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What Goes Around Comes Around: A Few Lessons
eecdesEye

CHAITANYA KALBAG

Spain hasembraced
and subsumed its
Islamic past, and this
holds lessons for

History isfascinating, It always cir-

clesaround. A lot of history isabout

culture and knowledge. Itisalso

aboutthe gaining and losing of pow-

er, therise and fall of empires, and
the cruelty that human beings have
inflicted on one another. The sad
thingis that we forget that we will
also be part of someone else’s histo-
ry, and that everything we do will
form part of anarrative. Will that

tale be a peacable continuum, or will

it consist of short, jerky, and angry
instalments? This is something we
should reflect on as we leap from
email to Facebook to Twitter to
Instagram and Snapchat.

Everything is discoverable. So what

will we leave behind?
Last week we celebrated Raksha

Bandhan in India; it was the start of

theannual festival season. Youare

fire, there are some disturbingrus-
tlesandnoises in the dark: Dalitsand
Patels whorefuse toquieten down,
cow-protectors whoare gettinga
hard time even from the prime min-
ister ever new examples of sedition—
andthereistheminorirritantof cur-
fews, pelletsand stone-peltersina
distant valley.

A Pew Research survey recently
found that Indiansareamong the
happiest in the world about their eco-
nomic situation. 80 per cent of
Indians believe the economy is doing
well. In contrast, 86 per cent of
Spaniards think their econorhy is
very weak.

SoitwasthatIreturnedfromatrip
tothe unhappy land of Spain feeling
distinctly bewildered. Throughout
August, as does most of Europe,
Spain takes a vacation. The tempera-

‘World Bank data show that foreign
tourists to India totalled 7.7million
in2014; the same year Spain drew

64.99million. Latest tourismdata
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The huge Sevilla cathedral
and the cathedral at
Cordoba are mosques
converted into cathedrals

"by the Catholics while

preserving large parts of
the original structures

show that between January and July;
Indiaattracted 4.9 million tourists.
Most of them were from Bangladesh.
On the World Economic Forum’s
Travel and Tourism
Competitiveness Index, India’s rank
among 141 countries has improved to
52nd in 2015from 65th in 2013. India
ranks 136th inairportdensity and
76th in terms of quality of roads.
Nitin Gadkari isdoinga greatjob
speeding up the construction of
roads inIndia. InSpain the average
speed on atwo-lanehighway is120
km per hour: Normal trains between
Madrid and Sevilla travel atan aver-
agespeed of 250 kmph.
Andaluciaisa good exampleof the

synthesis of history and religion.
For over seven centuries, from 711 to
1492, the Muslim Moors ruled the re-
gion. The Reconquista, or the centu-
ries-longfighting between Christian
and Muslim forces to gain control of
Spain, eventually ended with the
conquestof Granada in 1492.
Everywhere in theregion you find
streets, architecture and magnifi-
centstructures thatbear strong
Islamic influences. The huge Sevilla
cathedral and the cathedralat
Cordoba aremosques converted into
cathedrals by the Catholics while
preservinglarge partsof theoriginal
structures. The Alcazaba citadel and
the palace complex of the Alhambra
in Granada have been pillaged and
partially built over by Catholicmon-
archs. Starting in 1238, fortwoanda
half centuries, the Nasrid rulers

emperors built their most enduring
gardens inarid regions, creating
shining jewels in the midst of a sere
landscape. Spain hasembraced and
subsumed its Islamic past, and this
holdslessons for India, where we are
debasing our historical sites—a few
monthsagothe Taj Mahal was seen
turning green, literally, under the on-
slaught of droppings by insects
swarming in from the polluted
Yamuna. We squabble about wheth-
erthe Yamuna's floodplainsnear
Delhihave been destroyed by areli-
giousjamboree, but we are oblivious.
tothe heritage that we should be pre-
servingandenhancing for the world
toseeandenjoy

Isaid earlier that history comes
around. This is best illustrated by
the story of Christopher
Columbus's body. Weall know that
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