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As the BJP makes inroads into more BhupensthanJayantas wuay.

Chaitanya Kalbag

Where
responsibility for
troubled histories
canbeclearly
defined, other
countries have
tried to make
amends. Germany
has apologised for
‘the horrors of the
Holocaust...

How far can you reach back in time if
youwant toright wrongs, real or per-
ceived? Look back through history
and nearly every nation can pointto
traumatic events that affected the
lives of its people forever. Wheredo
youstopthough? The Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh and itscohort
seem determined tosnatch back
Muslims and Christians it claims
were coerced by force or lucre by
‘them’-conquerors, colonizersand
proselytizers.

But who exactly are ‘they’, and how
farback can you gotosearch for the
‘original’ Hindus? Who do you de-
mand reparation or remorse from?
Wheredid itall begin—with
Mohammad of Ghaznioroneof
Christ’sapostles?

Thenotion that all of us born with-
inthe mythical boundaries of Bharat
Mata sprangfrom the same primeval
Hindusoup, and that all other faiths
rodeon our backs, is bizarre enough.
Sois the perpetual victim syndrome
that ‘resurgent’ Hindus suffer from,
thenotion that Hindus were always
setuponand subjugated and convert-
edand itistimetorise. Yetfew of us
ask ourselves: re-convert our lost
brethren to which Hinduism? Which
caste will you belong toif youforsake
the cross or the crescent? Which of
theten million Hindu willyou
worship? Where will you turn if you

arediscriminated against by fellow
Hindus?

Where responsibility for troubled
histories can be clearly defined, oth-
er countries have tried tomake
amends. Germany has apologized
for the horrors of the Holocaustand
spent billionsof dollarsinrepara-
tions to its victims; Chancellor Willy
Brandteven went down on his knees
atthe Warsaw Ghetto in 1970 in
atonement. Australia’s then Prime
Minister Kevin Rudd made one of
the most heartfelt apologies in histo-
ry in 2008 to his country’s indige-
nous peoples, the Aborigines: “...for
the indignity and degradation thus
inflicted ona proud peopleanda
proud culture” and promised a fu-
tureof equal opportunities.

Notalways has there been contri-
tion. Japan still refuises stubbornly
toacknowledge theatrocities it visit-
ed upon several Asian countries dur-
ing World War Two, and has been di-
vided over the issue of women forced
into prostitution, especially in Korea,
toservice its soldiers. A senior
Japanese official did makearather
subdued apology in 1993, but Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe, whohasjust
beenre-elected with a thumping ma-
jority, wantstoretreatfrom thatad-
missionabout ‘comfort women', as
the government insists on describing
the victims.

Spain, too, does not seem to be con-
vulsed by regret about the
Inquisition, especially the royal de-
crees of Ferdinand and Isabella in
1492 and 1501 that ordered Jews and
Muslims to convert to Christianity or

" leave. A directresultof there-con-
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RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat, who seems like
the alter ego of PM Modi,
is unabashed about
Hinduism's new power

quest of the Iberian peninsula from
over five centuries of rule by the
Muslim Moors, things cametosucha
passthat Torquemada, the chief in-
quisitor, asked his spiestoreport
homes where smoke did notemerge
from chimneys on Saturdays, the
Jewish Sabbath. Tens of thousands
of Jews were tortured, executed or
foreibly baptized on pain of expul-
sion from the country because they
sought to “seducefaithful Christians
from our Holy Catholic Faith”.

Itisa good time torefresh ourmem-
ories aboutreligious persecution as
wemovefrom the eight days of
Hanukkah, the Jewish festival of
lights, to the twelve days of

Christmas, the season of giving.
Whether ornot 5,000 Christiansand
Muslims are ‘re-converted’ to
Hinduism on Christmasday in
Aligarh, we in India have given our-
selves the gift of rising Hindu bigotry
through most of thisyear.

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat, who
increasingly seemslike the alter ego
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
is unabashed about Hinduism’s new
power. Last Saturday in Kolkata he
issued a clarion call to battle.
“Hindu society isawakening....We
have grown from this soil; this isour
nation, this is our Hindu Rashtra,”
he said. “Our gods teach us not to
take it any more after a hundred in-
justices, A hundred sins have been
committed: how many more do we
need toendure? Weare taking back
what was taken from us. If youdon’t
like it (conversions) then change the
law. If youdon't want Hindus to con-
vert (others) then Hindus too should
notbe converted.”

Fired by so explicit a summons
from their supreme leader; it isnot
surprising that SadhviNiranjan
Jyoti, or Yogi Adityanath, or Sakshi
Maharaj are ratcheting the tension
up. Yetsomehow, somewhere, we
have been beguiled by the image of a
truly development-and reform-
minded prime minister who is wag-
ingagrim and silent battleagainst

the hardliners in his own party and
itsaffiliates. That image is pure tosh
and fiddlesticks, as Bertie Wooster
would say:

Thereare consequences, butitap- -
pears that the Bharatiya Janata
Party issanguine about profiting in
the swings and roundabouts. The
partydid not winasingle seat inthe
Kashmir Valley in the latest elec-
tions, although Modiled an expen-
sive and expansive campaign. BJP
candidates lost their depositsinall
butoneof the Jammuand Kashmir’s
57 Muslim-majority constituencies.
Only one Muslim BJP candidate won
—from the Jammuregion. The party
hasan infinitesimally tiny number
of Muslims amongitslegislatorsna-
tionwide. The uproar over religious
conversions has also spoilt Modi'sre-
formsagenda in parliament.

Allthiswillonly dent India’s im-
age, Investorsare not runningfor
the exits, but they arenot beating
down our doors either. The govern-
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‘ment just slashed healthcare spend-

ingby 20 per cent as the fiscal deficit
balloons. What does the government
havetoloseif itcan pointtoayear
of electoral triumph and growing
political and religious strength?
Power isall that matters.
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