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A Mid-term Morality Check: How is Modi’s India Doing?
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thenuclear threat, environmental
degradation, the North-South eco-
nomic gap between the developed and
developing worlds, the population ex-
plosion, and the need for education re-
form. These themes hold true today;
too, showing how little progress we
have made over the past twodecades.
Thesixth theme came up repeatedly,

-~ Kidder wrote, and he was surprised

by how recurrent and worrying it
was: the breakdown of morality.
Ethics, the interviewees told Kidder,
‘“wasnomereluxury It was central to
oursurvival”,

Whirlingaround in a blurof noise,

that say it should not be-but China's
economy isalready the biggestin
terms of purchasing-power parity,
even if it is passingthrougha
wrenching and weakeningeconomic
transition.

So why do we find the Nov8election
riveting? It is the morality of thetwo
candidates that is worrisome. If
Trump boastsabout running circles
aroundthe US. tax systemand is bra-
zenabouthis misogyny, racism, big-
otry and xenophobia, Clinton has her
own little shop of horrors, from the
dubiousfund-raising she and her
husband have resorted tofor their

the parlous state of the European
Union or the populist thuggery of the
Philippines’ Rodrigo Duterte. Closer
to home, we have the cold-blooded op-
portunism of thesecret U.S. engage-
ment with the Taliban over
Afghanistan, and Pakistan's Faustian
fraternity with both the Taliban and
terrorist groups menacing India.

An absence of morality among glob-
albanksand U.S. mortgage lenders
drove the 2008 global financial crisis.
Although policymakers pat them-
selves on their backs for exiting that
chaos, itsentrails are smeared all
over thecurrentmalaiseaswellasa

The Modi government is moving
steadily upward on a reform curve.
Will it move quickly enough to stay
abreast of the marching hordes of
young and restless job-seekers and
economicaspirants? And can India
achieve prosperity ina straight and
ethical line?

Thesigns are not propitious. The
Uttar Pradesh and Punjah state elec-
tions, long before the official cam-
paigns kick off and the candidates
are known, are already plumbing
ever-new depths of moral turpitude.
Modi will hit the exact mid-point of
his (first?) term in two weeks, and

whose family had survived the sub-
continent's partition in 1947 and
prospered from scratch told me he
had just begun production at anoth-
er new factory on Gurgaon’s out-
skirts. Had it been easier with Modi
atthe centre and his Bharatiya
Janata Party in power in Haryana, I
asked. Not by much, the business-
man told me. “Every licence and
permission hadapricetag. If I
hadn’t paid up, my factory would
not have started production for at
least another year.” This is the mor-
al of today’s India: it is mostly busi-
ness as usual.
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