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#SelfishwithModi: Delhi’s Political Game of Thorns
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Arvind Kejriwal istheIndiaRubber  ernance that waslongon promise missteps that Modiand Shah tookin gotraboomerangedonthe BJBasdid fromtheRashtriyaSwayamsevak for the underclass. Delhiis hometo
Man. ALeoinpoliticsif thereisone,  andshortondelivery Day afterday; Delhi. Everything inthe weekslead- ~ thehugenoiseoveroldanddodgypo-  Sangh'sorgans,andbythenastiness  millionsof economic migrantsfrom
charismatic, mercurial, impetuous weare bombarded with slogans,acro- ingtotheelectionseemedtobegrist  liticaldonationstothe AAP. - of religious intolerance: the love ji- all over India, he said, and the vote for
andlikeable despite hisfoibles,hehas nyms, schemes, talk, and numbers, for the Modi mill-the Obama visit, The carnage in Delhiisfarmoresig- hadand ghar wapsicampaigns, the AAPhad cutacrossall knownlines
re-invented himself time and again Hereare acouple: the government longonrhetoric and symbolism; nificant thanthelossof atinyprinci- alarmbellsovera falling' Hindupop- of religionandcaste. This wasare-
andrebounded intoanewavatar II'T-  saysithasopenedmorethan125mil-  Modi's off-with-the-gloves abuse of pality inasprawlingempire. Itcould  ulation,theattacksonchurches,and  vengevote by the have-nots, and the
trained engineer, IRS tax officer; lion bank accounts underthe Jan Kejriwal and all hisfoes in his cam- haveremained marginaltothelarger abuseliketheharamzadeallegation.  sizeof theavalanchethatcarried
Right to Information activist, anti- Dhan YojanathatModilovestotout ~ paignspeeches; the #SelfieWithModi  Modinarrative if Modi himself had Aftertheeuphoriaover AmitShah’'s Kejriwalto power was testimony to
corruptioncrusader; andsidekickto  asasuccessstoryinfinancialinclu-  photokioskssetupacrossthecapital notmadeitado-ordiebattle telling  tactical andstrategic brilliance in thatsimmeringanger.
% AnnaHazare, Kejriwal couldn’thave  sion. Yet, two-thirdsof them,ormore  foradoringfansandits Twitterand  Delhivotersthey wouldbe votingfor ~ sweeping the Uttar Pradesh parlia- Letusnotfocusentirely on the
™ .| hadaworsedebutinpolitics. Hisrau-  than84million accounts, havezero Facebook offshoots; the Modivisage  him-notjustfor Modibutforalucky mentaryseatslastyear,thepartyap- BJP'sdebacle: the Congresshasnev-
Chaita Kalba cousand tenuous run as aminority balances. Inother words, the poorre-  onpostersand newspaperads that Modi. “MycriticssayModiislucky... paratusitself hasnotbeenaswell- ersuffered so humiliatinga white-out
altanya Kalbag pehichief ministerendedinseven  maintoopoortobebankable. The projected himasthe centralissueand  If mygoodluckcanbringdownpric-  oiledastheendlessspinningwould  *inany election since Independence,
weeks. Hetook heed of invisiblesup-  Swacch Bharat Abhiyan, which figure. Oh yes, the newspaper ads— esof petrol, dieseland saveyoumon-  haveyoubelieve. The BJP hasnot reduced tozero. Justas the Modi-
: porters tostand against Narendra Modihaspushed passionatelyinhis ~ onemedia website counted 121 front- ey, then why bringin the unlucky wonaclearmajority inanystateelec-  Shah control and command model
The carnage | Modiin Varanasiinlastyear's Lok questforacleanerIndia, seemstonot pageBJP ads inmajor English and ones?" heasked. tionexceptin Haryanaoverthepast  failedforthe BJP, sodid the Sonia-
Ad] Sabha elections, and lost badly His be going beyond shambolic photo-ops  Hindinewspapers in the campaign's Buthas Modireally beenthatlucky  ninemonths. Six weeks afterthe Rahulmodel of control and do-noth-
