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‘August is themonth of revolution,”
PrimeMinister Narendra Modi said
inhismonthlyradio talk a few days
ago. Wednesday was the 75th anni-
versaryof thelaunchof the Quit
India movementagainst British colo-
nialrule, and Modi talked about the
five-yearjourney from sankalp (in-

tention) to siddhi(achievement)to in-

dependence in August 1947,

Modi, India’sfirst prime minister to
beborn in independent India, is very
good atobservinganniversaries. We
have a well-stocked pantheon of he-
roes and heroines to commemorate,
morenumerous than thered-letter
festival dayson our calendars,and
Modi has invoked many of them. “We
havetomake 2017 a year of resolve,”
he said inhisMann ki Baat talk, call-
ingforamovementtorida NewIndia
of dirt, poverty, corruption, terror-
ism, casteism, communalism, and re-
ligious intolerance over the next five
yearsto thenextmilestone: the 75th
anniversary of independence in 2022,

Why arewemakingsomuchof -
Indiaat70goingon 75?7 Is itmore sig-
nificant than India at60, or India at 50,
orlookingahead atIndiaat100? This
isafairquestion,and Iremembered

thatTuesdwwasﬂle'TBthbirmm

usremember thatall ouraccomplish-
mentsare in the past. Leadership,
however, isabout the future and it is
abmxtchange. Leadershipisabout
hope,” Prahalad said.

He said India would need economic
strength and technological vitality
Wereqaundatleastmz_(ﬂljjmmﬂlbnwl

sal education. Prahalad, whodied in
2010, listed several audacious goals
for2022. Among them were: at least *
100list (thelast timeIchecked wehad
only seven in the Fortune 500list,
with Indian Oil at 161); and that India
mustaccount forat least 10% of glob-
altrade ] figuresshow
Indiaaccounted for 2% in 2015).
Amongother big goals was the wish
thatIndia should become a world
leader in innovation and new technol-
ogy This would be great, but do we re-
alistically think we are goingtobe
home tothenext Google or Facebook
or WhatsApp within thenext five
years? Our start-ups seem to be con-
tentwith copying oradapting exist-
ingmodels. It is well-nigh impossible
tocarry out anational auditof there-
search our universitiesand institu-
tions produce; my guessisthatacon-
siderable proportion will turnout to
beunoriginal or plagiarised. The

urged

ti-plagiarism software tocatch fraud-
ulentscholars, but youdon't hearany
namingand shaming.

Four days before heretired, Vice
President Hamid Ansaritold law
graduates in Bangalore that plural-
ismand secularism were essential for
India’s Religious minori-
ties constitute 19.4% of the popula-
tion, Ansarinoted. Inhisthought-
provokingspeech, peppered with
citations, Ansari argued strongly for
tolerance, compassion, and inclusive-
ness. The ive was unpalata-
ble, headded: “There isevidence to
suggest that wearea polity at war
with itself in which the process of
emotional integration has faltered
and isindireneed of reinvigoration.
Onone planeisthequestion of our
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Couched in
careful lan-
guage, Ansa-
ri's farewell speech
was an indictment of

our political class

commitment to Rule of Law that
seems tobe under serious threat aris-
ingoutof thenoticeabledecline inthe
efficacy of the institutionsof the

UPHOLDING VALUES

Forget the
o

nitpicks: next
week, we

will be celebrating 70

years of democracy

«lieves we have five more yearstoerase

communalism, casteism and reli-
gious intolerance and become the
world'sbenchmark on how tocope
wnhd:wrsin;doyouhmhlghhopes
we will succeed'

Ansari, who moxethanPranab
Mukherjee was anoccasional voice
of conscience, will bemissed. We can
look forward now tosome hagiogra-
phy: Modi released a book of
Venkaiah Naidu'sspeechesand arti-
clesjustas thenew vice president was
elected. Twomonthsago Naidu, are-
lentlesscheeﬁeaderﬁ)rtbepnme

ofPOke aboutMODI, the

Developed India. Last

OcmberhereleasedabmkmModi’s
| . ‘Midastouch’ inforeign policy
Wi % Couched in careful
£ Ansari'sfarewell speech wasan in-
§ dictmentof ourpolitical class: Itis
z possibleto be depressed by the depths

= towhichthisclasscan descendin its
State, lapsesintoarbitrarydecision-  pursuitof power—whetheritisa
makingand even ‘ochlocracy’ormob  Nitish Kumar, who has shredded the
rule,and theresultant publicdisillu-  last vestige of political morality the
sionment”. If our primeministerbe-  opposition could pretend to believe

m.orinsthesmdldshmamganstbat
ended in the early hours of the Quit
Indiaanniversary with Ahmed
Patel'sre-electiontoafifthtermasa
Congressmember of theRajya Sabha
from Gujarat.
Andyet, both Modiand Congress
Sonia Gandhi stood upin
the Lok Sabhalater that day tospeak
about the freedommovement and the
idealsthat fired men and women
three-quartersof acentury ago. Modi
stuck tothe seriptfrom hisMann ki
Baat talkand ended withaseriesof
pledgeshesaid every citizen should
take, which were emblazoned in full-
pagenewspaper advertisements that
morning. Sonia Gandhidweltatsome
lengthon thesufferings of Congress
leaders from Jawaharlal Nehruon
duringtheagitation. Sheadded that
the ‘powersof darkness'that were out
todestroy secularismand freedom of
speechmust be defeated. Thiswas
twodaysafter Jairam Ramesh said in
aninterview that the Congress party

HARDLY A DEMOCRACY
Our neigh-
bours have
fared much
worse;noPMin -
Pakistan has lasted
afullterm

faced an existential crisis (“Thesul-
tanate has gone but we behave asif we
were sultansstill”) and must re-invent
itself. Many of ushave beensaying
thisforthreeyears.

Forget thenitpicks: next week, we
willbe celebrating 70 years of democ-
racy Thisisnomean feat, although
Western Europe, which rosefrom the
ruinsof waracouple of yearsbefore
the Union Jack was taken off ourflag-
poles, hasalsohad enduringdemocra-
cies, howeverflawed they may some-
timesappear. Ourneighboursin
South Asia have fared much worse; no
primeminister in Pakistan haslasted
afullterm, and coups, monarchies,
uprisingsand civil wars have bucked
and heaved around our borders.

These seven decades have been
marked, elsewhere in the world and at
leastonce inIndia, by an overall dis-
tastefortotalitarianism, although
North Korea has survived as an exem-
plarand now looms monstrously on
the horizon with itsnuclear arsenal.

Across the world, we have fared less
well againstauthoritarianism, which
thedictionary defines as “the enforce-
mentoradvocacy of strictobedience
toauthority at the expense of person-
alfreedom”, We will forget thisatour
own peril. Inhis 2007 speech, Prof.
Prahalad put this in stark terms:
“Justeconomiestrength and techno-
logical maturity isnotenough. We

‘know that the Soviet Union and Nazi

Germany had economic and techno-
logicalmuscle. They failed. Morality
isan integral part of leadership.”
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