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u=zm Hope, Hype and Heat: The Modi Baptism

[t seemed like the rhyming slo- ernment’stime-passgimmicksof  dia, worklonghoursandbemodest belligerence, The Punelynching filtrators' in the Northeast, thecer- and the President promised his
gans, the election jingles, and the (un-empowered)Groups of intheir trappings. Bureaucrats byaflashmobof zealotsisonesig- taintyof aRamtemplein Ayodhya, governmentwouldrise tothe occa-
CHAITANYA grandiloguence of the Bharatiya Ministersand Empowered have been promised more power nal;soisthechillingpleasantness  andtheneedfor Hindustoprocre-  sion tofulfil them. “In 60 months
KALBAG JanataParty’smanifestowere  Groupsof Ministers. (Mukherjee andautonomy and ordered to with which Vishwa Hindu ate ingreaternumbers. Checking  from now, we should beable tosay
all that we needed to shakeusout himself headed 12 GoMsand 12 buckledown. Lawyersareaghast = Parishadleader Ashok Singhal illegal immigration is unexcep- with confidence and pride that we
Former Reuters  of our psychicnumbingduring = EGoMs beforeheascended that the Chief Justice of India spokeon television of Muslim‘in-  tionable, but throwingpeopleoutis havedoneit,” he said. Note that
Asia Editor the past few years. Alliteration Raisina Hill to his sinecure in wants courts to work 365days a non-trivial and deeply divisive. 2019is also the deadline for the
hit you everywhere youturned.  RashtrapatiBhavan). year to chisel down their backlog Modi's victory was not the only Swachh Bharat Mission, which
Narendra Moditold asmallaudi-  Afterthecrescendoof elections,  of cases. Governmentofficesare scorcher thissummer. High tem- aimsat toilets and open spaceslit-
ence last Sunday that weneeded thebusinessof anewgovernment actually getting dusted off and are peratures not seen since 1952, the tered with garbage.
toramp up our Skills, Scaleand  isnearly alwaysquieter; but this a-buzz with rumours that Modi year our first Parliament took Iwish. Rightnow I wish India
: Speed if we wanted to compete will bring back six-day weeks and oath, have singed ordinarymortals were Europe, where inflation is
Th ere IS a New sense  with China. The following day ALL INVITED that tea breaks will be frowned innorthIndia. Twolocal BJPpoli-  low, nearly zero, and deposit inter-
f f [ . Presxdent_Prana_b Mukherjee sy o upon.During Indira Gandhi's 1975- ticians were killed in Greater estrates were cut tominus 0.1 per
OT PUrPOSETUINESS IN  echoed this in his speech to M0d| S tal(eover IS 77 Emergency rule buses were Noida and Muzaffarnagarin Uttar ~ cent, which means you are being
governm ent Many Parliament. He sald_ the govern- painted with slogans like “Work Prades!:l, addingtoriotsoverpow-  encouraged tospend rather than
. ment would also build a Strong, pro bably the most More, Talk Less”. More than two- ercuts inseveral UP towns. Home  pay your bank to keep your money.
of the e ar]y Steps Self-reliant and Self-confident . thirds of our population wasborn Minister Rajnath Singh,aformer  The Organisation for Economic
2 ' India. It would revive Brand keenly watChEd |n after thatanushasanparva (era of chief minister of UP, willhavehis = Cooperation and Development
Modi has taken Indiaridingon “our strengths of hist hel discipline) and will be impatient hands full sortingoutlawandor-  says while momentum is weaken-
flect his Chief IS Tradition, Talent Tourism, our history, helped  fortessgovernment, evenir Modi der in our darkest and largeststate. _ing in most emergingeconomies,
reriect his Chie Trade and Technology”. Indians b TV d -Iw'tt means more governance. Elsewhere in India, sectarian India isata “tentative positive
Executive Offl cer thirsting for quick results would y an | er Itis what Modi does not say that is NEED ANSWERS crowds clashed in Tauru, furning point”. India’s stock mar-
i i get them thanks to the three ’ i concerning. He has maintained a : s . Belgaum, Hyderabad, Poonch,and  kets hitmore than $1.5 trillion in
Sty [e in GU] arat. He  Dsof Democracy, Demography time Modi's takeover is probably studied silence on the mischief M0d| has malntal ned even Ahmedabad. Wewereprom-  value this week, weeks before
5 . and Demand. the most keenly watched in our and bigotry that are sprouting like - 2 ised by Mukherjee that the new ArunJaitley unveils his first
does not believe in True, thereisanewsenseof pur-  history helpedby Televisionand  poison weedsonthebordersof his StUdIEd S||ence ON  sovernmentwoulddraftanational budget. Theardourhas cooled
en d I ess me etl nes posefulness in government. Many  Twitter: Every appointment and green gar‘den, _Dlsconf:ertmgix the . . plan to curb communal violence only abit as the summer grinds to-
g of theearly stepsModihastaken  directiveisgristforthegossipmill. lunaticfringeisreinvigoratedand the m|SChIQf and andshowzerotolerancetowards ~ wardsamonsoon that is certain to
and bUCk‘D assing reflecthis Chief Executive Officer ~ There isawelcomeabsenceof grey would love to take centre-stage. . riotsand crime. be the worst in four years. A se-

: style in Gujarat. He doesnot be- party eminences with puffed The Born Agains, the Recent blgotry that are Modimustbeseentobecracking vere droughtand soaring food
lieve in endless meetings and chestssounding off about their Converts and the Newly . I-k down onsuch eruptions,evenif he pricesseem suretograb usby our
buck-passing. Hehasaskedtobe  bailiwicks. Modi'sministershave Emboldenedhavesuddeniyfound ~ SPFOUtING lIKe isallowing himself longerhori-  throats. More tests for Modi, and
briefed by senior bureaucrats. He  been warnednottoputtheirfeetin  voice, and social media are throb- - d zons for other goals. Last week I wthe nation is watching and wait-
has thrown out the previous gov- theirmouths, be wary of the me- bing with vitrioland unconcealed DOISOH Wee 5... wrote about Great Expectations, ing to Learn Leadership Lessons.
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