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Uneasy ties with neighbours

Rajiv’s hands freed toimprove relat

tain territory.
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Rajiv, armed with a huge par-
liamentary majority, declared
immediately after the election
that good relations were his goal
— although on first becoming
prime minister after the Oct 31
assassination of his mother and
predecessor, Indira Gandhi,
took a hard line towards both
countries.

His government accused
Pakistan of sheltering Sikh ex-
tremists from crisis-ridden Pun-
jab state. He also said arms sup-
plied to Islamabad by the United
States could be used against In-
dia.

Sri Lanka

Ties between New Delhi and
Colombo plunged to a new low
in recent weeks with Sri Lanka
charging that guerrillas fighting
for a separate state for the is-
land’s minority Tamil commun-
ity are trained in the south Indi-
an state of Tamil Nadu.

“ers to congratulate Rajiv on his

triumph, saying he wanted
friendship and cooperation with

“the Indian prime minister.

Political analysts said the
hands of moderates in Rajiv’s
camp had been strengthened by
the poll victory. :

.. Pakistan

His Cbngress (I) Party, in an
election” alliance " with Tamil
Nadu’s ruling All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
party, swept the state’s par-
liamentary seats as well as elec-
tions to its state assembly.

The alliance delivered a humi-
liating defeat to the hard-line
opposition Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam which took up the
cause of Sri Lanka’s Tamils and
called for armed Indian in-
tervention in the island’s ethnic
crisis.

Rajiv has struck a note of cau-
tious optimism over relations

Pakistani leader’s subordinates
were not. ‘‘We are just hopeful
he will stand by what he said,”
Rajiv added.

Disquiet in Rajiv’s govern-
ment over the situation on the
Indo-Pakistani border in the
northern state of Jammu and
Kashmir was revived by the elec-
tion victory of the state’s former
Chief Minister Farouq Abdul-
lah.

 Abdullah, who was toppled by
Congress-backed defectors five
months ago, won all three par-
liamentary seats in the Kashmir
valley. He has vehemently de-
nied frequent Congress charges
that he is pro-Pakistani.

India and Pakistan have

" fought two of their three wars

since the subcontinent’s parti-
tion in 1947 over Kashmir, and
their troops have clashed several
times recently on a military con-
trol line in the disputed moun-

Bangladesh was accused of pro-
viding sanctuary for some of the
rebel groups.

On the eve of the elections Ra-
jiv’s chief foreign policy adviser,
G. Parthasarathy, reached a
peace accord with Laldenga,
leader of an 18-year-old rebel-
lion in Mizoram state who re-
turned from exile in Britain for
negotiations.

In Manipur state, currently a
hotbed of revolt, the elections
passed off peacefully despite
death threats to Congress politi-
cians.

' Rajiv’s victory could help him

deal more effectively with two
guerrilla groups which operate
from hideouts of the Burmese
side of the border.

But in the state of Tripura
both seats went to the ruling
Marxists — a rebuft for Congress
().

The Marxists had vigorously
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India and ﬁs neighbours: Uneasy relation

opposed attempts by New Delhi
to send in the Indian Army,
saying their state government

was capable of tackli
along the territory’s
with Bangladesh.




