.« quality @s monitored by all
stations between 5pm and 6pm

words. That’snotall. If the informa-
tion isn’t maintained by a govern-
ment office, it won’t be mandatory
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if itdoesnot pertain to his charge.

raised the

T ties.”

However, Section 4 (5) of the UP  hacklesof RTI The rules, noti-

rules says, “...if a part or whole of

activists

fied on December3,

complainaicux appeuant
“This provision makes RTI activ-

i
1casy «1 wauwses That either go
against the spirit of the RTI Act.

Narvaean..
quently deposed before the Citizen s
Tribunal in the wake of 2002 riots.
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When we abandon
~ rhetoricand
posturingand put

our heads together

andstarttothink of
whatisgoingto
make our economy
better, thenthings
starthappening

" PresidentBarack Obama delivered

A

W
o)

hisfinal State of the Union speech at
9pm in Washington and New York on
Tuesday: That is the same prime time
every evening when we Indians en-
duremultiple SOTUs emanatingin
hot gustsfrom ourtelevision screens,
Americansareluckier. They get to
hearaSOTU orationjustoncea year.

Ireproduce three of the four big
questions that Obama posed for
Americans in his speech, because
they could well be posed for Indians
aswell: How do we give everyonea
fair shot at opportunity and security
inthisnew economy? How do we
make technology work for us, and not
againstus, especially when it comes
tosolvingurgent challengeslike cli-
mate change? And how can wemake
ourpolitics reflect what’s best in us,
and not what’s worst?

Theseare good questionsfor
Indians in 2016. When we abandon
rhetoricand posturing and put our
headstogetherand startto think of
what is going tomake our economy
better; then things start happening.

First, though, we have to get past the
windbaggery. There has been alotof
that, especially after the New Year’s
terroristattack on the Pathankot Air
Forcebase.

Wehave heard of intelligencefail-
ures, a poor tactical response, wheth-
erornot National Security Adviser
AjitDoval should havesent in the
National Security Guard or whether
thearmy ought to have been rushed
intotheairbase. There wasalsoa
premature claim by the authorities
thatall the terroristshad been ‘neu-
tralised’ the very first day, January 2.
Asweknow, ittook three moredays
before all the terrorists were con-
firmedKkilled and the base secured.
Evennow, itisnot clear if there were
four attackers, or six. There were
many lapses, including the ease with'
which the attackers gotinto the base
overan11-foot fence and then rested a

wholenightin adisused equipment
shed.

" Butitwasnotallbad. Indialostsev-

enmen, and as Defence Minister
Manohar Parrikar wasatpainsto
stress, only oneof themdied in direct
combat. Ittakesalongtimetoclear
up aftera terrorist incident—authori-
tiesarestill piecing together evi-
dence from the November 13, 2015 at-
tacksin Paris. Nine of those
attackersaredead but two arestill on
therun including purported master-
mind Salah Abdeslam.
Icountedatleast58terrorist attacks
inIndiasofarthis century Theseare
themajor ones, the biggest one being
the November 26, 2008 attacks in
Mumbai thatleftatleast 191 people
dead at multiple locations. The ques-
tion is, howmany more attacks
would have taken place if our intelli-
genceagencies and the police were
notvigilant? Every successful terror-
istattack implies a failure of intelli-
genceand security But how prepared
are wefor large-scaleterror attacks?
Before we examine this, let us also
consider thefact that terrorattacks
onIndiarepresentthe permanent
war that weareengaged in. WhenI
worked with an international news
agency,aboilerplate phrase thatre-
portersused in stories on subconti-
nental tensions was “India and
Pakistan have fought three wars
since independence, two of them
over Kashmir” Therealityisthat,
starting from 1947 when Maharaja
Hari Singh acceded toIndia, our
western neighbour haswaged proxy
waragainst us, starting with the in-

o

vasion of Kasimir by rapacious
Pathan tribesnen that drew the two
new armies iito first combat.
Especially ater India and Pakistan
tested atomicwveapons in May 1998,
makingours e only permanently
hostile borderin the world separat-
ingtwo huge uclear-armed mili-
tariesitchingo obliterate one anoth-
er; Pakistan his preferred using
irregulars, wlether you call them ji-
hadis orfiday:en or terrorists or free-
dom fighters, ‘ather than engaging

