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Every few weeks, Indiaheaveswith  since the constitution was drafted, within 0OBCs, we also now have Parishad, Chhatra Yuva Sangharsh million people in rural India, and areanti-national. In thefirst place
The Needl 9 E episodicrage. Communal unrest, and wearestillan unequal society. Extremely Backward Classes. Vahini, Samajwadi Yuvajana Sabha, 37.9percentof AndhraPradesh’s because they bring about separation
RIS charwapsi, Hindutva, freedomof ~ Soif notarevolution, whatthen? - Despite our constitution-makers’ ~ YuvaJanata, Lohia VicharManch,  rural populationof 36million,areil- insociallife They areanti-national
speech, beef, intolerance, and now Between China's Communisttakeo- lofty idealism, castehasbeenapo-  Students' Federation of Indiaand literate. Only 3.54 percentof the2011  also becausethey generate jealousy
the placeof Dalitsinoursocietyand  verin1949and thelaunch of Deng litical football. Which is why the All India Students Federation. rural population of 886 million and antipathy between casteand
ourcasteand classbiases:it'sapity  Xiaoping'sreformsthreedecades Andhra Pradesh chief minister Campus politicsisseriousbusiness.  Indians werecollege graduates.18.57 caste. But wemust overcomeall
thefriendly astronautsin the later; it took two huge upheavals, Chandrababu Naidu, who doesn't Caste reservations arealso seri- percentof Andhra’srural popula- thesedifficulties if we wishtobe-
International Space Station who Mao's Great Leap Forwardand the havetoworry aboutanelectionun- ousbusiness. Article334 of the tion are Scheduled Castes.Only3.11  comeanation inreality”
tweetussnapshotsof ourlovelypel-  Cultural Revolution,andthedeaths  til2019, chose nottospeakatall Constitution said specialreserva-  percentof the populationof 3.22 Does thekind of better education
luecid coastlines can't capture our of nearly 60 million Chinesebefore ~ about Vemula’s death, instead tionsfor Scheduled Castes and million in Guntur district have col- that Vemula sought help? Statistical
clumps of flailingarms, ourgustsof  thatcountrybegantoliftoff towards tweetinghisexcitementaboutfly-  Tribesinthe Lok Sabha, thelower legeorpost-graduate degrees. expert Rajesh Shukla, who co-au-
shouted anger; our bonfires of verity, economicsu-  ingtoZurich and then Davos, house of Parliament, and state as- Rohith Vemula camefrom Guntur  thored ananalysisof discrimina-
Chaitanya Kalh!s Pleaseunderstand, lam notbeing CASTE MAKES  periority Which is why Narendra Modi semblies would cease after ten district, wasfroma Scheduled Caste  tion, ‘Caste In A Different Mould’
dismissive or contemptuouslike A DIFFERENCE  WillIndia’s could not smash through thecaste  years. Those reservations have (althoughtherehasbeenagrotesque andnow heads People Research on
ArunJaitley whospokewitheringly  yp willelecta economicrev- wallin Bihar,andadisgracedand  beenextended, by adecade each attempt to prove thathe wasnota India’s Consumer Economy, con-
d about manufacturedrevolt’. Weget oy aoyt next olutionbe casteistpoliticianlike LaluPrasad time, by the 23rd, 45th, 62nd, 79th Dalitbutan OBC, meaninghewas  ductedan intensive surveyacross 72
Educat|0n and genuinely upset, and then we simmer vear, and if Modi bloodless? We  wonthe most seatsin thestateelec- and95th Amendments, and cur- lowdownbutnot thatlowdownthe  districtsin 2l major statesinlate
> s downandreturntoourdaily strug- does‘ not play still believe tion twomonthsago. Whichiswhy rently stand at “seventy years”un- ladder), camefromabrokenhome, 2014. His sample covered 101,534
Urban|satlon gles—untilwearehitbythenext ' his cards right that our past Modispoke emotionally at the til 2020. Do you want to bet that was supported by a single mother, households; histeam quizzed 20,195
shocker; like the suicide by Dalit stu- Dalltsiprem - lives,ourkar-  Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar they will never go away? and had got into the university on respondents,
sharply narrow the dentRohith VemulainHyderabad P8¢ IPEETE ma,portend  University in Lucknow fivedaysaf-  Butmoreseriousarethefacts. The meritandnotthroughaScheduled ~Shuklaextrapolated hisfindingsto
i University onJanuary17. Y AINAL W) ourplacein terRohith Vemulahanged himself, 2011 Socio Economicand Caste Castequota. Yethefacedallthebias  270million households nationwide.
