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Keep The Flag Flying in This Hothouse
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Every time Indiansfeelthe hotand horseman of the apocalypse. the28-year-old studentleader taking Itisalsoimportanttogetcampus  soundsmoderate incomparison Each 60-by-90-footflag willneed to
The Needle’s Eye heavybreath of theirgovernmenton ~ YouonlyhavetolistentoKumarto  onthe65-yearold primeministe;the  politics in perspective. Foralong with JNUSUvice-presidentShehla  haveafewsparesaswellasamainte-
theirnecks, they recoil. Thisistrue sense thathe is a practised politi- transformationof the traitorintoan  time, JNUSU and itscounterpart, Rasludandgenemlsemvfan}lama - nancecrew standingby; each willbe
g 3 of all tsgoingbackto cian,and hedidnotbecome JNUSU  oppositionmascothasbeenabittoo ﬂleolderDeﬂnUmveraiWStudents Naga, bothof whomma]leglm‘we floodlitatnight by aring of thou-
Independence. Itis why Narendra president only tofight for better rapid. For the moment, though, Union, havebeennurseriesof politi-  tothefardeft AllindiaStudents sand-wattbulbs. Oneestimate puts
Modi'spromiseof ‘lessgovernment, messfood, ormorehostelrooms, He  Modimustfeellikethe Ancient caltalent. JNU professorsandalum-  Association, the studentwingof the the costof flyingthe tricolouratcen-
moregovernance'felllikemusicon ~ hadalready said he would fightto Mariner: “Ah! well a-day! what evil niaresanguineaboutthefalloutof  CPI(Marxist-Leninist). Inlate - traluniversitiesalone ataboutRs
ourears. Sadly thereistoomuchgov- scrubtherecommendationsof the  looks/HadIfromold and young!/ thesedition ruckus. In 1975, six December; after INUSU successfully 150 crore thefirst year. The costto
ernment. It pitseverybodyagainst Lyngdoh Committeeonregulating  Insteadof the cross, the Albatross/ yearsafteritsinauguration,Indira  blocked yoga gurupreneur Baba' the taxpayer, Imean.
| somebody Thediscordinfectsmore = politicalactivityoncampuses.The ~ Aboutmyneck washung”.: Gandhiclamped Emergencyruleon  RamdevfromspeakingataVedanta  Fourmonthsbeforethesedition
L e e andmorelimbsof the State, Somewherein thistumult,andjust India. JNU's pliantvice-chancellor  conferenceoncampusthathadbeen row, whenthe University Grants
CHMTMA KALBAG How else can you explain theex- e MODERATE FACE ahead of five provincialelectionsin  thensetupa‘Courtof Honour'toen- organised by JNU'’s Special Centre Ccamnission,am.wuqced itwas
———————— traordinarily censorious orderof a Apriland May, India’s flaccid Left foree Gandhi's draconian restric- for Sanskrit Studies, Rashid boasted  scrappingfinancialaidtoallre-
- DelhiHigh Courtjudge whogranted Kumar SUUﬂdS partiesseem tohave perkedup. The  tionsonpoliticalactivity and free- aboutresisting the “silentright- searchstudentsatcentral universi-
: sixmonths’ interim bail to Communist Party of India(Marxist) domof speech. Twoyearsafterthe  wingonslaught”. tieswho had not passed a National
The lasttime | KanhaiyaKumar thepresidentof moderatein whichnow rulesonly thetinynorth-  Emergency waslifted, theundaunt- Thesekindsof confrontations Eligibility Test (NET),an
the Jawaharlal Nehru University : easternstateof Tripura,ishopingto ed AISEasInotedinaninvestiga- presagedthe early-February event OccupyUGC campaign was
checked, most of sUnion, whohad been near- comparison winbackKeralainthesouthandput  tionof studentpoliticsinIndiathat]  whereantiIndiasloganswerealleg- launched, andsnowballeddespite
lylynchedby apackof patriotlaw- T upagoodshow in their former for- ‘wroteinJune 1979, vowed anation- edl:.rralsedandmggmeﬁihepi‘gck- Irani’sofferin Novembernot topull
JNU S 8000~D|US versheforespendingthreeweeksin  \\ith JNUSU VP Shehla tress West Bengal. CPMleader wideagitationto “freetheeduca-  down. Theyalsoprecededanorder  theUGCpluguntilacommitteeruled
