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POTUS Comes to Lotus Land
in Search of aBAM Moment

anation of sweat shops that Why would we let that hap- its best effort to control carbon
% churn out cheap sneakers and pen?” Obama asked, sayingU.S.  emissionsand intensity. “India
The Needle’s Eye tacky plastic toys? Can India manufacturers wantedtobring  islikely toseek a peaking year
graduate from a nation that jobsback from China. of 2050 or even 2060 for its emis-
talks too much toajuggernaut In whatsounded eerily likea sions,” Sunita Narain, director-
that works toomuch? blueprint for India, Obama general of the Centre for Sci-
These questionsare pertinent said: “21st century businesses enceand Environment told me.
fornext week’s visit by President  need 21st century infrastruc- “But that isnot good enough for
Barack Obama: can India pro- ture—modern ports, stronger the world.” How Modi balances
duce the sure-footedness, tech- bridges, faster trains and the hisambitions for a ‘Make in In-
nical smartsand adroitnegotiat-  fastestinternet.” Andinwords  dia’ surge in manufacturing
ingskillsthat willplaceitfirmly  thatmight have been written and exports with Obama’s de-
asakeyally of the United States  specifically for Modi’s ears: sireto leave office as a good guy
CHAITANYA KALBAG andnotasatentativefriendfor- “[Americaleads] bestwhenwe  on climate change will become
ever feelingits way around? combine military power with clear before POTUS and FLO-
You can choose your friends, strongdiplomacy; whenwelev-  TUS (President and First Lady
JustasIsat down to write this notyourneighbours. Chinawill ~ erage our power with coalition  of the US)fly off to the TajMa-
column came news that those deploy all the sweet talk it can building; when wedon’tletour  halafter watching India parade
Indians who can afford them summononthebanksof theSa-  fearsblind usto the opportuni- itsmilitary and space prowess
are goingtobe payingalot barmati, but its self-interest is ties that thisnew century pre- on Republic Day.
more this summer for Al- cold and hard-nosed. The Sri sents.” Despite joint naval exer- Soon after I wrote (on January
phonsomangoes.. The Europe- Lankan election wasarude ‘cisesand growing 8) about the dismal state of aca-
-an Union haslifted itsban on shock for Beijing, which has collaboration, India has been demicresearch in Indian uni-
Indian mango imports,andup-  been cozyingup with Colombo too coy in forging military- versities and China’sdrive to
wards of 16 million mangoes fora coupleof decades. A Seren-  technology pactswiththeUSIt ~ woothebestbrainstoteachat
willflood British supermarkets  dipfirmlyinIndia’sorbitisnot = isnotenough topromiseto its campuses, Human Re-
alone. TheIndianshaveappar-  totheliking of the Chinese raise theforeign investment sources Development Minister
ently been taught to control Communist Party, The Chinese  ceilingindefenceproductionto ~ SmritiIrani announced that
peststhat threatened Europe’s  dragononly had tobreathea 49% —wehavetoget projectsoff  Fields Medal winner Manjul
salad cropslike tomatoes and fewfiery blasts after Japan’sfor-  the ground. Bhargava, a professor of mathe-
lettuce. Presumably, the Eu- eign minister stepped out of Butitison climate change matics at Princeton University, °
ropeanshaven’tfoundtracesof lineby declaringthat Aru- that Modi willhavetohew toa will be the ‘face’ of GIAN-Glob-
calcium carbide, a carcinogen-  nachal Pradesh was indis- different set of prioritieswhen  alInitiativefor Academic Net-
icchemical used liberallyinev- putably Indianterritory,andTo- Obama comes calling. Fresh works. As usual, the idea seems
ery Indianmanditoartificially ~ kyohastily backed off. The from an agreement with Beij- very ambitious-todrawuptoa
ripen fruit. Perhaps only Indi- logical next step for China, ing that commits the world’s thousand of the world’s best
ansblithely ingestthe poisonas  whichhasbeenstampingitsau-  twobiggesteconomiestospecif-  professorstodoshortteaching
we work our way through half thority onthe SouthChinaSea,  iccarbon-emission targets by stints at Indian universities..
the world’smangoproduction.  istosignalitshegemony over 2030, Obama would likenothing  Butatleast Modi will have
The mango story throws up the Bay of Bengal. India needs more than to clinch a deal with madea starton somethinghe
several interesting questions. America’s military-industrial India.ButIndia, alreadyoneof = haddiscussed with Obama
Will India ever fulfill Prime muscleonitssideinthispasde  the world’slowestemittersper- ~ when theymetlast October.
Minister Narendra Modi’s trois—the three-cornereddance.  capitabutone of the biggestin Modi will have to be asnimble
dream of a $20trillioneconomy  Indeed, China will be the ele- gross terms, cannot afford to intalks with Obama as he has
by becoming an export power- phant in the room when Modi agreetolow targetnumbersifit  been politically athome where
house, which meansnot just meets Obamaat7RaceCourse. meetspredictionsthatitwillbe  hehasshown thathe is prepared
fruits, flowers and software,but  The speechwriter who crafted the world’s fastest-growing to co-opt even those who didn’t
alsoflooding America’s malls Obama’s State of the Union economyoverthenexttwodec-  startoff inhiscorner. Although
and hardware stores with (SOTU) address on Tuesday ades. Thatkind of growth can sceptics expect more form than
made-in-Indialabels? Initsrela- seemed to be prepping Modi in only come on the back of the substance in the last visit Oba-
tionship with America, the several passages. Let’s start fossil-fuel fired industrial- ma will make to India in his pres-
world’s biggest consumer, will with China: “China wants to isationand modernisationthat  idency; we could stillhavea BAM
Indiagettothehighstandards  write the rulesfor the world’s we badly need in this country. (Barack and Modi) moment.
thatnotonly getrid of thepests  fastest-growing region. That ExpertsIspoke with say Oba-
initsmangoesbutalsoelevate  would putour workers and mamay contenthimself witha  Follow the author
itabove the disdainreservedfor businessesatadisadvantage. softer deal where Indiapledges  @ChaitanyaKalbagon Twitter *
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