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The Wages of Nationalism, And The Imperatives of Power
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Most of us ordinary mortalsallow spilledsincethelatestJatquotaun-  and parlaysreligion and national- minister Mayawati, who isIndia's restrictionsthattheStatecanplace = Mahatma Gandhi. Inadebateon
The Needle's Eye ourbuttonstobe pressed by theclev- restexploded earlier this month. ismdexterously Bothin Assamand  mostprominent Dalitleader: Asifto onfreedom of speech. December2,1948, M.
. ererpeople around us. Look firstat Castepoliticsisa tinderbox, and inWest Bengal-wherethe BJPhas  underlinethis, parliament’s upper Note thatsome of India’s mostre- Ananthasayanam Ayyangar
the trajectoryof thecrisisengulfing likereligion,itcanplayausefulrole lesshopeof topplingtheincumbent  house,onthefirstdayof theBudget  pressivelaws,evenif modifiedafter  stressed theimportanceof Article
the Jawaharlal Nehru University, inmobilisingand manipulating Trinamool Congress government sessionon Wednesday, wasstymied  independence, wereputinplaceby  13(2)which confersfundamental
whichstandsinthedockasadenof  massangertoswingvotes. led by Mamata Banerjee, the BJP by afull-throated fight between British colonial rulersintheimme-  rightsof speechand expression:
anti-nationalism, Leftistandreac-  * Nationalismis another hot-button willrumpetthe issueof illegalim-  Mayawatiand education minister diate yearsafterthe 1857 mutiny (or “The word ‘sedition’ has become
tionary belief, sex, drugs, liquorand topic. Vemula'ssuicide, whichwas  migration by BangladeshiMuslims.  Smritilrani, whonowhastworebel- thefirstwar of independence, de- obnoxiousinthe previousregime.
all thatismorally and politicallyrep- nudged fromnightly TV shriek Second, asthe BJP isdiscovering, liousuniversitiesonherhands. pendingon your political stripe). We had therefore approved of the
rehensible. Look alsoatthechaos showsby JNUand the Jats, melded  betting tooheavily on caste caused Soneitherreligion nor casteare Section 124A of the Indian Penal amendment that the word “sedition’
andviolence exploding in the state caste and nationalism. In JNU, the ittolose badly in Bihar,and betting ~provingtobe surefire winners. Code,under which recent govern- ought to beremoved, except in cases
CHAITANYA KALBAG of Haryanaovertheissueof count-  nation’s premier centrally-funded too heavily on religion hasled to Ergo, nationalism. mentshave merrily slapped sedition  where the entire state itself is
ingtheinfluential and powerfulJat  university, theferocity of thenation- polarisation in Uttar Pradesh, Nationalism cuts across caste, charges, dates backto 1870. sought to be overthrown or under-
communityamongthe Other alistassaulthasunleashedatidal which goestothe pollsayearfrom  creed,languageandreligion. Every During the Constituent Assembly ~ mined by force or otherwise, lead-
Backward Classes. Goalittle fur- wave of global protest. Whetheritis now: Stirringthecommunalpotin patrioticIndianfeelsstronglyabout debates, many seniorIndian politi- ing to publicdisorder; butany at-
therback tothe Januarysuicideof  JNUStudents Union President UP's Muzaffarnagar region and the security of thenation. Never ciansspoke outstronglyagainstper-  tack onthe governmentitself ought
|n Ma r'ch 20 14 tWO DalitstudentRohith Vemula in Kanhaiya Kumar'sarrest on sedi- concocting the ‘ghar wapsi’ and mind that Article19(2)of the petuating the Britishlawof sedition, nottobemadean offence under the
Y Hyderabad University tioncharges, thepursuit, siegeand  ‘lovejihad' bogeyshelpedthe BJP  Constitutiondeliberately excludes which was used against leaders of law;” Ayyangar said.
