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Sticks and Stones: Modi Should Make No Bones

- Round about this time, we ought to tripsabroad, stayingoutatotalof 55  ventfulday Buthe isnow being new game, or the enfrepreneur who butas “‘the way of life of the Indian pacity and crossed one billion units
The N eedl 9 have been chilling our champagne days(nearly thesamelengthasRahul blamed fornotbeingcommunicative feelsthatitisnottimejustyettoset people”. Afterall, in August2013 of electricity generation. India’s coal
e’s Eye and getting ready toexultin,andcele- Gandhi'sabsence, althoughtaxpay-  enough. Willhishistory be stitched up thatmammoth factory to churn Shourie stoutly defended Modi,again  productiongrew 8.3 per centin
brate, a year of dramaticand positive  ersgotfarbetter returns). Soforeign  together from 140-character thought-  outmillions of widgets, ortheexport- inaninterviewtoKaranThaparcall- 2014/15, the highest in 23 years. Goyal
change under the inspiring leader- policy isa thumpingsuccess. bursts, orishegoingtomark hisfirst  erwhose cashregister isnotclang- inghisrivalslike SushmaSwarajand isaimingat 100,000 MW of solar pow-
shipof Prime Minister Narendra Domestically there isalot of grind- anniversary withsomeclear,unam-  ing. Whatever, it took an in-house L.K. Advani “statelessleaders”. And  erand 60,000 MW of wind power by
Modi. Vision, vim, vigour; and vitali-  ingand gnashingaboutdiversionary biguousrepliesto critics whosay criticlike Arun Shourie totake the afterall, in August2009, Shouriehad = 2022-targets thatseem almost dizzy-
ty should have been the keywordsfor  issues: Muslim and Christianscare-  things, especially on the economic Modi Sarkar behind the woodshed lashed outagainstthe BJP's then ingly difficult. The controversial 204
: Year One of the ModiEra. mongering, cultural-historical and front, haven'tgone far enough fast lastweek. leadershipafter itssecond successive  coalminingblocks cancelled by the
0 Yetthemood israthersubdued. The educational cleansing, language enough? Modi just cannot afford to take generalelectionlosstothe Congress - Supreme Courtarebeingauctioned
» | BharatiyaJanata Party, despite chauvinism, and thefranticadoption = Although Modi took an unkind Shourielightly. Afterall, theformer  party callingita “katipatang”(akite off, and Goyal says he expectsreve-
Chait Kalb record membership, hasnotfaredall  of everyiconthegovernmentcanlay swipeathispredecessorsinToronto  editoreconomistandauthor’sApril ~ withoutastring)anddescribingpar-  nueof uptoRs 192,000 crore from the
aitanya KalDag it wellinastringof by-elections itshandson, thelikesof Vallabhbhai  lastmonth when boastingthatScam 199 essay on Hindutvaisreproduced  ty chief Rajnath Singh,nowModi's  e-auctionsof just thefirst29blocks to
and local polls, the latest beingthe Patel and Babasaheb Ambedkar: India was moving towards Skill infullonthe BJP's websitetoexplain  aHomeMinister, as “Alicein gotoprivate bidders.
> clean sweep by Mamata Banerjee's ThedashtowootheDalitvotegloss- India,andalthoughtheodourof cor-  itsphilosophy of “culturalnational-  Blunderland”. Heurged the Shouriequoted anewspaper analy-
The b] ggest Trinamool Congressin West Bengal’  esoverakey fact: late in hislife ruptionand mis-governancehaslift-  ism”. Shourie’s columnfollowed a Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh,the  sistocharge thatthe governmenthad
municipalities. The opposition Ambedkar;, fed up of the prejudices ednoticeably, somethingisholding Supreme Courtrulingof December ©  BJP'spatron organisation, todrum hyped itsrevenue projections, which
Change over the seemstohave coalesced, atleast in and bigotry hehad struggled against, ~investorsentimentincheck. Maybe  1995thatsaid Hindutvadoesnotnee-  senseintotheparty'shickeringlead- ~ wouldonlyaccrueover 30 years of
3 parliament, although the motley repudiated Hinduism andembraced  itisthe tax bloodhounds smelling essarily refer toreligious practices ership. “RSSshould crackthewhip,”  full production by the auctioned coal
past year Is that Janatagroups maynotremainunit-  Buddhism. InaMay 1950 conversa- Shouriesaid then. Sothistime mines.
: ed. Rahul Gandhihas got the tion he explained to the writer Mulk & around when governmentministers Be thatas it may, Modiand his cabi-
eu phOﬂ ad has Congress party rearing up from its Raj Anand (whose novel Untouchable @ criticised Shourie, some implying netare very likely torolloutabunch
tired shanks, although the horsemay  wemustall read): “I have felt that Z that it was a case of sour grapes be- of e-books, which the prime minister
made Way for notlastthestretch. Inthisnoiseand  through the faith of the Buddha 2 causehehadnotbeengrantedanyof-  favours, listing theirachievements
: tumult, both theland acquisitionand ~ which doesnot believe in theHindu Z ficial post, Modi himself stayed sig- since takingoffice. That, too, was
realism. It Was  goodsandservicestaxbillslooktobe  God Brahma, (one)can aspiretobe nificantly silent. Whatsignaldidhe  pooh-poohed by Shourie, whosaid
- stalled in the upper house, (a)humanbeing, free of dogmas, ob- see behind Shourie’s outburst? during his May Day fusillade: “Every
never gO | ng tO be The biggest change over the past scuremyths and legends! One can Oneof theministers wholeaptto government atany time can give you
. year isthateuphoria has made way pursue knowledge! One can disown Modi’s defence was Piyush Goyal, alonglist.” Withering words. Inthe
ed Sy Steer | ng d forrealism. It wasnevergoingtobe casteist heroes of the Hinduslike who heads thekey ministriesof pow- end, perceptions matter and the voter
. . easy steeringa nation this large, di- king Ram, Avtar of Vishnu er;coaland newandrenewableener-  isking. Indeed, late in 2013, with
natl on th IS I d rge, verse and fractious on a purely eco- Bhagwan!" gy. Oneof the brightest younger Modi's shadow loominglarge over it,
. . nomicroute, although Modi won Poor Narendra Modi. Hecame into members of Modi'scabinet,aformer theCongress-led government had put
d Iverse & fl’aCtIOUS powera year ago on the promise of office witha greatadvantageas BJPtreasurerand investmentbank-  outanimpressive, eight-pagelist of
universaldevelopment(Sabka Saath, India'sfirst Twitter prime minister. er, Goyal'sachievements somewhat itsown achievements over justtwo
ona DU rE|y Sabka Vikas), Therehavebeenplenty Hehasover 12million followers now; refute Shourie’s criticism. years. Did that win itre-election?
. of distractions. Bymonth-endModi  [justreadthathe gained an astonish- Over the past year, Goyal told me,
economicro Ute will be themost-travelled worldlead-  ing 280,498 new ones on just oneday, hisgovernment has added arecord Follow the author
er this past year: he will complete 19 April 7, which was amundane, une- 22,500 MW of power-generatingca- @cChaitanyaKalbag on Twitter
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