Speakingwire, ...
father, Sartaj, said: “A traitor can-
not be my son, straight and sim-
ple.” Sartaj refused to take
Saifullah’s body, saying, “A traitor

he had even “an iota of inkling”
about his activities.

The encounter came as UP and
Madhya Pradesh police teams car-
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ISIS ideology They were using their
own properties and other sourcesto
fund their activities,” he said.

‘Keligion always wins. 1u.
victory of Hindutva. The theory of
Hindutva terror floated by the

flat on its Tace

___________ ane wanaot 1 207 and the ex-
plosion on the Samjhauta Express.
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How to Win (And Whip Up a Few Crowds Along the Way)

TheNeedle'sEye

CHAITANYA KALBAG

Asourall-too-brief winterslipsintoa
warm spring, weare headed -once
again-for another Judgement Day in
our interminable elections. But, just
aswestart toweary of the burdens of
democracy, it is useful to remember
themeaningof that word: “power of
the people”. Timeand again weare
reminded of the power of our people.
That power can behealing, asata
prayer meeting. It can be uplifting, as
atagood concert. It can be transforma-
tional, if youare the winner inanelec-
tion.Itcanbealotelse, too.
Itcanbeseductive. Itiseasy tostic-
cumbtotheallureof instantnational-
ism. Itrequireslittle effort to join your
shouttoamob'sroar;

. Itcanbebeguiling. The spiritof the
crowd is irresistible. Otherwise ra-
tional peoplearesweptup by the tide
of dislikeand faux disgust. They are

+ only tooready to pick upastoneand
fling it at the crowd’s target. Time was

y Whenitused tobereal stonesflungat

ahapless wretch whomight have
beenaceused of beinga pick-pocket
onabusy street. Now it isabuse, ob-
seenities, and threats spat out in globs
of social media.

Ttean bewarm and enveloping to swim
in theamnioticfluid of instant patriot-
ism. Itisalsodeceptive to believe that
youare inanoverwhelming majority
evenif youareon thefringe. If you
look over your shoulder you willnotice
that youaremarchingat theheadof a
ghostarmy: One of thesedays you
could have thatarmy comingat you.

It can be comforting tobe partof acy-
bermob. It took just over a week of
unremittinghatred for Gurmehar
Kaurtoflee Delhi.

Sports heroes and heroic politicians,
each powerfuland influential, set their
baleful sights on her: Our finance min-
isterlectured on the need for adebate
on free speech at the London School of
Economics, forgettingthat hisright to
freespeech 40 yearsagoasaleader of
the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad in Delhi University launched
himon hisown political career:

Arun Jaitley didnot call forabanon
political parties incubating talenton
college campuses: wherewould the
BJP'seducated cadres come from?
Similarly, the communist parties, on
their back feet acrossmostof India,
alsoneed thenew blood of studentap-
paratchiks. Significantly the
Congress'sstudent wing isnow a pale
shadow of its virility inthe 1970sand
1980s; that is a good explanation for the

. party’sinexorable marginalisation.

Kaurdidnotutter ortweetasinglein-
cendiary or insurrectional word: one
placardsheheld up, outof 36ina
Facebook slideshow posted a yearago
tochronicleherjourney froma child
hater toan adult peacenik, was
snatched out of context. She was juxta-
posed with Dawood Ibrahim, Adolf
Hitlerand Osama bin Laden. It was
openseasonon WhatsApp-eventhe
death of Kaur'ssoldier-fatherin
Kashmir wasdenigrated; everything
fromher nationality toher morals was
avidly shared and shredded. It wastoo
much forher

The power of the crowd isfrighten-
ing, and it takes extraordinary cour-
age tostand up toanadvancing mob.
George Orwell, in his 1936 essay
“Shooting an Elephant”, described
that implacable force:

“Butat thatmoment I glanced round
atthe [Burmese] crowd that had fol-
lowed me. It was an immense crowd,
twothousand atthe leastand growing
every minute. It blocked the road fora
longdistance oneither side. Ilooked at
theseaof yellowfacesabove thegar-
ish clothes ~facesall happy and excit-
edover thisbitof fun, all certain that
theelephantwasgoing to be shot.
They were watching meas they would
watch aconjurer about to performa
trick. They did notlike me, but with
themagicalriflein my handsIwasmo-
mentarily worth watching. Andsud-
denly Irealized thatIshould have to
shoot theelephant afterall. The people

expected itof meandIhadgottodoit;1
could feel their two thousand wills
pressing meforward, irresistibly”
President PranabMukherjee, in thefi-
nalmonthsof histerm, isstartingto
takeawistfullookatdemocracy, na-
tion-building, respect for wornen and
freedom of speech. Speaking in Kochi

