arya Vysya.
Masters from Singapore.
Father is a Businessman
with net-worth in crores.
Looking for a compatible
match from the same
community in India/
Abroad. Contact:
7550038192

USA BASED PRODUCT
MANAGER, 30, 5ft 4",
Bengali, B.Tech, MS and
MBA. Father is a
Pediatrician. Family is
financially well off. Looking
for a compatible and well
educated match from the
same community in India/
Abroad. Contact:
7092788999

BANGALORE BASED
SOFTWARE ENGINEER,
28, 5ft 2", Devanga.
B.Com, PGDM. Mother
owns a Kinder garden
school in Bangalore.
Looking for a well educated
match preferably from any
metro in India. Contact:
7550038196




