BJP is trying to make a sentimental is-
sueoutof it. BJP want to divide Hindus
and Muslims. It was the Congress gov-
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Thistime, do you think Congresscan
retain power without any allies?
We will not require allies; we will form

Weale pwie-..
ing an individual. We want to project tne
right todiffer, and notany individual.
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Patriotism And Loyalty In A Time Of Fear

TheNeedle'sEye

CHAITANYA KALBAG

Three years of
Abenomics and
nationalism have not
putany vim or
vigour into the
Japanese economy.
Nor are nationalism
and loyalty
preventing the
Chinese economy’s
slide. Xi, like Modi,
also wants to root
out corruption.

“Intrust we God” wasemblazonedon
thebackof atruck roaringpastuson
anIndian highway. In this topsy-tur-
vyworld, itistime totalk aboutter-
rox, and nationalism, and loyalty and
toputthings in perspective.

Herearesomenumbers:

India’s2011 Census counted 172mil-
lion Muslims and 966 million Hindus.

-61.2million Muslims or35.5% were
inthe15-34 age group (almostthe
same proportionasamong Hindus)
which youmight consider mostsus-
ceptible to influence and radicalisa-
tion. A total of 23 Indian Muslims
havesofarjoined theIslamic State of
Iraq and Syria (ISIS). That'sright—23,
or 0.0000133%.

InBelgium (population 11.2 million)
about 500 young Muslimmen and
women havejoined the ISIS ranks.

The Brusselsterrorattacks have
broughtfearsurging back intoour
livingrooms. Letustakeadeep
breath—we have seen ourfairshare
of terrorover thepastthreedecades,
butitisnotapocalyptic.

India's Muslims outnumber the to-
tal population of Belgium, France
and Germany, and they outnumber
the total population of West Asia. AsI
wrote ina column last year; ndia will
have the world's largest number of
Muslims-311million-by 2050.

Why are things different inIndia,
considering thatISIS isnow staging
more and moreattacks in neighbour-
ingPakistan?

Thereareafewreasons. Onecoun-
ter-terrorism expertIspoke with
pointed tothe confluence of Islam
andHinduism in India.
Traditionally, Indian Islam has worn
akinder, gentler face, although

preacherslike Anzar Shah Qasmi
and Zakir Naik speak aharsh, polar-
isinglanguage. Second, Islam has
beendiffused within the Indian so-
cialstructure. The earliest Muslim
proselytisers spread their message
amongtheartisansand craftsmen
and less-elite populations thatlived
outside of fortified city walls; those
professionsstill characteriselarge
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® Modi ended his
/ speeches at San
Jose, MSG, and
Wembley Stadium with
Bharat Mata Ki Jai..

numbersof Muslims. Third, Indian
Muslimsarehome-grownand trace
theiroriginstoconversion. Theyare

locals, not migrantslike the Muslims

whoform thedisenchanted, margin-
alised and discriminated minorities
in European cities. And fourth, most
of India’sdoctrinaireand ultra-or-
thodox Muslims chose Pakistanat
thetime of Partition.

Last November; after the ISIS at-
tacks in Paris, Jamiat Ulema-I-Hind
leader Mahmood Madani called fora
jihad against terror and said his or-
ganisation would hold rallies in sev-
eral Indian cities to protestagainst
theunislamicuseof violence
againstinnocents. Weneed more
moderate Muslim leaders to stand
upand speak outas terror crouches
atour doorstep.

Aweekago, Prime Minister
Narendra Modispoke ata World Sufi
Forum about the healing power of
thisbranch of Islamic philosophy,
and presaged the Brussels attacks by
sayingthat inamobile world, “one in-
cidentcan claim citizens of many na-
tions”. In anintrospectivespeech,
Modi surveyed the wonders of
Sufismas wellasthehorrorsof ter-
rorism, adding: “[L]et usremember
theteachingof Holy Quranthatif an-
yoneslew one innocent person, it
would be asif heslew a whole people;
if anyone saved onelife, it would be as
if he saved a whole people.”

. NodoubtModiwillrepeathiscall
fora global alliance against terror-
ism whenhe travelsto Brusselsnext
Wedneday fora previously scheduled
India-EUsummit, and thenonto
Washington and Riyadh.

