OnTrumpreneurship and the Gujarat Way

i CHAITANYA KALBAG

While waiting for the 10,400 police-
men who were deployed this week to
guard Ivanka Trump in Hyderabad
to goback to their regular duties of

B guardinglesser VIPs, I pondered
over the eternal “Where are we in
history?"” question.

Ms Trump's speechwriters were sav-
vy enough toavoid comment on the
hordes of beggars who had been forci-
bly cleared from Hyderabad's streets
for the Global Entrepreneurship
Summit(GES). Shenoted in her
speechatthe GES (theme ‘Women
First, Prosperity For All’) thatthe city
of pearls would soon seeits innova-
tion outstrip its famous biryani.

That reminded me of aclip in which
apoorlittlekid isrepeatedly asked the
question ‘Who s thechief minister of
Kerala? perhaps in preparation for
school entrance. Thetoddler keeps
frippingon 'Pinara)thayan_’and
canonlymanage ‘Biryani Teacher’.
Takethatasa commenton our poli-
tics or our education system, Ileave it
toyourtaste...

The Ivanka Trumpcollection

y  (“foundedby women for women'") of

shoes, handbags, jewellery, andother . ister K Chandrasekhar Rao, whose
fashions, hasnot et swept India’s family has spread is tentacles in gov-
stores, but it will. Her clothinglinehas  ernmentand commerce, Inmarked
been criticised for buyingallitsinven-  contrast, noneof the topfour Indian
tory from factories in China, India, politicians at the conference -
Vietnam, and Bangladesh thatexploit Narendra Modi, Sushma Swaraj,
womenand usedodgylabourpracticc  Nirmala Sitharaman and Suresh
es.In China, where Yi Wan Ka is Prabhu-carryany dynastic baggage.
adoredasademi-goddessforhertake-  PrimeMinister Modi, speakingat
it-all lifestyle, labour activistsinvesti- ~ the GES, stuck toa spirited account of
gating her sweatshop suppliers were . ——
KEY STATE POLLS

IfBJPretains [EFS
Gujaratand [

wins Karnata-
ka, it will have nearly _
obliterated Congress... &
detained earlier this year by police. %
And when departmentstore chain i

Nordstromsaid itwould takeIvanka’s how India has empowered its women
shoes off itsshelves in early 2017, it in politics, science and business. With
came inforblisteringcriticismfrom  oneeyeonthestringof electionsover
President Trump. thenext yearand a half, he noted that

That ishow dynasties work-they young Indians born at thedawn of the
look after their own. The First 21st century who turn 18 next year
Daughter must havefeltathomeat would beeligible to vote from New
dinnerat the FalaknumaPalace,once  Year's Day Healsosaw India’s 800 mil-
home to the Nizams, where she was lion youthas “potential entrepre-
paid court by some of ourbusinessdy- neurs who can work towardsmaking
nastsas wellas Telanganachief min-  theworldabetter place”.

Modimustalso have in hissights the
3.5million young Gujaratis between
18and25whoareeligible tovote in the
first phase of the Gujarat electionson
December9. Distractionslike the
GES have not deflected his determina-
tion to wrest a fifth consecutive term
for the Bharatiya Janata Party The
BJP has lost ground in Gujarat since
2012. Theelections have given Modia

Sl

fresh opportunity toheap derision on
Rahul Gandhi, who we hear will final-
ly ascend to the Congress throne afew
days before the Gujarat polls open.
The Congress party hasstrucka
Faustian deal with Hardik Patelina
desperate bid to gain Patidar votes.
Will it cause serious damage tothe
machinations of BJP president Amit
Shah, whose armies of karyakartas
have carpet-bombed every constitu-

encyarmed with page-wise voter zard of big projects until October 25
lists? The BJP hopes not—and if you when the EC finally announced the
weretobelievethe worstrumours,is ~ Gujaratdates.

servingup other inducements to

tempt voters. Here’s a back-of-the-envelope list
Despitereportsof electronicvoting  of project announcements
machines ‘malfunctioning’ in Uttar (theremay beafew misses):

Pradesh municipalelectionsearlierin
November, the Election Commission
insists EVMsare tamper-proof. But

Bhavnagar to Bharuchroll-onroll-
off ferry E e n it

Multiple pro‘ects inVadodara
E H

Dwarka four-lane cable bridge

lags

Ahmedabad-Rajkot national high-
wavm

Greenfield airport at Rajkot

|'q|1’

Bhadbhut Barrage iy

A maritime university on the Gulf
ofCambay

A city command and control centre
atVadodara oL

Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital
Saksharta Yojana m

the ECdid not win brownie points

withatwo-week gap between the an- Saurashtra Narmada Avataran
nouncements of election dates for Irrigation Yojana (first phase of
Himachal Pradeshand Gujarat. project).

From September 14, when he
launched the Ahmedabad-Mumbai All these projects will certainly af-
bullet train project with Japanese fect voter sentiment. But think about
prime minister Shinzo Abeataglitzy  it: the primeminister, whoagainar-
ceremony in Gandhinagar, Modi gued last weekend for simultaneous

elections to Parliamentand state as-
semblies in order to reduce political

maderepeated trips tohis former bail-
iwick tolaunch or inauguratea bliz-

corruption, would be hard put, even
with his boundless energy, tofly
around the country announcing sops
in 29states. If the BJP retains
Gujarat, and wins Karnatakanext
year, it will have nearly obliterated
Congressfrom the electoral map.

Scornandabuse at thehustings will
probably segue intoa stormyandall-
too-brief winter session of
Parliament, which isset tostartaday
afterthelast Gujarat vote iscaston
December 15.

But that should not detract frommy
history question at the start of this
column. Youhavejustlived througha
momentous period, and I'm not refer-
ringonly tothe Goodsand Services
Tax, the World Bank's Ease of Doing
Business uptick, and the Moody’s up-
grade. Hoursafter youread thison
Thursday, gross domestic product
growth figures for the July-
September quarter will bean-
nounced. The pundits predict that it
will come inaround 6.4 percent, end-
ingafive-quarter slide. That should
beanothershot inthe BJP'sarm be-
fore the Gujarat election.

This yearalso happens to be the cen-
tenary of the Russian revolution, and
the United States entering World War
I by declaring war on Germany, and
its purchase of the VirginIslands
from Denmark for $25 million. That
should give pause to the Trumps as
they survey their real-estate collabo-
rations in India.
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