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Timeto Dust Off the Chor Minar for Baba Ramdev

y Thesquat and circular Chor Minar  only crisisisof patriotism. 46 per cent. The Fasal Bima Yojana sumerof pulsesbutagain,vields @ Foodandfertilisersubsidies—and  when the votes willbe counted. The
The Need le"s Eye sits ina pretty Delhi park. It was Devendra Fadnavistold thestateas- aimstoinsurecropsagainstboth are lower than all other producer unpaid billsfromlastfiscal year—  stateresultswill be outa week before
builtabout 800 yearsago by sembly thatthosewhodidnotchant  droughtandfloods. The Gram Sadak countries, willadduptoover$58billionthis ~ Modi celebrates two years in power:
Alauddin Khilji, oneof India’searly = Bharat MataKiJai“don’t love this Yojanaaimstobuildroadstoandin @ Despiteall the talk abouthigher year;thegovernmentoughttorap- Thestateelections willnotalterthe
Muslimrulers. Ithas225holestodis- country (and) havenoplace in this every village. And the soil health Minimum Support Prices (they idlly expand Direct Benefit arithmeticinthe Rajya Sabha, theup-
play the severed heads of con- country” It took the Bombay High card scheme will try to helpfarmers were raised on average by a paltry Transferstofarmersratherthan  perhouseof parliament, wherethe
demned thieves. It'stime it was Courttoupbraid cricketauthorities ~ decideon the bestcropstogrow. 50rupees per 100kg) wheat and throwingmoreandmoreintothe ~ BJPstilllacksamajority
handed over to Baba Ramdev. who blithely plan to use six million How bad are thingsdownatthe rice procurement is happening maws of the corruptmiddlemen. AttheseminarIattended, after pro-
The gurupreneur, whosebooming  litresof watertopreparepitchesfor = farm? Let'slook at afew facts: only infivestates. Therehasbeen = ® Morethanathousandfarmersare claimingthegovernment'spro-
: consumer goods empirechurnsout  20Indian Premier League matches ® Theagriculture sector shrank by nocotton procurement. quittingfarmingevery day. farmer bias, Sinha defended the tep-
- i productslike soaps and disinfect- that will be held in the parched state. one per cent in the Sept-Dec 2015 @ Even in Modi's constituency Dofarmerscount? Rural distress id crop support price increases by
CHAITANYA KALBAG antsthatusecow’surineasaningrer  QOurfarmersdon’thavetimetode- quarter after very weak growth of Varanasifarmers have been triggers migration, farmers’ sui- saying they needed to be balanced
dient, would put theforgottentower  batepatriotism. They arefleeing 1.6and2per cent inthe previous forced tosellriceat20percentbe-  cides, and crippling indebtedness. againstfood price inflation “khas
togood use. He told a lusty crowd theirfarms because they seeno twoquarters. low MSP Angryfarmersareboundtopunish  karchunavkesamay (especiallyata
i ,, carlierthisweekthatif hehadnot hope, much like Shambu Mahato time of elections).”
Our fa rmers dont been law-abidinghewouldhavebe-  (Balrdj Sahni) in Do Bigha Zamin. Inallthistalkof villagersand votes
s headed thousands of peoplewho Agricultural economist Ashok werisk forgettingBaba Ramdev's
haVe timeto dEbate refusetochant BharatMataKiJai'  Gulatisaysif thegovernment wants rage. The good yogi would do wellto
i S or ‘Hail Mother India’. study a few rolemodels in the fine
DatrIOtlsm RU ral Now thathe isa full-blown tycoon, Q SHIFT FOCUS artof extermination since we seem
7 2 with estimated turnover of $370mil- tobe moving inexorably towards our
dlstress trlggers lion, it is time Ramdev turned his Mi gra‘[ion to own versionof the Holy Office for
. R , balefuleyetoeconomicoffenders. fk the Propagation of the Faith, last
m |grat|0n, fa FMEersS Notverylongago, Chinausedto cities Ought seen duringthe Spanish Inquisition
o publicly execute itscriminalsin { in1478. They include Tomasde
suicides. ANErY  openfieldswithabullet intheback to bea pull S Torquemada, the defender of
of their heads. Now capital punish- 8 Roman Catholicism and the Grand
farmersare boundto mentismetedouteitherthroughle  f3ctor not a push factor Z Inquisitor of Spain; or Maximilien
. . ., thalinjections orby shooting. ! 3 & Robespierre, whoordered the des-
hit Modi where it RramdeylietheQueenot Hearts,  caused by distress = patch of many foesof the French
. believes it should be off with the trai- Revolution to the guillotines. Closer
hU r'tS h Im mOSt = at tors’ heads. toencourage urbanisation and re- ® Agriculture needstogrow by a ® By banning exportsof everything  Modiwhere it hurts him most-at by in history, Comrade Duch, who
Earlierthisweek [ heardangerof a duceIndia’sdependence onagricul- real 12 per cent annually if farm- fromriceand wheattoonionsand  theballotbox. If agriculture does was Pol Pot’s chief executionerat
the ba I 'Ot DOX lf differentsortataforumwithfarm-  ture, thenithastocreate morejobs. ers’ incomesaretodoubleby 2022, - potatoes, Modiiseffectively taxing notlook upsoon,theBJPwillhavea theTuolSlengtorturecampin
. I d erswhofacerackandruinasthings “Migrationtocitiesoughttobea which is Prime Minister thefarmers whodonot havefree tough time winning the make-or- Phnom Penh, did his grisly duty un-
agl’ | CU tU e aoes n0t gofrom badtoworseinourcountry-  pullfactor;, nota pushfactor caused Narendra Modi’s goal. access tomarketsinsideoroutside break state of UP nextyear. til1979 when the Khmer Rouge fell.
I k th B J P side. Tensof thousandsof desperate by distress.” @ India’s farm productivity isamong India. Modi hasaddressed five farmers’ The same year saw Iran’s Islamic
OOK Up soon, the villagersarefleeingMarathwadain  Ministerof Statefor Finance thelowestintheworld Itsrice  ®Cowslaughterandbeef export ~  ralliesinthepastfewmonths,but  Revolutionand the blossomingof
g | I h t h t Maharashtra, which has been suf- Jayant Sinha urged the farmers at yields per hectare are 46 per cent bansinmoststateshavehitfarm-  every politician is preoccupied now Hojatoleslam Sadegh Khalkhali, the
_ WI avea OUE ime feringitsworstdroughtinacentury, theconferencetoremember steps below China's, and its wheat ers very hard-they cannot feed withelectionsinthestatesof Assam, chief judgeof Ayatollah Khomeini's
b Wi nn | n th k .. andBundelkhandinUBfornearby  hisgovernmenthadtakentohelp yields 39 per cent lower than theiranimalsnorgetridof them  WestBengal, TamilNadu, Keralaand Revolutionary Courts, whosent
g € MaKxe-or cities in search of jobs and food. them. The Pradhan Mantri Krishi China’s. Riceoutput per hectare is in times of severedrought. the union territory of Puducherry thousands of enemies of Islamto
i} b re ak State Of U P If youlistened to Maharashtra’s Sinchai Yojanaaims to expand irri- even below Bangladesh. ® The Public Distribution Systemis  whichkicked off on Monday. The their deaths. Isit Hinduism's turn
0 Chief Minister,youwouldthinkthe  gationfromanunsustainablelowof @ Indiaisthe world’s biggest con- corruptandleaks about46%. only date that matters isMay 19, now at the tumbrils?
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