Athome, though, “God’sgiftto
India”,asoneof hisministersde-
scribed him, hasbeen reticentabout
the clamour around nationalism.

Thelatestrow to keep the water bub-
bling in the Modi government’s kettle
was triggered when earlier this
month Mohan Bhagwat, the supre-
moof the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh, said youngIndiansneedtobe
taught tosay Bharat Mata KiJai(Hail
MotherIndia).

Thisisnotanew slogan. Modiend-
ed hishour-longspeechesatthe SAP
Center inSan Jose in September last
yearand at Madison Square Garden
inNew Yorka year before that, and
againatWembley Stadium in

. London in November 2015, with some

cheerleading: “Clench both yourfists
andrepeat after me: Bharat Mata Ki
Jai...Letyourvoicesbeheardall the

way back inIndia!”

Those six syllables roll more easily
off your tonguethan Jai Hind, which
was how Indian political leaders tra-
ditionally ended their speechesfor
decades, oreven Vande Mataram, or
homage tothe mother(land). Indians

' havealwayshadachoiceof slogans

whenitcomestoloudly proclaiming
their patriotism.

The interesting thingis that Jai
Hind was coined by Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose, recently embraced by
Modiand inducted intothe
Bharatiya Janata Party’s pantheon
of neo-idols, alongside Sardar
VallabhbhaiPatel, B.R. Ambedkar
and even Ram Manohar Lohia. Jai
Hind wasabattle cryfor Bose's Azad
Hind Faujor Indian National Army.
VandeMataram, literally “Ipraise
thee, Mother” isthetitle of a poem
from Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyaya’s 1882novel

- Anandamath.
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Loyalty pledgesseemtobethefla-
vour of 2016, though. Donald Trump,
who could be thefirst U.S. president
tohave hisname onapartmentbuild-
ings in Indian cities before itisnailed
tothe White House gate, hasbeen
askinghissupportersatralliestosol-
emnly pledge they will votefor him
by raisingtheir hands. OneJewish
leadersaid theraised-hand pledge
wasscarily reminiscent of Nazi
Germany. Trumpsaidthis wasridic-
ulous, but the pledging continues.

- The United Statesalready hasits
Pledgeof Allegiance, and itisrecited
every morningby children inmany
schools. Originally, the pledge began
withamilitary salute, andafter the
first few words “Ipledgeallegianceto
theflag...” thepledge-takerhad toex-
tend her hand towards theflag, arm
extended. During World War Two,
because itresembled Hitler’s Sieg
Heil (Hail Victory), thesalute was
changed tokeeptherighthand over

theheart throughoutthepledge.

Nationalism hasbeenusedasa
handy tool by two other world leaders
who Modiadmires and who seek to
reform their countries’ economies:
Japan's Shinzo Abeand China’s Xi
Jinping.

Abewantstochange thecurrent
Japanese constitution, whichheand
otherright-wingersseeas
U.S.-imposed, and to change thena-
tureof the Japanese army from *Self-
Defense Forces'toone thatcan fight
abroad. Butthree yearsof
Abenomics and nationalism havenot
putany vimor vigourintothe
Japanese economy.

Norare natlonahsmandluyaltypre-
venting the Chinese economy’sslide.
Xi, like Modi, also wants torootout
corruption. Heclaimshedoesnot
want tobuilda personality cultlike
Mao's, butsongshave been composed
and cartoons drawn inhispraise. The
brusqueXihasstepped onmanytoes,
chiefly of fearful officials who wantto
doaslittleaspossible, draggingtheir
feeton implementingchange.

China hasbeen tightening the
screws on foreign journalists, and
lastmonth Ximoved tostamphisau-
thority on statemedia with three ex-
traordinary visitstostate television
CCTV, officialnewsagency Xinhua
and party mouthpiece the People’s
Dailynewspaper. Gushingjournal-
iststripped overeach other topro-
claim theirundyingfidelity tothe
Communist Party and Xihimself.
The Chinesemedia'snewmanirais

2 “Dangmeixingdang”, which means
2 2 “Statemedia, your family name sthe
i & Party!” —inother words, total loyalty
& throughtotal control.
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