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The Lights Go On In BJP’s

Shop Window

CHAITANYA Fiveyears ago the Centennial force accountability (small and medium enterprises) tried chief ministersinbothstates.  Pilot, for clues to how the party can
KALBAG Groupand the Asian Development *Reversethedeteriorationinpolit- werenotdoing well," hesaid. Allit Modi's old fellow foot soldier reinvent itself. He told me about the
Bank issued an interestingreportti- icalgovernance took was a few positive actions by Manohar Lal Khattar, nota house- turnaround in Rajasthan, whose
tled “India 2039: An Affluent How many of those points will be the government. holdnamein Haryana, willtakeof-  stateunitheheads. Five monthsaf-
Society”. Thereisalottoreadthere; achieved, howmany remain, and Modi himself willbe spending ficeas CM on the 26th. In ter winninga huge majority in the
the Congressparty had justbeenre-  willchangebepermanent? Overthe = Deepavaliin Srinagarontheday Maharashtrathereisaswayamvar ~ Rajasthanassembly elections in
Over the past elected, and itseemedtohavebeen  pastseveraldays,the NarendraModi youread this column “with our sis- inprogress, as Jaitley putit: which 2013, the BJP'sVasundhara Raje
handed adecisive second chance governmenthasbeguntomovefrom  tersé&brothers affected by the un- suitor willthebashful BJPgarland?  engineered another sweep, grab-
Several days the thatwould enableittogetoutof the  afeint-and-parrvposturetoathrust- fortunatefloods”. Thisisanother The Shiv Sena’s Uddhav bingall of the state’s25in the Lok
. ? divisive coalition politicsof itsfirst  and-engagestance. It deregulated bold gesture, but it is obviously not “Makepeace” Thackeray is now Sabha. Itbecame clear thatfouras-
Mw| govt has term. We allknow how the diesel prices, said it would directly altrustic. The Election Commission rowingfuriouslybackfromhisbel- ~ sembly seats would fall vacant
Congress-led United Progressive pay cooking-gassubsidiestobenefi-  isabout to announce datesfor poll- licosity, Sharad “Power” Pawarand when their holders moved to parlia-
tEgun tD move ﬂ"om Alliance frittered away thisground-  ciaries’ bankaccounts, issuedanor-  ing-thecurrent Assembly’s term his NCPare tryingtobuyinsurance ment. When by-elections were held
f swellof support, and thispastweek- dinancetostarttobringsomeclean  endsinmid-January Chief against future prosecutionby offer-  for these four seats, Pilot swung
a fE| nt—a nd-parry end, watchingthe resultsrollin ° procedureintothecoal-blockmess,  Minister Omar Abdullahhasal- ingunconditionalsupport,butitis  intoactionandspokeat145rallies.
from Haryana and Maharashtra and promised thatthenamesof peo-  ready urgeda postponent because clear that Devendra Fadnavis, an- Congress snatched three seats from
posturetoa thrust- andthefurtherhumiliationof the  plewhohaveillegallystashedblack o thedevastation, but polling will ! otherlongtimeRSSfaithful, willbe ~ theBJP
Congress party, Idusted off mycopy moneyinSwissbankaccountswill ~ behard in deepest snow-bound win- ANIRBAN  the next Maharashira CM. “The pink press writesabout
and-engage stance. of the2o09reportand saw these soon begin tobe made known. ter. The BharatiyaJanataPartyand = and itwill closely follow weeks of How is Congressgoingtopickit-  (Raje’s)labourand food-distribution
2 chapter headings: How does the mood change? One thePeople’s DemocraticPartyeach  extremelyheavy exchangesof fire  self up off thefloor after being reforms, but the common man
It deregUIatEd d|ese| *Createasmarter,morefocused,  of India’stopretailerstoldmethe ~ wonthreeof thestate'ssix Lok by India and Pakistan across the counted outin both these contests? ~ wants water, electricify roads.”
= N agileand morecrediblegovernment tidehadreversed inadramatic Sabhaseatsin May TheBJPisgear- borderandceasefirelineacrossthe  Theignominy of beingin third Crime wasup21 per cent inthe
prices, Sald itwould  *Retoolthecivilservicetomeetthe manneroverthethreeorfourdays  inguptograbanunprecedented state. Defenceand Finance Minister  placeshould havetriggeredasav- - state, Pilotsaid, mosthomesgetonly
- needsof today and tomorrow preceding Deepavali. Footfallshad ~ seatortwointheKashmirvalley;if  ArundJaitleyputIndia’saggressive  agecleansingof theparty Instead, sixhoursof electricity adayand
d||'ect|y pay *Focusonthelongtermandopen  beensubdued inhisstoresand su- theexiled Panditsvote instrength ~ responseinstarktermsinatelevi-  itsseniorapparatchikssay “dras- 15,000 police postsare vacant. 1
g the public-private dialogue permarkets, hesaid, buttherewasa  for the BJP itmight well wrest the sion interviewon Tuesday “When  tic” reformsare about to happen, checked and found that Raje, who
COOkl NE-8AdS  *Supportcompetitivemarketsand suddensurge; peoplewereflooding  Amirakadaland Habbakadalseats ~ Pakistanusedtofire, wealwayshad butaftertheelectionsinJ&Kand  boastsasmall11-person cabinetal-
Uhilrd oo prevent capture of state organs . bazarsandmalls and shops, and if from the ruling National ashieldinourhand. Thistimewe!  Jharkhand. Willthismeanthepos- thoughshehas160legislators, her-
subsidiestO  *mculcateacodeof selfdiscipline  thetempocontinued, hesawnoth-  Conference. If that happens, the alsohadasword,” hesaid. sibleexit of the Gandhis?“Noway,” ~self controlsnofewer than47minis-
S e iy and ethical behaviour within the ingbut very good news inthe BJPcould, withhelpfromanallyor ~ Soonafter thefestival, new govern-  said former minister Veerappa tries. There isalesson hereabout
beneficiaries bank  businesscommunity monthsahead. “Let’sface it, the two, be in sight of power. mentswillbeinstalledinHaryana  Moily, “thatwillmean the party toomuch centralisation of power
_ *Implement priorities, monitorre- economy was in pretty poorshape, ThiswillbeModi'sfourthvisitto =~ andMaharashtra. AsIwrotelast willdisintegrate.” I turnedtoa Modi would dowell toaddittothe
accou ntS... sults, ensure transparencyanden- , people were worried, and SMEs Kashmirafter takingpowerinMay  week, Modi will pick new and un- younger Congress leader, Sachin tool-kit in the India 2089 report.
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