months before pM If you connectthese dotstheline arrestof twootherstudents, thebra- winasmanyas7lof UP’sB0parlia- theword ‘sedition’fromreasonable  thefreedom movementlike Is our State in danger of being
M d ) f t t leads inexori{ilbgtgpoﬁﬁt%al ﬁg?nwegl Q mu:legtaéy tfaiats ﬁn 2314‘? shock re- : oventllulénmt; E{:é‘fg slg%anthshout--
elections, and the desire ethe EAL REAT? sults. ee key by-elections to ing students? un e
Y : [ 'ﬁ-‘a S SWED 0 political discourse in the flammable s A[ R ;r t i the UP state assembly earlier this prime minister, speaking in the
bracketsof casteand patriotism. / month, the BJP discovered that po- (non-BJP ruled)state of Odishatoa
: Coﬂower' \e/tprEVIOchj Tobeclear; the ruling Bharatiya ,S %Ur de f larisation has its limits, too. All crowd of farm workers, talked of
Janata Party isnot pioneering new f three seats, held by UP’sruling conspiracies. Talkingof coating
gress go pre sse technologies of political control. In in & anger 0 Samajwadi Party, fell vacant when urea with neem (azadirachta indi-
both the casteand March2oi4, twomonths before being theirholdersdied. The BJP ca)soit woudn’tbestolenandused *
A Prime Minister Narendra Modi was { snatched Muzaffarnagar, but the only asfertiliser, Modisuddenly
Datrlotlsm buttons. It  swepttopower theprevious - overthrown by afew Congress, long considered aspent veered off ata tangent.
. . Congressgovernmentpressed both . 2 force, won the Muslim-dominated “Brothersand sisters, morning
ChargEd 10 Kashmiri thecasteandpatriotismbuttons. It Slogan'ShOUti ng Students?  constituency of Deoband, home to and night there isa storm around
E s charged 10 Kashmiri studentsatthe the Darul Uloom seminary. Worse me...people can'tdigest that Modiis
st Udents W |th SEd ItioN  SwamiVivekanand Subharti zen brutality of partisanlawyers,or still, the SPretained Bikapur, just prime minister,” he said tocheers.
. University in Meerutof seditionfor  thegleeful and unchecked crude- 25 km from Ayodhya where the BJP “Earlier, NGOs (non-governmental
for shouting pro-Pak  shoutingproPakistanslogansdur-  nessandfuryof BJPlawmakers,  isgoingstrongon buildingatem: organisations)used togetfunds
. inganIndia-Pakistan cricketmatch. youhavegottoask—towhatend? ple to Lord Rama. The BJP came in fromabroad. I'told them,show us *
Slogans INaMeerut Thesamemonth,justbeforethe2014  Thereareafewstrawsinthewind. aweak third in Bikapur, a paltry 76 youraccounts, Theyall got together
. general election dates were an- Firstthefast-approachingassem-  votesahead of the upstart Muslim and chanted 'kill Modi, kill Modi'....
VaI'SIty. The SAIME  nounced, the central government bly elections in Assam, West Bengal, party Majlis-e-Ittehad ul Morningandnight they conspire:
. . announced that Jats would be in- Tamil Nadu, Keralaand Muslimeen. how tofinish Modi, how to remove
month, |t Sdal d J ats cluded in OBC quotas. Thatblatant-  Puducherry In Assam, the BJPhas The caste factor in Uttar Pradesh is the Modigovernment, how to insult
. . lyand recklessly populist step was thebestchance of wresting power notgoingtobeeasy either: The j_ Modi,” hesaid, addingthathehad
WOUId be |nC|UdEd IN  struckdownbythe Supreme Courta from the Congress, whichhasruled ~ Samajwadi Party could well be up- 4 been elected to change the nation
year later, but the Jats had smelled thenorth-easternstatefori5years,  rooted nextyear, butby the Bahujan ﬂ= and he would not be deterred by
OBC QUOtaS blood, and quite abit of ithasbeen if itfindstherightalliancepartner ~ SamajParty led by former chief Z challenges. Letushopenot.
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