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Instafame! Modi Zooms In and Out of Your Viewfinder

‘What better settingtojoin NehrumadeinHindiintheirorigi-  targets will pile pressureon India, centof Fiji'spopulation,downfrom tripisnotaday toosoon. Twodays trip that alsotakes infour cities in
The Needle’s Eye Instagram than Nay Pyi Taw, nalglory, with translations, some- which with Chinawassofarresist- 51 percentin1966. Suvaisalsohead- afterhim, China’sXiwillalsocome  Australiaand the Pacificisland na-
\ Myanmar’snew capital, back- thingthatought to gladden Modi. anttocavingintodemandsthatde-  quartersof the PacificIslands callingin Suva. Beijinghaspledged  tionof Fiji whenhe willbeoff again
dropped by visuals of spectacular Thousands of hoursof AllIndia veloping countriesslashtheiremis-  Forum,agroupingof 14islandstates about$l5billionindevelopmental  toNepalforhissecond visitinthree
pagodas, withthousandsof swoon-  Radioarchival tapes have been sions. Whatdoes thishavetodowith alongwith Australiaand New aid over the pastfew yearstotheis- months. Itisgood thatthe latest ex-
ingfollowersnow abletofollowour  painstakingly transcribed. Most Fiji? Let'slook at some facts. ' Zealand,andthoseislandshavebeen lands. Chinawantstoconsolidateits pansiontakeshisministerialteam
peripatetic primeministerinnearly  fascinating for history buffs will be Although Fiji'scapital Suvais 12,000 getting increasingly alarmed and China-Pacific Islands Countries to66and all that kerfuffle abouta
every digital form. A gushinggov- the years 1947 to 1951, when Nehru km from New Delhi, one-thirdof the  upsetbyIndia’s(and China’s)stand  Economic Developmentand lean and mean team has been quietly
ernmentannouncement listed the led an unelected, transitional gov- island’s population is Hindu. onclimate change. Many of them Cooperation Forum. You can see jettisoned. You can be sure Modi will
social-media forums he frequents, ernmentinanewnationandhadto  Indiansnow constituteonly37.5per  fearthattheirfragile archipelagos, why our primeminister needed to be keepinga sharpeye on his 21 new
. R butIwasnagged by adisturbing deal with the integration of the just two or three metres above sea earn thoseairmiles. ministers, whonow know that they
CHAITANYA KALBAG question: how will historians com- princely states, the making of the ’ i level, will be submerged by the Inearly forgot-between November canbe demoted for under-perform-
pile the “collected works of Constitution, theholdingof thefirst (@ Faster Work Pacificif global warmingcontinues  14(ChachaNehru'sbirthdayand ~ anceand rewarded for their cease-
NarendraModi” when somany of general elections, the beginnings of 5 g 3 unchecked. Modiisthefirstindian  Children’s Day) when Modi will be lesslabours. Themulti-talented
his thoughts are so, well, instant? the planning process, the Kashmir M[]dl S economic teamis prime minister to visit Fijiin 33 rubbingshoulderswithG-20leaders  Suresh Prabhu and the slippered,
No such problem for Jawaharlal crisis, and anewly nationalistic years. He willhostalunch summit in Brisbane, and the 19th (Indira chaat-eating technocrat ‘Manu'
Nehru, whose 125th birthanniversa-  China wherethe Communistshad  NEArly complete, theonly  withatleasttenislandheadsof state  Gandhi’sbirthday whichcoincides  Parrikarbringrefreshingsimplici- -
ryonFriday willseethelaunchofa  seized powerin1949. missin iece iS the head on November 19, and a little bit of with World Toilet Day), officialshere  ty and with thelikes of JayantSinha
new Nehru Heritage PortalbyHome  Buttocome back to Modi'schoice g p . goodwilland aiddiplomacy isbound  inIndia will be mobilising thou- and Rajyavardhan Rathore will sig-
Minister Rajnath Singh. Theportal  of destinations. Hechosenottogoto of the (Un) Planmng toyield dividends. Don't forgetthose  sandsof schoolchildrenfortheBal  nificantly raise the intelligence quo-
will house hundredsof thousandsof Beijingfor the AsiaPacific SERIE 14votes will count at the United Swacchta Mission. Thankstosocial tientof theleadershipteam.
lamnagged by a  photographs, audioclips, restored  Economic Cooperationsummitthis -~ COMMISSioN Nationsand inclimatetalks. Modi's media, don’tbesurprisedif yousee ~Justintime. A truckload of legisla-
5 . 3 Films Division footage, letters, week, butis in Myanmar for the East : anInstagram of acleanlooatthe tive work awaits Parliament's
disturbingquestion:  books speeches-atreasuretroveon  Asiasummitand meetings with NehruMemorial SchoolinSuvato  month-longwintersession. The
- = A India’sfirst prime minister. Every leaders of ASEAN-the Association mark theday economy is treading water and man-
how will historians sixweeksanewvolumeof Nehru's  of SouthEast Asian Nations. Then i : Butin Nay Pyi Taw and later ufacturersare bashful when they
3 Collected Works is hitting book- onto Australia for a Group of 20 Brisbane, withemergent Indiaseat-  should bebashingahead. Modi’s
Complle the shelves. Thenumbersareimpres:  summit, and Indian-community /' edateveryhightableyoucanimag-  economicteam isnearly complete—
“ sive. When the current editor-in- razzmatazz in Sydney and ine, the problems of runningana- theonlymissing piece is the head of
COI IectEd Works Of chief of the series, historian Melbourne. tionof 1.3 billion people can seem the (un)Planning Commission—and
.y Madhavan Palat, took overinlate * ButitisFiji thatshows how a Pax i S ethereally distant. And Modihas decision-making hasto speed up.
NarendraModi” 211, 4svolumesof the‘secondse. ~ Modianawilllikelyplayout. US. | " travelledthedistance, InNovember ~ Modilooks settosetto pourmore
h ries'hadbeen published inaddition ~ President Barack Obamaand ; e — g alonehewillbeon theroad for14 concrete into the foundations of re-
wnensoma ny Of tothe150f thefirstwhichranto China’sPresident XiJinpingstruck = / S days. Bynextmonthhewillhavevis-  form. Alongthe way he hasalsoset
h- th 1946. Thisweek Palatheld No.58in  ahistoric climate deal in Beijingon ]"' o z < ited allcontinentsexcept Africa. He  downanew coalition dharma: take
IsthoughtsSare SO, hishands. nall, the Worksmaytotal  Tuesday,withboth countriesgiving Z needsallthehelphecangetinrun-  itorlumpit, asin Maharashtra,
" . St t-? 100 volumes, After hetook charge, ground on their positions on emis- %‘ ningIndia. Barely willhe have wherea chastened Shiv Sena isnow
we ¥ INSANt?  paat began topublishthespeeches  sions. Theirnewly-agreed emission < caughthisbreath after a gruelling coloured black, blue and saffron.
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