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In a striking
-exposition of
what could be
termed the Modi
Doctrine, NSA
Doval said if you

Itisdifficulttodiscern if Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is begin-
ningtolosehisfooting, or whether he
ismerelycirclinghis wagonsagainst
theattackinghordes outthereashe
prepares usfor newer achievements
we cannot even comprehend. Fifteen
months after he won power; Modiisa
riddle wrapped inamystery inside
anenigma. -

Firstthemystery of howModiviews
governance, and theneed to take the
people into confidence. On August3,
the primeminister tweeted “Today;
we would be witnesstoan important
&landmark eventat6.30pmatRCR”
(Race CourseRoad, his official resi-
dence). Television channels went ber-
serk tryingto guess what Modi was
abouttoannounce. A breakthrough
inthe paralysis gripping Parliament?
Anewpolitical alliance? A diplomatic
coup? Itturned outtobe anexchange
of papers with thelargest Naga insur-
gentgroup in the Northeast. But was
itapeaceaccord?

pers and exchange them, butthose
papersaresecret? Three
Northeastern chief ministers have

said they werenot consulted about *

theagreement. Didn’t the Isak-
Muivah wingof the National
Socialist Council of Nagaland nego-
tiate for 18 yearsfora Greater
Nagaland that would include Naga-
inhabited areas of neighbouring
states? Did we justhear thatIndia’s
Home Ministry itself was in the dark
about the agreement? Exactly what
hasbeen promised to the Nagas that
made Muivah say very warm things
aboutModi’s vision and leadership?
We should be innodoubtatall that
the prime minister and hisaides will
eventually hammer outa Naga
agreement thatisinIndia’s interest.
Why the secrecy over the terms then?
Hereistheriddle: does Modineeda
governmenttorunIndia? Often, you
getthefeelingthathe would rather
run the affairs of state on hisown,
helped by a tiny handful of trusted

my LaluPrasad creatinga potential
lethal alliance, Modi has decided to
take charge himself. On August9-co-
incidentally the anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi’s Quit Indiacallin
1942—Modiand BJP president Amit
Shahlaunched a frontal attack on
Kumar and Prasad, sayingtheirre-
election would mean thereturn of the
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Often, you get
the feeling that
PM would
rather run the affairs of
state on his own, helped
by loyal lieutenants

jungleraj’ and promisinga glorious
futureif tbe BJP won the election.
Modi’s Gaya speech carried allhis
feisty trademarks. Little wonder
NitishhasbecomeaTwitter warrior
himself, attacking Modi on websites
like takebackyourwords.com for his
remarks at Gaya and at Muzaffarpur.
Bihar has somehow become the lit-
mus test of Modi’s power; and aloss
there would deepen the sense of his
vulnerability; after the BJP’shuge de-
feat in Delhi in February. Butyou
wouldn’t think anythingsobigisat
stakeif youlooked athow blithely
the government views news on the
economicfront. Onaday when the
rupeefell toatwo-yearlowagainst
the dollar and the stock markets skid-
ded onfearsunleashed by China’s de-
valuation of the yuan, India was in
the newsforfilinga $99million class-
actionsuitagainst Nestlé over the

Magginoodlesrecalls, and of course
for the imminent stalling of the
Goodsand Services Tax Bill.

Hereis where Modi’s exercise of
power through his silence seemstobe
payingoff. The Congress isaboutto
winapyrrhic victory with itsrelent-
lessblocking of Parliament. With the
session initsdyinghours, Foreign
Minister Sushma Swarajmadean ag-
gressive speech on Wednesday in
which sheattacked Rahul Gandhiand
hismother over the Bofors scandal
and the Congress government’shan-
dlingof the Bhopal gas disaster; both
duringRajiv Gandhi’s 1984-89termas
primeminister. Topbusinessleaders
and thousandsof otherfrustrated
Indians signed an online petition criti-
cising Congressfor itsbehaviour: And
UP strongman Mulayam Singh
Yadav’sbreakingof ranks with the
Gandhisholdsmuch meaning for
caste-ridden Bihar; where the Yadays
sofarseemed tobe standing together
against Modiand the BJP.

‘Modi’s Power: A Riddle Wrapped in a Mystery Inside an Enigma

ter Swaraj. He told hisMumbai audi-
ence that when ‘important and
immediate’ coincide, people in power
don’tdeserve theirplaces if they
dither over protocol or bureaucracy:
Asked if hejustified violence to
maintain state security, Doval an-
swered emphatically: “Absolutely yes!
Thereisno confusion, butthereare
riders (in consonance with the law).
Should it come to protect the supreme
interest of thenation, there isnothing
thatthenation should stop (at). It
should gotoanylength, if need be.”
Inaexposition of whatcould be
termed the Modi Doctrine, Doval said
if youarenotable to exercise the pow-
eryoupossess because youdon’t have
the will to exerciseit, “Thatisas good
asnothavingit. Power isnotasmuch
asyouhaveitbutasmuchasyoucan
exerciseit...Indiahasamindset
where it punches below its weight.
We have to punchnotabove our
weight; we have to punch not below
our weight; we have to increase our
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