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Totems, Idols and Symbols: The Modi Almanac

3 Twice in the past four months, daystothe cleanliness drive, He's Maharashtraand Haryanavoteon  traffic in Gurgaon, Worli,
TheNeedle'sEye NarendraModihasspokenwithun-  promised towielda broom himself October 15. After yearsof waffling, ~ Ballygunge or Marathahalli.
alloyed pride and excitementashe on Thursday The same day he will the UPA doubled gas prices from Do you get the uneasy feeling that
stood amongour super-achieving alsolaunch his ‘Make in India’ cam- Aprill. Thatwasputonholdbythe  Modiisatrifle stretched, and that
spacescientists—at Sriharikotaon  paign. Around 3,000 CEOs have been Election Commission for three decisions on the economy are slow
June30,and on Wednesday whenthe invited tohearhim pledge tomake months, butthenewrulersinDelhi  incoming? ArunJaitley, whoruns
Indian Space Research Organisation theirbusinesseseasier by slashing got cold feet when the July 1 dead- three key ministries, is in poor
celebrated the success of our Mars through the “jungle of laws” (his line came up so they bought timefor health and was back in hospital this
orbiter Mangalyaan. “History has words)on labour, land, and environ- three moremonths. Now it'sa week, ostensibly for follow-ups.
been created today Youhavedaredto ment. He wants Indiatobea “zerode- September 80deadline. India’sgas =~ Threeministries handled by
reach out into the unknown and fect, zeroeffect’ manufacturing para- producers say they cannot pump Gopinath Munde (including water
haveachieved thenear-impossible,”  dise. That will take some doing. You E outanyatthe currentpriceof $4.20  and sanitation) were passed on his
hesaid. TheMarsmissioncostonlya needmassivescaletosparwiththe = per mmBtu (million British ther- death to Nitin Gadkari who now
little bitmore than Sandra Bullock manufacturingmuscle of the United Z malunits). The problem is that for runsfive big departments inall.
" madeforherrolein ‘Gravity’. Modi  States, China and Japan—whose ON MARS MISSION many months now, inthefaceof low Munde hasnotbeen replaced and
spoke of how ISRO had taken just leaders willall have separately sum- 5 demand and a supply glut, global we donothave a full-time defence
threeyears from conceptiontoexe-  mited withtheman from Vadnagar ~ Narendra Modi could  gespriceshavebeenatthatlevelor  minister with the Chinesenibbling
cution. He could have thanked his inSeptember. Thisisnotapipe i lower: How Modi tackles this atLadakh. It iscertainly less gov-
3 predecessorforfundingthedream  dream: HyundaihasmadeIndiaits  N@ve thanked his wretched issue willsignalhisatti-  ernment, but more governance?
Two and a half mil-  mission, butdidnot. Thatisaminor ~ small-carhub, exportingabouta tudetobothourcoddledstateoil ~ Thereisnonew chief economicad-
lennia ago. Chana- lapseof graceinanotherwiseinspi-  million-and-a-half unitsso far; but Dredecessor for companies as well as the private viser: the ‘new’ non-Planning
g0, rational and statesmanlike speech even the South Koreans, who proba- f d h power of Reliance or BP. Commission was rumoured but not
kya set down hun- thatissurefospurinterestinsci-  blyfacenastier trade unionsat unding the dream But wait—wearen'tdonewith  appointed: the head of the
3 ence, technologyand meritocracy ~  home, fret that settingup anew - | b tdd t symbolism. Theday after Gandhi’'s  Independent Evaluation Office,
dreds of aphorisSms  Modiisanunabashednationalist  plant inIndia takesaboutayearand MMISSION, DUL AIC NO birthday and twodaysafterhe’sre-  who had recommended the demise
whorevels in anniversaries, festi- a half. Modi wants to cleave thickets turned from his US trip, the still- of the Planning Commission, was
for Chandragupta  vals andotherRed LetterDays. of rulesandofferthe CEOsaone- ~ ButModiwillnotbeaddressinga fastingModi willreincarnate himself axed and his (recent) de-
Mau a One Of ISRO wasjustatrailerforthenext10 stophoptomanufacturingnirvana. = jointsessionof Congress, some- Franklin Roosevelt's famous fire- partment shut down; and the gov-
rya. crowdeddays, Onthe25ththeprime  Good luck tohim. thingthat the Presidentof Ukraine  sidechats. At11amon October3, ernment’s Performance
them was ‘Najkam  minister willmark Jana Sangh idol On Friday Modi leaves for New did last week. That'sbecauseUSpol- Modiwilllaunch his‘BaateinMan  Management office isalso headless,
i Deen Dayal Upadhyaya’sbirthanni-  York, where he isgoingtomeetprac- iticiansare preoccupied withtheir K7 (thoughtsfromtheheart)on All  asisthe Central Information
Chakmm pari jh-  versarybylaunchingtwobig,ambi- ticallyeveryIndian-Americanata  ownmid-termelections. India Radio. If you're wondering Commission, the apex Right to
.y tiousmissions. Hesayshehasasked  sold-out Madison Square Garden Yes—itall boilsdowntoelections. whyhe'sdoingthisonaFridayitis  Informationforum.
hramayati’— 0N  everygovernmentofficetobe and be beamed simultaneouslyto  Youcanjetaroundthe worldbutyou Vijaya Dashamior Dussehra,when  Twoandahalf millenniaago, the
WhEEl dOES not scrubbed and cleaned intheweekto  Times Square (eat yourheartout, cannot ignore the voters at home, Goddess Durga slayed the buffalo- wise and clever Chanakya set down
October2, Mahatma Gandhi'sbirth ~ Bruce Springsteen), visit Ground Nor can you forget thescareearlier  demon. Hundreds of youngpeople  hundreds of aphorisms for
move [the chariot] anniversary, when he is going to Zeroand Central Park, speakatthe  thismonth in the UP by-elections. have logged intomygov.in tourge Chandragupta Maurya. One of
- *  launchhisfive-year Swachha Bharat UN General Assembly, and meet Soarewebettingthat Modiwillnot Moditoslay corruptionornepotism them was ‘Naikam chakram parib-
MOd i needs IMOre  andolan(agitation).If youhavewon- more CEOsand Wall Streetsharks  bedoublingnatural gasprices? He's  and create more jobsand hope. ‘hramayati — one wheel does not
h I dered howdirtyapeopleweare, the  beforeheadingfortwomeetingsin  already postponed the total decon- Something for youtotune intoas move [the chariot]. Narendra Modi
wheels.Badly  pmwantseveryindiantodonate100 Washingtonwith Barack Obama. trolof diesel prices until after yousitmotionless ingridlocked needs more wheels. Badly.
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