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ASAHI EVENING NEWS INTERNATIONA 
South Korean parties bickering 
Both the ruling party and the main oppo-
sition party are embroiled in leadership 
disputes that could lead to party splits. 
Reuter 

Korea's SEOULSouth 

main opposition party, locked 
in intense factional strife, was 
on the verge of a Sput von 
day with its leader threaten 
ing to quit and fortm a new po-
litical group. 

The battle in the Democrat 
ic Party coincided with a 
worsening factional Squabble 
within the ruling Democratic 
Liberal Party, whose consery 

ative chairman has been un 

der pressure to quit to pave 

the way for a major party re 

form. 
Democratic Liberal Party 

Chairman Kim Jong Pil hint 

Reuter 
HONG KONG-North Ko 

rea said Monday that any plan 
to supply it with South Kore 
an-style reactors could jeop 
ardize its nuclear deal with the 

United States. 
According to the official Ko 

rean Central News Agency 
(KCNA), monitored by the 
British Broadcasting Corp., a 
North Korean foreign minis-
try spokesman quoted "for 
eign newS reports" saying the 
United States, South Korea 
and Japan had agreed to sup 
ply the North with southern-
style reactors. 

ed to reporters Sunday he might try to forma new party. 

"If this is true, the agree 
ment is obviously underlaid 
with a sinister political pur 
pose of some forces including 
the South Korean authorities 
who dislike the (North Kore 

chip In 10,000 won (¥1,300) 
each to organize a new party, they will respond favorably." 
he said. 

Taek, might quit the party 
this week and begin prepara 
tions to create a new party, an 
aide told reporters Monday. Lee demanded the Demo 
cratic Party hold a national 
convention next month to in 
troduce a system that will 
strengthen his grip on the 

an-) U.S. framework agree 
ment and try to obstruct its 
implementation at any cost," 
KCNA quoted the spokesman 
as saying. 
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"The U.S. side must know 
that if it delayed the provision 
of (light-water reactors), join 
ing han ds with dishonest 
forces, it would lose both the 
crabs and the mesh bag," the 
spokesman said. 

the move. 

"If I ask 1 million supporters Party slthough he retired lenged the authority of Kim 
of mine across the country to from ndlitics in 1992 when he Dae Jung by urging him to 

failed i his fourth bid to be- sever ties to the Democratic 

He said the United States 
understood North Korea's ob-
jection to South Korean reac 

tors during the negotiations 
leading to the agreement. 

party BAt memberen loyal 
Jor faction, most of them loyal a national convention in 1993, 

to forméer opposition leader but has failed to control a par-

Kim Dae Jung, have resisted ty whose main policies are de-

The United States, South Ko 

rea and Japan are leading a 
consortium to provide North 
Korea with light-water nuclear 
reactors to replace current 
graphite-moderated facilities 
under an agreement reached 

Kim Dae Jung still has many 
followers in the Democratic 

come national president. 
"Chairman Lee thinks nego 

tiations about the national 

The chairman of the opposi- convegtion are now over and 
tion Democratic P'arty, Lee Ki is preparing to make a final who heads the faction-ridden 

decision," the aide said. 
He will probably publicly 

announce his resignation as 
narty chairman and departure 

the party around from 
Wednesday and make prepa-
rations to set up a new party," 
the aide said. 

ership by a narrow margin at 

Pyongyang raps reactor reports 
between Pyongyang and Wash-
ington in Geneva in October. 

cided by a nine-man Supreme 

The three countries met last 
week in ashington to dis-
cuss the consortium, the Ko 
rean Enetgy Development Or-
ganization, but left several is 
sues unesolved for another 
meting n Tokyo. 

Council. 

Amongthese, the South Ko-
rean new$ agency Yonhap said 
in á dispatch from Seoul dur-
ing the vyeekend, would be the 
specific�ions-southern-style 
or othervise--for the two re 
actors th be supplied to the 
Narth, acording to the BBC. 

Earlier this month, Lee chal 

Implementation of the 
agreenent would lead to 

North orea freezing its cur 

rent ntlear program. The 
UnitedStates and its allies 
suspectthe program is aimed 
at weaons development, al-

Party, which outraged Kim's 
followers. 
News reports have said 

President Kim Young Sam, 

Iee gained the current lead- major party reform. 

Democratic Liberal Party, 
asked Kim Jong Pil to retire 
to a back seat when they met 
secretly last week. 

Kim Jong Pil has been un 
der pressure from reformists 
to give up the No. 2 post in 
the party to pave the way for a 

though the North insists it has 
only benign intentions. 

The replacement of the 
graphite reactors would elimi 
nate one international worry 
about Pyongyang's pro 
gram-the proposed light-wa 
ter reactors do not produce 
plutonium, a key ingredient of 
nuclear bombs. 

South Korean officials have 
argued the case for supplying 
Pyongyang with reactors com 
patible with those in the South. 
Since both governments seek 
Korean reunification, they say, 
using similar power generation 
systems would speed econom 
ic integration. 

Under another part of the 
October accord, the United 
States agreed to supply North 
Korea annually with up to 
500,000 tons of heavy oil. 
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