economic ga p Thequestionissimple: whatwillit ~SWeepbackinto  {hogocialor  saying“Politicshasitsplace,buta  Censussaid35.73percentor316.6 and prejudicedirectedathis‘quota’  If the mean annualhousehold in-
takeforamodern, competitiveIndia POWer der. Webelieve motherlost herson.” Uttar brethren. Allof them,and  comeforfamiliesheaded by gradu-
between the lower torisefromafeudalsocietystuckin  thatreservationsof public-sector ~ Pradesh, ourmostpopulousstate, UV |3 Ko\ K"}/ 3 theASAwasjustonepart  ateswasz335,174, those headed by
aswampof inequality prejudice,  jobsand collegeseats, whicharesup-  will electanew government next WALK TOGETHER? of it,aspiredtoabetterlife. ~ “generalcategory” or mainly upper-
and upper castes. andtheabsenceof equalopportuni-  posedtototalnotmorethan50per  yearand if Modidoesnot play his < Ambedkar, who iswor- caste graduates came inat ¥369,64,
- s ty generation after generation? cent, willright the wrongsof centu-  cardsright, Dalit supremo shipped by the Dalits, had while Scheduled Caste households
|n blgger Cltles and d&uﬁlymtg%tégr;‘ Wearea : rigsssof mud; %aﬂd Mayawati will sweep back into onlywantgfdttgcséhal:lnegﬁgd headed by agraduate came inat
a emocracy. Jus sagowecel- classprejudiceand L s power. thecause e 288,841 - more than four times than
towns’ |f you have ebrated 66 yearsof oneof theworld's ~ The nomenclature of prejudice Which is also why the symbolism is Castes. Much to his sur- if the household washeaded by an il-
¥ mostcomprehensive constitutions.  has changed, of course. What important. Vemula was a leader of prise, hesaid, he was per- literate Dalit. Also interestingly,a
a good educatlon Duringthe114daysittooktodebate  started asshudra or the lowest the Ambedkar Students Association suaded tohead the Dalit household headed by a gradu-
1 the Draft Constitution, our caste in Vedic times became at Hyderabad University, and the .» Constitution ate inabigcity on average earned
and a gOOd jOb, Constituent Assembly wrestledfre-  Untouchable during Britishrule,  ASA isarelatively new youth-poli- = Committee. Butthatdidnot 281,603, whereas ‘metro’ house-
% quently with the moral imperative and then Harijan in Mahatma ticsorganisation. Student political f{t givehisview of castepreju-  holds with upper-caste graduate
yOUI' CaSte IS not d of givingtheirdowntroddenbreth-  Gandhi’slexicon, andfinally Dalit groupshave beennurseriesfor 4 dicearoseate hue, heads averaged 350,216,
b renfrom the Scheduled Castes and in ‘modern’ India (wasn't every many of today’s leaders. Jaitley, o WarningthatIndia would Inother words, education and ur-
ad ge Of Shame OF  Scheduled Tribesabetterfuture. eramodern while it lasted?) We Lalu, Nitish Kumar, Mamata £ get political, butnotsocial ~ banisation sharply narrow the eco-
- . Hasthathappened? Atthetimeof  have invented sub-categorieslike  Banerjee, Sharad Yadav, Prakash 2 and economic equality] nomic gap between thelowerand
pride. You mlght independenceIndia’spopulation ~ the Mahadalits, Asif enshrined  Karat, Sitaram Yechury, Anand ¢ Ambedkarsaidinhisvale-  uppercastes. Inourbiggercitiesand
e b . d d was about 345 million, which is affirmative action were not Sharma, Ambika Soniand K.C. :: dictory speech tothe towns, if you havea good education
Ven De considere roughly whatthe ScheduledCastes  enough, for the past quarter-cen-  Tyagihaverisen fromgroupslike 4 Constituent Assemblyon25 andagoodjob, yourcasteisnota
and Scheduled Tribesnumbertoday. tury we have also had reserva- the National Students Union of & November1949: “In India badge of shame or pride. Youmight
aNequal wehaveaddedaboutabillionpeople  tionsfor Other Backward Classes; India, Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Z therearecastes. Thecastes  evenbeconsidered an equal.
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