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_ Chavan’'s critics say that he has Congress MLA Irom Mumbai.
the very rareability touniteallthe

reputations ot these leaders, said
The ‘damage’, Congress leaders aformer Congress minister

“Whatever theexitpollsmay suggest ence would be to build or join an anti-

we are going to have good number in Eﬂm:ﬁhomﬁg

CHAITANYA KALBAG

Devout Hindus
believe weare
passing through the
Kali-yuga, when
evil rulesand
corruptionand
chaos engulf us.
Into that moral
decay willride
Kalki, the last
incarnation of
Vishnu, astride a
white horse...

‘When our primeministerrode on
horseback to the Vaishno Devi
shrine in Jammu last week, one
swooning supporter could not con-
tain himself and tweeted: “WhenI
saw Modion a white horse on way
MaaVaishnoDevi the avatara of

Kaliki (sic)flashed my mind. Whata
. leadership”. Devout Hindus believe

that we are passing through the
Kali-yuga, when evil rules the earth
and corruption, cruelty and chaos
engulf us. Into that moraldecay will
ride Kalki, thelast incarnation of
Vishnu, astride a white horse and
wieldinga brilliant sword.

Modiwas indefatigable. He was
incandescent. He was indispensa-
ble. He wasthe main item in the
Bharatiya Janata Party's do-or-die
campaign to win power in
Haryana, where the BJP was fight-
ingboth the Congress and the
Indian National Lok Dal; and in
Maharashtra, where voters were
spoiltfor choice, with the Congress,
the Nationalist Congress Party, the
Shiv Sena and the Maharashtra
Navnirman Samitialso primping
intheir garish windows. Was itany
wonder that Modi's return to the
campaign trail had to be presented
asthe Second Coming?

Now don’t get me wrong.
Narendra Modi was not waving

any sword from his steed, and de-
scribed himself modestly asa
small man who wantsto do big
things for small people when he
spoke in Manhattan a couple of
weeks ago. There islittle doubt
about the moral decay around us
that Modi says he will clean up,
while urginghis fellow Indians to

use toilets, stay clean, and put their

noses to the grindstone. On
Thursday he launched the Shram

Suvidha portaland extolled thevir- |}

tues of labour and of blue-collar
jobs. For askill-starved nation,
these areurgent priorities. We are
awash in an ocean of under-em-
ployed and unemployable young
people who will likely end in gen-
teel poverty because they were too
proud todirty their hands.
Justwhenyouthink heisall tuck-
ered out, Modi springs back with an-
otherzinger Attypical speed, hehas
adopted the biometric, Aadhaar-
based online system that Jharkhand
pioneered and turned it into theat-
tendance.govin portal, where 52,175
central government employees had
registered until Wednesday; 30,343 of
them were present. Only 36.5 per
centgot to work before9a.m. Good to
have this granularity, but isittoo
much toimagine that babus of a cer-
tain rank and below will soon be re-

@ Hooda&DLF

It was fitting that the final
act for Hooda should
coincide with a body blow
for one of his cronies, DLF

quired to wear uniforms, made per-
haps in prison shops manned by
politiciansjailed for corruption and
moral depravity? A littlemoreneeds
tobedone tokeep them there: Om
Prakash Chautalaof theIndian
National Lok Dal, jailed with hisson
for corruption, waslet outon bail
and then yanked back into Delhi’s
Tihar Jail last weekend because he
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paigning. But the four-time Haryana
chief minister hasmany tricks up
hissleeve. Afterallhelearntatthe
feet of hisfather Devi Lal.

More than 30 years ago I watched
‘Tau-ji’ battle the wily Bhajan Lal
for power in Haryana. Those were
the daysbefore the Anti-Defection
Law when both men abducted leg-
islators using money and other
blandishments and corralled them
asevidence beforea rubber-stamp
governor. Iremember onenightat
DeviLal'sfarmhouse being plied
with lassi and rustic fare while big
men with shotgunskept aneye on
the slippery MLAs. That sort of
drama isabsent now, but today’s
leaders have only become better at

sophistry. Anxious to win the Jat
vote, Narendra Modi praised khap
Eb%m@mﬁ thevillage caste coun-
cils that enforce the most primitive,
retrograde and misogynistic social
norms. Modi also courted the Dera
Sacha Sauda, the “social welfare
and philanthropic” organisation
whose leader Gurmeet Singh Ram
m Rahim Insan faces rather nasty

. - 2 criminal charges.

. Z Nostone was leftunturned, even

S & if there were worms under every

N oneof them. The man kicking over
“ most of the stones wasthe BJP's
Amit Shah, the capodi tutticapi,
the boss of all bosses whohas
sworn to make India “Congress-
mukt”, Until this week the !
Q:WMWEE& nine mﬁmﬁm if
you mﬂmmgmwﬁpmunﬂa ere
Prithviraj Chavan’s government
fell just before the election. The
BJP ruled five. If the BJP wins out-
right victories in both states, as
exit polls predict, we will see Modi
athis imperial best, anointing new
and very likely untried chief min-
istersas he did Anandiben Patel in
Gujarat. Already by the eveningof
polling day Maharashira BJP chief
Devendra Fadnavis was speaking
like a chief minister-elect, and
quibblerslike Pankaja Munde had
quietened down. When it was clear

fa||_ Kalki Narendra Modi _u__mm on a Jat Plane

that right-wing Maratha politics
had been trumped by Modi's caste-
agnostic development message,

Uddhav Thackeray begantomake =

conciliatory noises. But the Shiv
Sena boss will at best bea tributary,
avassal, if Modi wins big.

Aclearvictory in Haryana is im-
portant: a coalition would present
Modi with the Hobson'schoice of
embracing theunsavoury Chautala.
But whowill Modinameto the top
post there? If he plumpsfor Sushma,
hewilllose one more ministerfrom
hisalready overworked cabinet.

It wasfitting that the final act for
Bhupinder Singh Hooda in Haryana
should coincide with a body blow for
oneof hiscronies, Gurgaon’s biggest
developer DLE Last weekend the
Securitiesand Exchange Board of
India said DLF wasguilty of misde-
meanours inits July 2007 IPOand
banned the companyaswellasits
promoter K.E Singh, hissonand
daughterand three other executives
from the capital marketsfor three
years. If youhad boughta DLF share
onJanuary 11,2008 at Rs 1196, you
would have lost 90 per cent of your
money by Thursday, which was
Global Handwashing Day Istherea
parable in thereabout the riseand
fallof power; patronage and plunder
under Congressrule?

®o o
( E

.mv\;:i b

G

\_\/t.\_\.,ﬁl... \!IV i

e B T

-




