-« wic CNATEES Of Nepotism,”  step 1o the downiall oI the Veerendara envisaged as an open source ana 1 necourses Wil d1s0 e accessiie

uig e poucy ror women officers Duggal said the insurance sCNeMe  sus ucpucy UVE. —aus ULyIL FALEL politicalanalystSMahadevaPrakash  Patilgovernmentthen,” hetold ET. free online learning platformtoal- throughmobile devicesand besup-
to serve on select warships that willbelinked toPMJDY fromMay ~ credited PSUbanksforthesameand said. Prakash said the earliestcaseof ~ This was followed by Veerendra low students even in remotestloca- ported email and SMS alert sys-
have appropriate facilities for Incidentally, the districts of two said private sector banks were a CM dealing with disrepute over his  Patil’s close friend, Ramakrishna tions access to top quality teaching  tems, keeping in mind the modern
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women, added the statement. opposition-ruledstatesaresettowin  ‘found wanting’ inthisregard. son was that of Veerendra Patilin Hegde,in1985. material, classesandmodulesfrom  daystudent.
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Atraincarrying25millionlitresof  erationsof politicianshaveseverely = Incredibly Swaminathan’sfivere- e MODI MAGIC eNAM, Modisaid farmersmustrec-  Ltd. Over the past four years, their
TI-E Needb’s Eye water hasjust pulled into parched crippled the farm sector: ports between 2004 and 2006 were ognise thatover-irrigationdoesnot  jointventurehascreatedaUnited
Latur in Maharashtra. Thisisnot Maharashtrais theprizeexhibit. alsoleft togather dust by Pawar: z M0d| S eakS yield better crops. He urged sugar- Market Platform (UMP) connecting
thefirsttime Laturhasbeenvisited = “Maharashtrarequires very deep “Wearea country withgrain D cane farmerstoswitch tosprinkler 1050f Karnataka’s157 APMCs.
by calamity. Twenty-threeyearsago  thought,” India’smostfamousagri-  mountains and hungrymillions,” EEDOUT the need ordripirrigation: itwouldevenraise =~ Whatdid Karnataka doright?
7,928 people died in the devastating cultural scientist Dr MS Swaminathan said. “Ourrecordin the sugar content in their cane. He First, itadopted the model APMC
magnitude 6.4 Latur earthquake. Swaminathan told me. Hesaida overcoming hunger and malnutri- Of f armers and said hismissionwas ‘perdrop,more  Actto bringinuniformity; earlier
Today the suffering is wider. Innear-  statecommissionoughttobesetup  tionisvery poor.” The NCFreport crop’. “ThrougheNAM, Isay with each APMC had its own rules.
by Beed district, desperatefarmers  toinvestigate water; soil, climatic pointed to the European Union to ar- adODt Sma[’ter new Ways full faith, my farmer willnowdecide ~ Second, the market unification was
: crowd into an emergency camp conditions and the bestcroppingpat- guestrongly for acommon agricul- : : wherehiscropwillsell, whenitwill  launched by the BJPand carried for-
: stocked with fodderand water for tural marketinIndia. Thisismuch  Of growing and selling sell, and at what price,” he said. ward by Karnataka’scurrent
CHAITANYA KALBAG (vingcattle Thecentralgovern- Q THE LOOPHOLES easiersaidthandone. Finally, we are beginningtosee Congress government, sothere was
ment tells the Supreme Court thatat The Indian farmer who tillshis notslideintodebt. Thefarmercares echoesof the Swaminathanrecom-  political consensus. Third, existing
least 330 million Indians, aquarter Govemment smallholding ishostagetothecrook- aboutprice protection; he doesn’t mendations, but this is only afirst APMCswereroped into createli-
: of the population, are affected by edmiddlemaninamarketfragment- carewhohesellsto. Butisthishap-  step:sofareNAM links only 21 quidity. Fourth, asingle state-wide
Why IS Ma ha ra Shtra drought. Maharashtra imposesa DrOCUremem ed intonearly 30,000mandis. More ~ pening?No. mandis from eight states.Ithopesto trader’slicence was created: earlier
: five-year ban onnew sugar mills, than7,5000f them are Agricultural On April 14, Prime Minister goto 200 in five months and 585 by atrader needed alicenceforeach of
N SUCh a mess? During2014, a total of 2,568 farmers has |ed o Produce Market Committees Narendra Modispoke toanaudi- March 2018, That'slessthanatenth ~ Karnataka's157mandis. Fifth, e-per-
; committed suicide in Maharashtra, ] (APMCs)regulatedbyeachstateun-  enceconsistinglargely of farmers of existing APMCs. mits now make iteasy tomove goods
It haS been Wr|tten half the national total of 5,650. CorrUDUOn |eakages deritsown legislation. The APMCs  abouthisgovernment’snewly Thegood news is that thereisal- within thestateandeliminate har- -
= Why is Maharashtrainsucha o aresupposed to buy and sell launched National Agricultural ready a workingmodelin assment between mandis.
