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Is Modi Hoping Public Memory Will Stay Short?

National Security Advisor Sartaj NSA Ajit Doval. fence, oil and gas, uranium, and com- script fragments scattered around was anew cricket sensation, with the
The Needle S Eye Aziz, Azizsaid notalks with India The shortnessof public memory A]lﬁveCenlralASIanmpubhcs bating terrorism. Iwassurprised Central Asia. IPL inquiry handing down harsh
canbeheld without Kashmironthe  neverceasestoamazeme, andthis Modi visited are Muslim. Thereis that Sanskritdid notfigure on the “The Sanskritfragments, which bansand suspensions, but nearly for-
agenda, and also brought in India’s moreso in India where most of us concern thattheIslamicStateterror  agenda. Oneschool of historians could number twenty-fivethousand,  gotten weretherevelationsof the
o ; alleged support for the insurgencyin  seem tobehave like pebbles skitter- organisation isfindingeasypickings theorises thatthe Aryansswept arenow preserved invariousinstitu- 2011 Socio Economicand Caste
Pakistan’s Balochistan province. ingacrossapond’ssurface-bounce,  inthese former Sovietsatellites. All  down intoIndiafrom the rugged tions in Ankara, Berlin, Harvard, Census.
The Ufa statement had said both splash, bounce, splash. fiveareled by strongleaderswhodo = reachesof Central Asia. Butalotof — Helsinki, Kyoto, London, Liishun TheModigovernment, staringata
countries would cooperate toelimi- Look at the speed with which we not brook any opposition. research hasbeendone onadifferent  (China), Munich, Paris, St. nasty battle in Bihar, isapparently
nate terrorism from South Asia, zoom in and outof our latest titilla- Turkmenistan’s ruler Suparmurat kind of traffic. Before theadventof Petersburg, Washington and Yale,” sittingon the caste part of the census.
| ! : which is interesting knowing that tion. TAM Media Researchdata Niyazov, who died in 2006, erected a Islam, Central Asia washeavily Karashima wrote, adding that even But the socio-economic data isshock-
i : Indiasaysitis plagued by Pakistani-  showthatfromaboutd40hoursaday  50-footgold-platedstatueof himself  Buddhist, and Sanskritwasthemain morefragmentsfound inXinjiangre- ing. Afewhighlights: in three-quar-
Cha Itanya Kal bag sponsored terrorismanddoesnotit-  onJune15, English TV news chan- inthecentreof Ashgabatthatwould vehicleforthespreadof Buddhism.  centlyarenowpreservedin Beijing’s tersof 179million households, the
EEESSE——— self interfere in itsneighbour’s af- nels’ coverage of the LalitModiaffair rotate with the sun. President Seishi Karashima, ascholar of National Library. monthly income of the highest-paid
: fairs. InterestingalsothatModi,who plunged tonearlyzeroby July3. Two Nursultan Nazarbayevhasruled Buddhism and SanskritatJapan’s Clearly, thesearesignpostsinanex- memberislessthan5,000($79); 38
? . isusually all a-twitterabouthisactiv- dayslater it wasnearly 40hoursof Kazakhstansince 1989. Three Soka University, wroteinarecentpa-  citingjourney of discovery butare per cent are landless, manual labour-
It S |nterest| ng ities, did not tweetatallabouthis the Vyapamscam. Howmanyof us ~ monthsagohe wonre-electionwith  perthatinthelate19thandearly20th India’s Sanskritscholars involved ers; and unsurprisingly, only 4.58 per
th t M d h . meeting with Sharif. know what Vyapam standsfor?It is 98 per cent of the vote. centuries great-power rivalry be- and interested? They seemmostlyto  centpay income or professional tax.
Al IVIOQI, WNO IS Ammostexactly sixyearsago,when ~ VyavasayikParikshaMandal-the ~ Modiwasinquestof aSilkRoadfor tweenBritainand Russiaextended hearken back tochampioning Thisdata came closeon theheels of a
" " Prime Minister Manmohan Singh professional examinationand re- the21st Century asheputit,seeking  eventothediscoveryanddecipher- Sanskritasa Hindulanguage that Rapid Survey of Children conducted
USUQAllY all  issuedamoreorlesssimilarlyword- ~ cruitmentboardrunby theMadhya  tradeand cooperationonculture,de-  ingof thousandsof Sanskritmanu-  will re-establishIndia’sgreatnessas by UNICEFand the Ministry of
'tth b Ut ed statement with his Pakistani Pradesh government. a‘vishwaguru',aglobalmentor. ‘Women and Child Development,
d ITter abo counterpart in the Egyptian resort PM Modiobviously has very savvy Karashima attended the World which also the government wasap-
h- Ct|Viti d d of Sharmel-Sheikh, he wasattacked mediaadviserseven if wedon'tever Sanskrit Conference in Bangkoktwo  parently sittingon sincelast October.
ISa €S, 010  ferociously by the BharatiyaJanata heartheirnames. Hetookoneof his weeksago. Thatwaswhere Foreign  Thosefindings, leaked by The
not tWeet at a" Party for having capitulated to customary breaks with an eight-day Minister Sushma Swaraj, sliding Economist, show Gujaratduring the
Pakistan. “Nosooner wastheink triptothefive ‘stans’ of Central Asia, past the Lalit Modi din, announced Narendra Modi years doing worse
ab 0 Ut h | sm eet| n dry onthejointstatement, Pakistani and the BRICSand Shanghai herministry wouldestablishaJoint  thanthenational average in immuni-
g leaderswereaccusingIndiaof sup-  Cooperation Organisation summits Secretary’sposttopromote Sanskrit.  sation, malnutrition, and stunting.
W'th Sha rlf porting insurgency in in Ufa. He was obviously betting that Is Sanskritalsogoingtobealan- Instead of reactingdefensively to
Balochistan...Allthe watersof sev-  theheatand dustback home would guage of diplomacy? It bogglesthe these surveys, the government would
enseas willnot wash the shame at settle down with the advancing mon- mind, but be prepared to read dé- have done well to embrace the find-
Did Narendra Modijustexperience =~ Sharm-el-Sheikh,” BJP leader soon. Although he did not have his fa- marchesin Sanskritonwwwnaren-  ings,and then vowed to dramatically
his Sharm el-Sheikh moment? The Yashwant Sinha thundered. vourite Indian-diaspora audiences in < dramodi.in raise the standards of health, educa-
jointIndia-Pakistan statement is- Sound familiar? Thistimetheshoe  Tashkent, Astana, Ashgabat, ] Iwas saying (if youarestill with tion, livelihood and nutrition for the
sued in the Russian city of Ufalast ison the otherfoot, but we are as- Bishkek and Dushanbe, he wasasen- me}matpuhhcmemory isexceed- vast majority of our populationdra-
Friday, after Modi initiated ameeting  sured the Modi governmentwill ergetic asever, making speeches, “ ingly shortinIndia. Sureenough, matically over the next four yearsof
with Pakistani PM Nawaz Sharif, has  walk the talk, and talks will take signing agreements, unveiling “ things had simmered down by the itsterm. Thatis, if we canremember
been all but repudiated by Sharif’s placesoon between AzizandIndia’s  Gandhi busts, and reciting Uighur Z timeModireturned home, There longenough to make itaccountable.
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