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Power Plays: The Government Learns The Ropes

The Narendra Modigovernmenthas  galoreblowing inthe wind this vote is now split between Manjhi, unity between Lalu and Nitish, and own imageas aformerchief minister withtheneedtoraiserevenuesatthe
-I-l.E Needlev E been taking a few hard knocks. It month. TheBiharmessholdsmany  Nitishand Lalu, and Nitishhasbeen  allsideshave wonabreatherfora who believes in a new, cooperative Centre tofund huge infrastructure
S ye learned that sweet talk in lessons. There, Nitish Kumar'slustre forcedtolinkarmswithhisonecefoe  coupleof months, timethey willuse  federalism. That opportunity came projects confront Modi and Finance
Maharashtra’ssugarbelt, orata asareformer of integrity haslong Lalutosurvive. towoo the Muslim and Yadav vote- with thereportof the14th Finance Minister Arun Jaitley with a very
1 gaudy weddingcelebrationinadusty  wornoff. Hesnatched back the chief Fora while itlooked like Bihar banks. Commission, whose recommenda- complex balancingact when the
town inthe Uttar Pradesh bad-lands,  minister'sjobinoneof India’spoor-  would descend rapidly into political Bihar hasalways beenasinkhole, tions Modihasapparentlyaccepted,  Union Budget isunveiled this
isjust that: in politics, yourfriendsal-  eststates, butatwhatcost? Fewof us  chaosand stateassembly elections but it is not the only arena for politi- although they will trigger severalpo-  Saturday The Finance Commission
ways haveoneeyecockedatahigher  recognise that the biggest winner would need to be held earlier rather calamorality TakealookatJammu  liticaland economicdilemmas. also wants the central governmentto
seatof power. Yourallies will turn fromall these shenanigansisLalu thanlater thisyear. Wisely, the BJP &Kashmir wherethe BJPhammered  Forone, by sharply increasingthe aimfor amodestfiscal deficitof 3per
theirbacksonyouwhentheyarebe-  Prasad, whohasshrugged off the decided to back off from proppingup  outapactwith the People’s proportionof centraltaxesthatisdis- centof GDP. How can Modiraise
. ingcarried along by a strongtail- stigma of apolitician jailed for cor- Manyjhi, there wasa semblance of Democratic Party toform a govern- tributed amongthestates, from32to  moremoney, and continue to trim
d Chait Kalb. wind. Mostof usforgetthatwhenthe ruptiontobecomealynch-pininthe ment, withboth sidescompromising  42percent, Modi iseffectivelytaking  murderoussubsidies on food, fuel
altanya A8  Congressledgovernmentpushed  Hindibelt, wooedbyboth Nitishin ~ POLITICAL LESSON onArticle370, whichgivesthestate  ahugehiton the central govern- andfertiliserswithout riskingun-
throughthe Land Acquisition Actin ~ Biharand theruling Yadav clan in Y "- " t special status, and on the Armed ment’s bottomline. Then, by agree- popularity?
R 2013, the Bharatiya JanataPartydid  Uttar Pradesh (to whichheisnow our allies will turn Forces Special Powers Actwhichthe  ingtogivethestatesfarmorefinan-  Istarted by sayingthe BJPtooka
Dece nt[’a| ISQtION notfightittoothand nail. Thatact also tied by a third-generation mar- their baCkS on vou PDP wanted todoaway with. How cialautonomy, Modi islaying the fewhardknocks, Whenkey legisla-
. = madebuyinglandforanyeconomic  riage). “Laluisthe queenonthe y . longdo you give this awkward be- ground forsharpcutbacksincentral-  tion wasblocked in the Rajya Sabha
combined with activity wellnighimpossible. Today ~ Bihar carom board,” oneastute ob- when they are bemg trothal? ly-sponsored schemes, which were in Parliament’s last session, Modi
A the BJP governmentwantstoamend servertold me. A Meanwhile this Saturday’sBudget  unpopular in the states and allowed tried the executive route by ramming
the need to raise thatsameacttomakeacquisitionof  Nitish Kumarhas mademany mis- carried along by 3 loomslarge. Modi was presented endlessmicromanagement from throughsix ordinances. On Tuesday,
land easier for major projectsinde- steps. Hefirst broke off anold alli- . . with the opportunity towinpotential New Delhi. Modicannotaffordtodo  when Jaitley tried to withdraw three
revenues at the  fence infrastructureandaffordable  ancewiththeBJRdrivenbyhisper  StFONE tail-wind legislativesupmrt,andhunﬁshhjs away with theflagship central bills stuck in the upper house—on in-
housing. Thatwasthen, thisisnow; sonal dislikefor Modi. Then, faced : sehemeslike theoneson povertyalle-  surance, motorvehiclesand coal
Centre tO fU nd butthe BJP'sfriendswantitknown  withrevoltwithin his own party; he é viation, therighttowork, andfoodse- mines-the opposition blocked the
. thattheir heartsarebleedingforthe = madeabigshow of resigningand set a8 curity. He has inherited them from move. Modicannow only reintro-
h U ge | nfra haplessfarmer or small-holder: upJitan Ram Manjhi, who he hoped Z hispredecessors,andaddedtothem  ducethe bills in the lower house—the
. Itistruethatthe Modigovernment  would bea pliant rubber stamp. § with schemeslike Swacch Bharat constitution bindshimtoenactall or-
projects confront  doesnotenjoyamajorityintheupper  Manjhi, anopportunistwhohas Z (cleanIndia). Financialdevolution  dinances-and is holdingoutthe
. house of Parliament, butdon’tbesur- switched parties more thanoncein willenrichall states, and especially veiled threatof conveningacom-
Modi and FM prisedif ithasitswayonlandacqui- ~ hishuntfor power, trumped Nitish by the poorerones. This was inevitable: ~ bined session of both housesof
- sitionintheend. TheBJPwishesto  playingthe Mahadalit, or ‘super . true political power increasingly Parliament, hoping to win approval
With @ COMPIeX annihilatetheCongresspartybut  backward’, card. Nitish himself vests in thestates, and thestateswill ~ for thelegislation, which would bea
. thatdoesnotmean it willannihilate  lacksamassbaseand isaranchhod havetobuild theireconomiestogen-  desperate numbersgame. If hetries
ba | ancl ng aCt other opposition groups. They will prasad, ageneral whoflees the battle- erate jobs and higher standards of thatroute, he willcome face toface
h coalesce, fallapart, andthencoalesce  field, theobserver said. Hisbetthat livingfor their populations. But in with true federalism-not the cooper-
s “WhEn the Budget : seainastheyseckucrodibleatterna.  Bihies Miteiis wouid enif racenifin thatdevolutionlietheseedsof alow-  ativekind.
. I d tive tothe BJF. if hejettisoned Modiand the BJP er profile for Modiasanational devel-
W Isunvelled... Noclearpicturehasemergedsofar  backfired. Theresultof thismonth'’s opment leader. Follow the author
9 of thatalternative. There werestraws machinations isthat the backward Also, decentralisation combined @ChaitanyaKalbag on Twitter
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