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Does the Modi Govt Have Its Finger on India’s Pulse?

happened, Avidyanath'sprotégéand  twoandahalf times thesize of Dikshitasitschief UP candidate. the proportion of protein-rich foods crunch, theModigovernmenthasre-  causestate governments baulkedat
11 (S0 (S AVl | successorAdityanathlaunchedan  Turkey'spopulation, soif Turkeyis ~ Meanwhile, MulayamSingh Yadav  likepulsesinourdiets,awayfroma  acted inpanicmode,and imposed buyingstocks of raw, unmilled pulses
opinion pollon hiswebsiteaskinghis  strategicenoughtomeritworldhead-  andtherulingSamajwadi Party are carbohydrate-rich diet of riceand market-controlmechanismsthatare  thatnobody would take off their hands.
followersif thereoughttobepopula-  lineseveryday, why not Uttar Pradesh?  alsogirding theirloins. The Muslim wheat. A carb-richdiet induces both downrightsocialist in nature. ‘Theresult? Prices of tur(pigeon
tion controls on Muslims. Gorakhpur, or Gau-raksha-pur; islit-  voteisgoingtobecrucial, asistheJat  diabetesand cardiacproblems Butwe  Justbeforethe Biharelectionsin peas), the mostaspirational of all the
Last week PrimeMinister Narendra erally “cow protection town’”. vote, the Yadav vote, the Brahminvote  don't produce enough pulses tofeed October 2015, pulses’ prices went pulses, hoveraround 200 per kilo-
Modi travelled to Gorakhpurtounveil  Adityanathisanupper-caste Thakur,  andthe Thakurvote. our growingappetites. through the roof. First, the govern- gram. Supplies have dwindled toa
astatueof Avaidyanath. Theusually  notjustamonk. Dayashankar Singh, Over thenextfew weeksand months,  Twosuccessive droughts badly hit ment imposed stock limits, scaring trickle inthe market. We areentering
loquacious Modi madea very short the BJP ‘leader’ whoabused Dalitsu-  alltheseplayersaregoingtoregister  pulsesoutput, whichfellto17million  away traders,drivingtransactionsun- peak-demand season, and imports
ten-minute speech in which he care- premo and Bahujan Samaj Party theirambition and influence. Donot tonnes in 2015/16from 19.78 million derground, and revivingharassment  will startonly in October-December:
fully skirted politicsand extolledreli-  (BSP)chief Mayawati, isalsoa foramomentstarttofeel thatanyone  tonnesin2013/14.LastyearIndiaim- by inspectors and taxmen. To make The response? An alarmed govern-
gious lineages and Avaidyanath. He Thakurflaunting his virulent caste party orpoliticianin Uttar Pradeshis  ported5.79million tonnes of pulses, matters worse, stock limits were im- menthassetupahigh-level Groupon
had fulsome praisefor Mahant(head  bias. Mayawati won power in 2007 asaint. AstheysayinHindi, ‘'sabekhi  upsharply from4.58 millionin posed even on importers. Mostpulses  Cartelization/Hoarding/Speculation
priest) Adityanath, himself afive- : area Rabi cropand get harvested in Pulses, headed by Hem Pande,
Maybe 'mstartingtoseeghostsin ~ timeMP. | around FebruaryandMarch. Demand ~ Secretary in the Department of
dark corners. Why else do we have Avaidyanath's canonisation was su- | peaks between Octoberand Consumer Affairs. The group consists
Mahant Avaidyanath, thelateheadof  perfastbyany yardstick, eventhough ] December; fuelled by festivals. of stateagriculture secretariesand
the Gorakhnath Templein welive in times when ascetics insaint- | Panicked importers cancelled ship- law-enforcement officials. A teamn has
Gorakhpur, being celebrated every lyrobes wield tremendous temporal | ments on the highseas. About100,000  beendespatched to Mozambique toin-
time an election in the Hindi heart- power, win state honours, and steer tonnes were left unclaimed in dock- centivise pulses farmers there.