THE BIG QUESTION
Every
@ successful
terrorist attack
implies afailure of
intelligence and security

theenemy inafull-scale war.
Thereislittle else that you can ex-
pectfromatheocratic state where
every National Security Adviserisa
retired general, and where the army
isinextricably linked toa web of
businesses, including drug-and gun-
running, thatmake it near-suicidal to
engage ina conventional war that
might wipe out its ‘industrial’ assets.
We should not forget that the last con-
ventional war in 1971 led to the sun-
deringof EastPakistanandthehu- |
miliation of a ceasefire imposed by
Indira Gandhi on General Yahya
Khan in the west.
India’smonumental mishandling
of the 1987 Kashmir elections and the
insurrection that broke out in the
Valley two yearslater only played
into Pakistan’shands. If we are talk-
ingaboutfailuresof intelligenceand
preparedness, we cannot get worse
examples than the shepherds who

spotted Pakistaniinfiltratorsin
Kargil in 1999, immediately after Atal
Behari Vajpayee drove across the
border toembrace-whoelse? -
Nawaz Sharif ina ‘historic’ peace
breakthrough. That wasa war that
Pakistanagain blamed on ‘non-state
actors’ but involved their own
Northern Light Infantry soldiers in
mufti.

Nor can we forget the New Year’s
Eve 1999 hijacking of Indian Airlines
flightIC814, and the humiliatingre-
lease by Vajpayee’s government of
threemilitantleaders in exchange for
thehostages. Chief amongthe three
was Masood Azhar, who promptly
whipped up the Jaish-e-Mohammed,
which staged the December 2001 at-
tack on India’s parliament. Now how
worse can a securityfailure be than
letting terrorists strikeat the very
core of your democracy?

The parliament attack nearly led to
afull-scale war. Back thenIwas Asia
Editorat Reuters. India and Pakistan
both fell within my watch and I're-
member spending many nights
sweating over detailed plansto evac-
uate staff and theirfamilies if nucle-
ar-tipped missiles were launched by
either country. Wehavelived
through that,and much more, and
Pakistan continues to wage war on
India through its cat’s-paws.

Of greater importance than the fin-
ger-pointing that starts when an inci-
dentlike Pathankot takes place is our
failure toset uparobust, cast-iron in-
telligence machine.

P Chidambaram, who wasnamed the
homeminister after the traumatic

(Quotient: Is Pathankot a Deflection or Inflection Point?

Mumbai 2008 attacks, admitted ina
recent column that hisbiggest regret
isnotsettingupa National Counter

. Terrorism Centre NCTC), which
was bazooka-ed by the blackmail and
back-stabbing that paralysed the
UPA-led coalition government in
Delhi.

Equally shocking—and this goes
back to Obama’s questions above—
was thefailure by Manmohan
Singh’sgovernment tosetup the
much-ballyhooed NatGrid-the
National Intelligence Grid that
would have pulled together data from
core security agenciestoformapat-
ternthat could prove invaluable in
thefightagainst terror. Raghu
Raman, aformer army officer who
was NatGrid CEO, told me thathe
and histeam prepared a Detailed
Project Reportin110daysflat, butthe _
grid wasnever set up during hisfive-
year stint. Chidambaram was moved
from the Home to the Finance
Ministry in July 2012, and both the
NCTCand NatGrid went intodeep
freeze. Raman wasfired the moment
Narendra Modi took office in 2014.

Besides Doval, himself aformer di-
rector of the Intelligence Bureau, the
Prime Minister’s Office has two oth-
erseniorintelligence officersin key
posts. RN Ravi is the Director of the
Joint Intelligence Committee, and
former IB director Asif Ibrahim is
Modi’s special envoy on counter-ter-
rorism and extremism. Youcouldn’t
ask forabetterbrainstrusttocrafta
better readiness-and-response strate-
gy. Will these men make Pathankota
pointof deflection or inflection?
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