jailon sedition charges? The judge > Sitaram Yechury, a JNU alumnus, tional system from the clutches of by the Ministry of HumanResource ontheissue. Kanhaiya Kumarwas:
. students were ruledthatantinationalslogans Rashid and Rama Naga jumped the gun todeclare that capitalistand communalforces”. - Developmentthatthenationalflag  oneof theleadingprotestersagainst
. : raised on February 9 werenot pro- _ Kanhaiya would campaignforhis Little has changed. mustfly on 207-footflagpolesatall46  the UGCdecisiontobasefinancial
DOI"II ng UD -f0r eXalnS tectedbythe fundamentalrightto Lyngdoh panel wassetup atthebe-  party intheelections, butthatcanny  Firebrand hemay be, but Kumar cenu'alumvers:t]esnatlomﬁﬂe. aidonmerit. The emboldened stu-
7 freedomof speech, including“...if = hestof India’sSupreme Court. Its youngman isalready speaking of . i i dentsnow want the UGC's “non-
that will land them theinfectionresulisininfectingthe  2006reportsaidIndianuniversities ~ creatinganew platform. NET” financial aid fobe expandedto
R . limb to the extent that it becomes should beallowed toelect students’ Youcan'tblame the communists provincial universities, too. Check -
top bureaucraticand eangrene amputationistheonly  unions, butkeeppoliticalpartiesat  for seeing Kumarasa talisman. onemoreboxfor the taxpayer:
. . freatment.” arm’'slength asthe primary func- Kumar's election as the JNUSU pres- Averylargenumber of studentsat
pOI IC_e-JODS. Arm&d Chillingwords. Buttheyhavenot  tionof auniversity iseducation,and  identin September last year was state-funded universities come from
. frozen Kumar, who inthe weeksince notpolitical indoctrination. Itnoted  goodnewsforthe All India Students’ the middle and bottom of India’s so-
With @ 800d nhisreleasehasbecomethedariing  that themajorityof universitystu- ~ Federation (AISF), the studentarm cial pyramid. Many critics have
. . of the Opposition and the media. dentsjustwanted togetonwiththeir of the Communist Party of India called for JNU tobe shut down be-
ed Ucat’ On, th ey Wi I l TheModigovernmenthascreateda  studiesandfound toomuchpolitics  (CPI). Althoughthe AISFhasbeen cause, they allege, taxpayersare sub-
: new political posterboy whosounds  distracting. active on the JNU campus for dec- - sidisingaden of traitorous, danger-
soon turn law- eerilylike Arvind Kejriwal. Itistoo ~ Kanhaiyaismagneticbecause ades, thiswas the first timeitwon ousanti-nationals, Thelast timel
+ ]2 ! early tocall KanhaiyaKumarapolit- India'spoliticallandscapeisnot the presidency of the union. The checked, mostof JNU's 8000-plus
abiding taXpayers icaleaderbutheisalreadylooking  awashwithcharisma, Modiwasin: ~ CPlhasbeen inprecipitousdecline students were boning upfor compet:
th I d toobigfor his AllIndia Students’ ' candescent two yearsago; hestill for many years. In the May 2014 gen- itiveexams thatwillland them top
emse VES, an Federation boots. ThePhDscholar ~ sparkles, buthiseffulgence has eral elections the party gotonly 0.79 u: bureaucraticand police jobs. Armed
t I’t t f th wonhispoliticalspursinhisunder-  dimmed, Rahul Gandhihasfound per cent of the votescastand wona @%#& ### ## @ withagood education, they will soon
Sta (0] Day or ose graduatedays in Bihar: Now, with his voice, but the combined opposi- single seat in parliament’s lower 5 turn law-abiding taxpayers them-
t I ﬂ grown-upsswooningover his ‘elec- tion doesnotfaze Modi. Hence house, down from four seats and 1.43 3 i .; selves, and start to pay for those
monumenta agS trifying’ oratory heissuddenlya Kanhaiya. Despite the glamour of per cent in 2009, and ten seats in 2004. : = monumentalﬂags
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