land is round the corner? fast-growing consumer goods busi- | ! side warehouses. Separately, Chief Economic Adviser
Itdoesnottakeananniversaryforthe nesses. R Early in2016, Finance Minister Arun  Arvind Subramanian headsa com-
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) govern- Itcannotbea coincidence that the LY Jaitleyrespondedtothecriesforhelp — mittee that will draftalong-term poli-
menttocelebrate the Mahant, along- Uttar Pradesh state elections, techni- %" = byexempting importers fromstock cy on pulses. This will include incenti-
serving head of the powerfultemple cally notdue until next year; loomever 2 limits, butretained thelimitsonfirst  visingfarmerstoswitch to pulses
andapoliticianwhowonfivetermsas  largeron thepoliticalradar; and that Z buyers. Officialsraided warehouses,  cultivation. Lastmonth minimum
astatelegislatorin Uttar Pradeshand ~ Adityanath ismaking veryclear hehas 2 mainlyin Maharashtra, Rajasthan support prices for pulses were raised
waselected four times to parliament, ambitions of becomingchief minister; _ Z andMadhyaPradesh, seizingbetween by 425 per quintal (100kg), or by be-
representing both the Hindu orat the veryleast gettingamultitude 80,000t0 100,000 tonnes. The seized tween 7.7and9.2% from last year’s
Mahasabha and the BJP. He was also of hisfollowerson to the BJP ticket. withthehelpof the Brahminvote;the  thalikechattebattehain'(thevalleat  2014/15. Thisfiscal year;in‘Apriland  stocks werereleased inatrickleinto procurement prices. Inresponse, soy-
oneof theleadinglights of the move- Adityanathisjustoneof theingredi- =~ Brahminsdeserted herin2012. The from the same plate). May alone, we have already imported  themarket. Prices continued torise beanfarmersin Madhya Pradesh, cot-
menttobuilda Ram temple in entsintheUPcauldronthatModiand  BJP's Dalit woes have been made Talkingabouteating,doestheModi  upwardsof 700,000 tonnes. Total im- unchecked. Futurestrading inpulses, tonfarmers in Gujarat, and mustard
Ayodhya, adeeply emotiveanddivisive  BJPPresident AmitShahhavebegun  worse by the publicfloggingof a governmenthaveitsfinger onthe portsin2016/17 could go up to 10 mil- which could have correctthedemand-  farmersin Rajasthan areswitchingto
issuethatishangingfireinthecourts.  tostiraheadof theelection. WhyisUP  Gujarat Dalitfamily for skinninga pulseof whathundredsof millionsof  lion tonnes. We import pulses from supply mismatches, werealsobanned. pulses. Production willgoup over the
In October 2015, just before the Bihar  soimportant? Italone sends one-sev- dead cowand theresultingbacklash.  Indiansneed toeat tostay in good countriesasdiverse as Malawi, Insteadof lettingmarketforcestake - nextyear Hopefully, whetherornot
assembly elections, the Narendra enthof MPstoparliament’slower Now the Congress party, which has health? Not if youlookat the facts. Mozambique, Myanmarand over,aswehavedonefor yearsforedi-  Adityanath getstobe chief minister,
Modigovernmentrushedtoissuean  house. Itisamicrocosmof India-pov-  beenahas-been party in UP for dec- Herearesome. If India wantsto Tanzania tothe United States, bleoil, the governmentdecidedtocre-  farmers inhis eastern Uttar Pradesh
Avaidyanath postage stamp, justa erty, caste, religion, size,and over-popu-  ades, hasbarged infromthewingsby  moveupthe human-developmentin-  Canada, Australia, and Russia. ate buffer stocks of about100,000 stronghold will go back to growing
yearafterhisdeath. Adaybeforethat  lation. Its200-plus million peopleare naming Brahmin politician Sheila dex, we will have tosharply increase Instead of anticipating the supply tonnes. This was poorly executed, be- chickpeas. .
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