MISPLACED IDEA

@ It is also deceptive

to believe that
youareinan

overwhelming majority
even if you are on the fringe
M, s
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onMarch 2, hesaid: “Thereshould be
noroom in Indiafor the intolerant
Indian. India has been since ancient
timesa bastion of free thought, speech
and expression. Oursociety hasal-
ways been characterized by the open
contestation of diverseschoolsof
thoughtand debate as well asdiscus-
sion. Freedomof speechand expres-
sion isone of themost important fun-
damental rights guaranteed by our
Constitution. There must be space for
legitimate criticism and dissent.”
Good, statesmanlike words. Sadly, we
didnotgetmuch of thatfrom PM
Narendra Modi, who turned onthe
fullforee of his personality in the dy-
ingdays of the Uttar Pradesh election
campaign, rousing crowd after crowd

ANIRBAN BORA

ashetrashedall of independent
India’s governments before hisandac-
cused thestate’sruling Samajwadi
Party of acatalogueof crimes,

HERE IS SOME PERSPECTIVE:

@ Inastate whereone infive citizens
isaMuslim, the BJPdid notfield asin-
gleMuslim candidate becausenotone
passed its ‘winnability’ test.

® 18% of the4,823 candidates inthe
UP election have criminal cases pend-
ingagainst them (thisdatais from the
Association for Democratic Reforms)
@ Youcan call italevel playing field:
36% of BJP candidates, 38% of
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) candi-
dates, 37% of SPcandidatesand 32%
of Congress candidates have criminal
cases pendingagainst them.

@ 58% of thecandidates have notdis-
closed their income-tax details.

The heatand dust whipped up by Modi
and his chief rivals, the SP’s Akhilesh
Yadavy; the BSP's Mayawati, and
Congress's Rahul Gandhirose to ty-

* phoonstrength. Moreand moredra-

maticlanguage was flungabout. Modi
pulled outall thestops: nofewer than
19central ministers campaigned,
some for weeks.

Modi has been the MP for Varanasi for
nearly three years. Hecomplained
thathisdevelopment plans had been
stymied by the state government. As
primeminister; however, he isnotex-
actly powerless: the Varanasimayor,
Ram Gopal Mohale, and all three state
legislatorsfrom thecity arefrom BJP.

Every BanarasiIspoke with said cor-
ruption, sloth, inefficiency and turf bat-
tlesbetween Mohaleand the ML As had
hobbled projects. I asked how Modi's
doneon his pledges: cleaning up the
ghats on the Ganga (so-s0); puttingall
hangingelectric cables underground
(work under way); buildingaringroad
(land acquisition going on); 24-hour elec-
tricity (has improved toabout 22 hours
but is it thanks to Modi or Akhilesh?).
Nothingdaunted, Modiled an hour-
long cavalcade onaroad-show
through thedingy lanesof Kashi, the
ancientnamefor Varanasi, topray at
the Kashi Vishwanath temple. Healso
made suretopay homage to Kaal
Bhairay, themost fearsome incarna-
tionof Lord Shiva, who isknown as
the Kotwal (sheriff) of Kashi.

Forty constituencies voted on
Wednesday in the seventh and final
phaseof the UPelection. The bomb
blastonatrain in Madhya Pradeshon
Tuesday, and the gun-battle deathiof a
terroristin Lucknow, weresober punc-
tuationmarks hoursbefore the poll
booths opened. Nearlyeverybody I
spoke with said thehawa(wind) was
blowingthe BJP's way,and the party
wouldwinbigin Poorvanchal(the east-
ernpartof thestate). Oneof thefirst
thingsanew BJPadministrationwill

. do, if the partyreturns topower; isto

throw openahuge Trade Facilitation
Centreand Crafts Museumat Varanasi
that Modipledged in 2014. That will like-
Iynotbethe only edificetobe built:don't -
forgetthe Ram temple in Ayodhya.
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