many a tiMesS mess?Threequartersof farmland and outr |ght theft foodgrains. Atthe same time, the Market. Modi, atirelessevangelist ~ Karnataka,andabipartisanone, Theresult? Better pricingfor the
inthe western state isun-irrigated government's Minimum Support for every economicstephisgovern-  too, proving that economicscan farmers has nearly doubled the val-
aDOUt the d bysmal andrain-fed; nearly 79% of itsfarm-  terns. Infact, Swaminathanau- Prices(MSPs)haveworkedonlyfor ~ ment takes, is probably the first trump politics. ueof produce traded through the
5 ersaresmall or marginal and eke thored a two-volume 2002 reporton riceand wheatinjustfivestates—not primeminister to speak sofeelingly Backin 2011/12, when Karnataka UMP tonearly Rs 12,600 crore in
state of angCUItU '@ outalivingonparcelsof twohec- revolutionisingagriculturein for pulses, fivemillion tonnes of and forsolongabout theneed for wasruled by Modi’s Bharatiya 2015/16. Volumes transacted have
> . x taresorless. Maharashtraisthe Maharashtra. Seventeendaysafter ~ which wereimported in the year farmerstolift themselves out of Janata Party (BJP), thestate govern- leaped seven-fold. Tradersfromoth-
In |'nd Ia. There IS country’ssecond-highestsugarcane hepresented hisreport, the state’s endingMarch 31. Governmentpro-  poorcropprices and penury and ment teamed up with NCDEX erstates are signingon tothe UMP.
; grower; yet, its productivity isonly chief minister VilasraoDeshmukh  curementhasled to corruption, adoptsmarter new waysof growing (National Commodity and Governmentrevenue has shot up be-
nodoubt atall theseventhighestinindia@635 ~ wasforcedtoresignbecauseof in-  leakagesandoutrighttheft. Earlier  and sellingtheirproduce. Derivatives Exchange)tosetupthe  causethereisnoleakage; everything
tonnes per hectarein 2012/13 com- ternal strife in the Congress party. this week five million tonnes of While extolling the virtues of Rashtriya e-Market Services Pvt iselectronic. In turn, money is being
that VOtE“bank pared with105t/ha in West Bengal).  Hissuccessor SushilkumarShinde =~ wheat were reported to have gone £ ploughed back into gradingand as-
. . Itisasimilarstory for cotton,despite  buried the Swaminathanreport. missing from Punjab government sayingof farm produce, which leads
mani DU I at I On, the famous black cotton soilof the. “Usually they goby thepoliticalin-  warehouses. Poorly stored and al- tomorereliable price fixation.
t- d DeccanPlateau. In2014/15areaun-  terestsataparticularpointof time,” lowed tomoulder, wheat is pur- Encouraged by Karnataka'ssuc-
corruptionand the dercottoncultivationin theexceedingly polite90-year-old ~  chasedasfoodgrainandsoldas cess, Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh
Il indiffi Maharashtra roseto4.19million Swaminathan said from his feedgrain-good only for livestock. havealsojoined hands with NCDEX.
callous Inailrrerence hectaresfrom4.16mayearearlier, Chennai office. “I Wmﬂdhketoup Instead, if the government gotout Sothereisaglimmerof a way out of
f t f but output dropped 25% to 6.6 mil- dateit.” of thebusiness of buyingand stor- the farm maze. Meteorologists pre-
OT 8eNerations OT  1iontonnes; infact, Maharashtra The ever-optimistic Swaminathan,  ingfoodgrain, things would improve - dict Indiamight enjoy a normal
0 I [t| Ci ans h hasthe lowest productivity perhec-  whosename issynonymous with dramatically For instance, the MSP monsoon this year. Businessmen
D ave tareamong ten cotton-growing India's Green Revolution, chaireda  forarhardal isRs4,435 per guintal hopemore rain means more con-
SeverEI Cr| I d states(368.80kg/hain2013/14com-  bigger blue-ribbon National (100kg). If the market priceisonly sumer demand. The central bank
y p D e pared with758.08kg/hain Gujarat), CommissiononFarmers(NCF)dur- Rs3,500/quintal, the government governor says hemight trim interest
th e fa rm SectOI‘ Bothcottonandsugarcanearevery  ingthe United Progressive Alliance  could transfer thedifference, Rs935, ratesfurtherif therainfall is good.
- water-intensive. regime. Ironically, duringtheten tothe farmer’'s Jan Dhan Yojana Fornow, farmers in Neemuchin
M ah ara Shtl’a IS th e Iwroteinmylastcolumnaboutthe  yearsof the UPA government(2004-  bankaccount(215millionof them n: Madhya Pradesh get 30 paisea kilo-
abysmal state of agriculturein 14) Maratha strongman Sharad have been opened sofar) througha : “-° gramfor theironions.Ipay Rs30a
D r | 7e ex h | b | t India. Thereisno doubtatall that Pawar, whobuilthispowerandfame direct benefit transfer (DBT). The « kilogramat my doorstep—one hun-
vote-bank manipulation, corruption onthebackof hissugarempire,was farmer could thenstill sell his pro- = dred timesmore. There'salongway
and the callous indifferenceof gen- ~ the country’sagricultureminister. duce at the open market priceand Z togo between farm and fork.
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