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Looking Into OQur Tea Cups to Read the Pin Strlpes
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Long,longago, beforethey invented  andtheUSwould upsetthe “already  mentand indirectly of thecompan-  Obama’sandnot America’s. The economies havecometoNewDelhi  ersjaded by nearly a year of
The Needle's Eye newsin 140 charactersandwecould fragilestrategic stability environ- ion Truman Doctrine after World United Statesiscertainlynotpreoe-  topaycourt. Thatisgreatstrategic ~ President's Rule. With the Congress
remember our lives only through so- me_nt" onthesul.)qoptinent:and‘ War Two. Ke_nnanmitestlwtm . cupied with India, and Obama,who  balance. Nowforthebalancesheets. = party behavinglikeanalso-ran,
cialmedia timelines, someof usbe-  Chinatold the visiting Pakistani July 1950 India had in fact champi- facesarecalcitrant Congressand Reality biton thefinal day of his don'texpect toomany surprises. But
lieved it was possible to have our army chief ﬂ}atlslamabadwasa: oned CommunistChina’smember-  badly needs one ortwoforeign-poli- \[jsit, aﬂerirmu;nerableandsome- the prize isnot pivotal. The capital
leadersdisplay lofty politicsand self-  trustworthy all-weatherfriend”. shipof the United Nations,asa cyattentiongrabbersinhiswaning  timescloyingdisplaysof fraternity - runsitself, what BJP president Amit
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isno course. cs itisnotgoingtodeterthenastiness e wil - in meetingwitha ihar, where electionsaredue
and diplomacy both involve winning  onourborders. Chinese soldiers ElsewhereinhismemoirsKennan  bag. Theso-called nuclga.r liability youngaudiencetolecturehishosts  this November and the stakesarefar®
peoqleover]} mtheelétli,sboﬂxaﬁeself- wmonmd}i(anmsoﬂwg:mwgs quﬂaﬁoﬁ&%@yfhem bmugh, despiteanapparent  onhumanand women'srights, the higher No better time than now for
serving, self-aggrandisingandcyni- romancingXiin Ahm an strongcan i mightymor- Indi erof settingupa$244mil-  freedomforIndia’spoortodream some serious economics.
Cha Itanya Kalbag cal. If‘thegt.)alef successful diplo- : Pakistani trained militants were alpositionsand ignorethepossibili-  lion insurance pool, may stillnotsee  big a.ndto_ach%ev&la their dreams, and A postseript: Modi the protocol-
macy istoringfenceyourcountry’s  battlingIndiansoldiersinKashmir  tiesof balance among theopposing companieslike GEand ) our Constitution’s guaranteeof free-  breaker threw allof usoff-guard
. intenestsandkeepy_ourfoesoﬁ‘ bal- whﬂgobamawasspaakmg inNew fgm.’lhewqakmustacceptmah— : Weshnghouse rushingintobuildre- dom of religion and expression. when hereferred familiarly tohis
mce,menPr]_meM_uﬂstquarendra Delhi. Iturned to the memoirs of tiesand exploit thoserealitiestotheir  actors. Nineyearsagolmetahuge  Afferthateloquentspeech,Obama  guestas‘Barack’acoupleof times
The |eade|’5 Qf %daokgjsgsachémd it. tt(l:e}élnl;;la\‘dnc?dl %?}rgeﬁ:f(enmn' oneof gefmdg agantageatfubatﬂfl%rbc:nnl.; S deleg;tillongiémenﬁlanbushmess-ﬂho flew to Saudi Arabia tomeetnew duringtheirjoint appearances. But
are nel 's scoolest strategists, the i- ow true thisisof 'sdeal- mensalivatingoverthe$75billionof  King Salman, commentingalongthe thefamiliarity became quite grating
the world's clearstrategictilttowards tectof thepolicy of Sovietcontain-  ingswith Modi. NoticeIsaid salestoIndiathey sawfromthedeal ~ wayinaTV interviewthat America ~ whenheaddressed Obamaby his
A Washington. The day after Modiand . G ] ] g s < thatGeorge W BushandManmohan had toberealisticand could notreal-  firstnameno fewer than 23timesin
two biggest PresidentBarack Obamarattled S Singhhadstruck. Thatnumberis  lypresstheSaudistoohardonhu-  theirhalfhourradio ‘Mann ki Baat'
. theirsabres over peacein the South — stillachimera. manrights because he had to bal- talk on Tuesday night. The visitor
economies have China Sea, where China hasmade 5 ButtogobacktoKennan'spoint ance those imperatives with was carefulalwaystorefertohis
; itsterritorialambitionsclear, the £ aboutdealingfromstrength: India terrorismand regionalstability Or,  hostas Prime Minister Modi. If
come to NeW  ChineseForeign Ministry implied % cannotexpectbigthingseitherun-  asKennanwouldhaveputit,be- ~ Modiwaspayingthe Americans
3 that neltlwrmdwnoryl}e(}mted lessitdoessomethingdramatic,and  causehe had to defer to the Saudis’ back inasubliminal way for having
Delhi to pay cou rt. Stateshadlocusstandiinitsback- soon, toboostitseconomicstrength,  oiland strategic power. shunned him in his visa-less days, so
H yard, huffing: “We hope thatcoun- from which should also flow mili- With the pageantry of Republic beit. Ionly wish hishandlershad
That is great tiesoutof theregioncanrespectef: tary strength. WithObama’svisit ~ Dayand high-soundingdiplomacy  |briefed him better on protocol with
: fortsmade by countries in the region wehave justaboutrunoutof atmos-  outof the way, Modiwill have to the world's most powerful politician.
St ra teg | C ba Ia nce. touphold peace and stability of the pherlcs Withineightmonthsof tak-  plunge into the Delhi election cam- Butas Modidemonstrated with his
N f h South China Sea and keep the seren- ing power Modi has held two sum- paign, where the BJP faces a stiff bespoke suit, he wearsa different
OW for the ityof theSouth Chinasea.” mitswithObamaandmetChina’s  fightwith ArvindKejriwal'sAam  kindof stripe.
b I h Pakistan complained that growing President XiJinping twice. The AadmiParty Thereisjusta week Follow the author
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