Del h| Ccou Id have Aam AadmiParty wastoogravenin by celebrities wieldingnew brooms. ~ finalweek, versuszeroadvertisingby forhisparty? His overweeningimage Jammuand Kashmirelectionsthe ingpolitics. After it lost power in
) hisown image; even the four Lok Kiran Bedi, adisastrouschoiceasthe AAPor indeed the Congress party, completely dominates his govern- BJPisstillnegotiatingtermsasajun- Delhiin December 2013, the Gandhis
remal nEd Sabhaseatsit won in Punjabseemed  BharatiyaJanataParty'schief min-  Andthelast-ditchcrassdrawingof ment. Hisdevelopmentagendamay  iorpartmerinanawkwardcoalition.  dissolvedall block anddistriet party
= likeanaberration. Twoyearsafterit  isterialcandidateforDelhi,saidshe  castelinesbyabusing Kejriwal's bemusicfor themarkets, but it is get- Onesenior BJPleaderIspokewith ~ committees. They wereneverre-con-
marsgi nal to the wasfounded, AAPlookedlikeanirri- hadbeen shocked by thedirtandfilth troublesomeclanasan upadravi tingdrownedoutbytheuglynoises  saidModiandShahhadcleverlynot  stituted, wipingout the grassroots or-
, : . tatingsemi-coloninanewgrammar  inher constituency Krishna Nagar, cleclamda.nychzef ministerialcandi- ganisation. Senior Congressleaders]
|a rger MOdI of Indian democracy, The full-stop whereshelost. Informal surveys g date in Haryana, Maharashtra, spoke with have noanswerstothe
- E . wastheemphatic power grantedto show that open defecation, for in- @ Jharkhandor J&K, makingthecam-  party’sdisembowelment. Hereagain,
narrative If MOdI Modi. stance, is stillrampant in northern Z paignsmore about Modiandthepar- numbersare bandied about on the
' TheModijuggernautwasonaroll.  stateslike Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, & ty thananylocal personality That edge of theabyss. It took thisba-
hl mse If had not Many of usforgot thatthis English Rajasthanand Madhya Pradesh. * Z pattern was broken in Delhi with wandar or whirlwind to obliterate 15
. word came from the old Jagannath Morenumbers: BJP president Amit Bedi's projection. From the begin- yearsof Congressrule in Delhi,anda
m ad el t d d 0O-0r- ratha yatrainPuriwherethefaithful Shah, over-confidentabout Delhi, ning, her hasty induction wasclumsy decadeat the Centre, one party ana-
. . were sometimes crushed under the boasted a few days before the election and infelicitous. lystsaid. It hastaken Modionly nine
die battle, telling  chariotsgiantwheels Likeeveryrev-  that the partynowhadsomitlion Square pegshemay havebeen,but  monthsinpowertobite the Delhi
. olution, Modi's has begun to devour members. It islikely some of them Bediblurted outanother inconven- dust. Looked at another way, the BJP
Delhi voters they its own children. must have workedas silent saboteurs ienttruthafterherdefeat:shehad ~ hadalready beenkeptoutof power in
. Modi's victory in May 2014 wasatri-  inDelhi, where theold party bosses been appalled by the huge rich-poor thenational capital for 16 years.
WOu I d be VOtI n g umphof personalityoverparty His  wereresentful about the Modi-Shah divide in Delhi, shetold reporters. Kejriwal hasadded another five to
f I k M d = larger-than-life hologramsand his top-down impositionof anoutsider Thatgoestothenubof thehugevote  thatdismaltally.
Or a IUCKY MOQI  overwhelmingandtirelesscampaign  and AAPrenegade. swingin AAP’s favour A senior Follow the author
laid the foundation for a style of gov- Bedi wasjustoneof the arrogant Congress leadersaiditwasavictory  @ChaitanyaKalbag on Twitter
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