CHAITANYA KALBAG

Aril is the cruellest month, breeding)
-

Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing

Memory and desire, stirringl

Dull roots with Spring rain’
(TS. Eliot, The Waste Land)

April started with dairy farmer Pehlu
Khan's lynching on a national highway not
far from New Delhi, and ended with the kill-
ings of two alleged cow thieves by a lynch
mob in Assam's Nagaon district. The two
men were chased and beaten for five kilom-
eters. Two days later police had still not
madeany arrests,

" Youeould arguetheseare blips inacountry
aslargeasours. But thereareseriousspikes
inthenation'selectro-cardiogram too, main-
Iy inthe Kashmir Valley and the 106districts
intenstates terrorised by rag-tag ‘armies’ ol
Maoistmilitants,

If you look at a map of India, the Maoist-
dunlnﬂad(snmwomdwde&clnmled)
districts, which are all thickly forested
rich in natural resources, mfarlargerm
areqd than the Kashmir Division, which con-
stitutes just about 16% of Jammu and
Kashmir’s total area, and its population is
just about 0.6% of India's total. But both are
serious internal-security crises that have
been festeringfordecades, and the Narendra
Modi government, which is about to cele-
brate three years in power, hasn't been able

Although

togettogrips witheither problem.
said his shock November 2016 demon-
etization wasaimed, besides and

November-December alone), both the
Kashmiri uprising and Maoist outrages
have resurned in full force this

vear

The grim toll in Kashmir, where at least a
dozen terrorist attacks have occurred so far
in 2017, reached a grisly low point on May 1
when two Indian soldiers were killed and
beheaded on the Line of Control by
Pakistani infiltrators.

A week earlier inadisplay of home grown
barbarity, 25 Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) jawans guarding road-building
crews were slaughtered in an ambush by
about 300 heavily-armed Maoists in

's Sukma district. This clasely

released on April 19, says there hasbeen “un-

improvement in the LWE sce-
nario" since the Modi government took of-
fioe. The successes, it says are “a reflection
of the efficacy of operations being conduct-
ed by the [security forces] and the capacity
buildingmeasures undertaken by the MHA.
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without smart development and hard intelligence

We Oweit To Our
Jawans in CRPF

Thereportsays thankstothegovernment's
“developmental outreach” many LWE cad-
resare’ themainstream": 1,442
Mapists surrendered in 2016, up 411 % from
282in2013. But the MHA websitealsosaysa
total of 105 Maoist attacks occurred in
Chhattisgarh in the first three months of
2017, of a national total of 250. The minis-
try’s annual report also notes matter-of-
factly that because of a larger number of ci-
vilian deaths, the toll in Maoist attacks in
2016 rose to 278 fram 230 in 2015.

ciansfrom across the spectrum. (Not that we
havetowering thenational
stage - one was hard put to spot a credible
alternative to Modi when a rather bedrag:
gled bunchof oppositionfigures gathered in
Delhion May 1, the birth anniversary of so-
cialistleader Madhu Limaye).

So is there a way out of these dark laby-
rinths? K. Vijay Kumar, the police officer
who led the special task force that hunted
downand killed thenotorious forest hrigand
Veerappan in 2004, told me development —
spearheaded by good roads - waskey tofight-

Vijay Kumar, now an adviser to the Home
Ministry, pointed to the success of the
Saranda model. Saranda isa800-sq-km forest
inthe districtof Jharkhand.
In 2011, it was 036,500 Ho trihals in 56
villages — and to 25% of India’s prospected
Maoist cadres from Saranda after an 11-year

lanterns,
als'homes; healthfacilities and jobs underthe
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act, the major pro-
jectwasthe buildingof 11 roads, mostof them
vmxmrmﬁmﬁtumdshhamﬂt

(395 ‘incidents in 2016)and
l§)and been

Chhattisgarh
Jharkhand (323) are the

states, accounting for 68.5% of the 1,048 at-

tacks last year: Baﬂasmanmmhdhym

unambiguous response

was that the Army (in Kashmir) and para-
miljtary forces (in Maoist areas) are both
forces' that are sent in for limited

mﬂﬂnﬂorﬂwastsaldmmmsmmhm
hardopmtiom]imalliﬂanee that can
anly be mwidedbyapmpeﬁytrained.w]]
equipped, motivated and empowered local
policeforce. Hecited of Punjab,
where the tide turned against the Sikh insur-
gency in the mid-1980s when local police
forces were given strong leadership by offic-
ers likeJulio Ribeiroand KPS Gill.

Thisisunlikely tohappenany timesoon in
Kashmir; where leadership is in sorrowful
scarcity among the cardboard-cutout politi-

mx%mmmmm
of the CRPE sald he was concerned that
many jawans had been posted there for far
toolong. “Two years is ideal, three years is
unbearable, and four years is just terrible,”
hetoldme,

Even worse, the CRPF men fighting the
Mm_ meant to get six weeks m&m

and

tl'llnimnthappmhg. Kumar had spo-

kento CRPFjawans inthearea, and “fatigue
could have been a major factor”,

This has been true for the CRPF's men for

decades, little changed from the jawans Imet

in Manipur 37 years ago. The CRPF had
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