= mdzan 'escce/pt for his - fmr
skm wnd blond hazr? “I don’t’.
reactzon,

Al er. @
LR z
« M. Gmsh Karnad, the Dirs:
ﬁeotmt of the-Fum wnd Televies-
wmn “of “India, 6t Bombey. But

t t«he recent sexre"'m_g

these doubters: do. believe -

wh_en they lsten to Tom’s
"ﬂuent Hmd1 afnd hear of the’-

¢ dow't:
“dng,” says Tem. ¢I - relate to
Indians more than I do %0
" Americans. 1 was born here
and bred here, and my best
fnriends are Indians. I learnt
"Hindi before 1. spoke English
,w ell,” 'Hnd I -just can’t imag-
-ine leavmg -India, ‘ever.”

"'SOmeone asked him whether

m Hindi movies. “¢I . know

“tailor their stories to.fit me
dn.

judge ~ But I'll accept any
good roles I am offered,
which have ‘depth’. I've be-
come part: of - this country -

R and of the Indwns and
R oo

of . dzplonm “flms wrranged by

;;years gradu.ation awards. '
thmk it’s amaz-""

‘he thought he’d make il big -
._'most producers may have to -

1. might~ get roles like -
a "British  army omcer, or &

their chemistry and culturg,.

__’So whatever happens, I wof
leave Indza "

LI

Tom was born in Mussoorie, .
Uttar Pradesh, where his pa--
~rents were missionaries.
~schooling at’ the °
- Woodstock School there. He .
‘States

He.
did his

often ~went to. the
with hds;parents when  they

. were on furlough, but always

felt like returning soon, “be-
cause this - was my - scene.”

After school Tom tried stu-"

dying m an American Unl--

s

“children of Village

rubbed
off on him. ‘Then he, came
back to India and taught the
Jagathri
in Haryana for a whil bewr-
fore taking up a job” at t M!
old school Woodstock 3

verszty, put sj.‘ud«ymg

an Televiszon . Institute
Tom satd that whew he foun
himself without a job in 1,973,
he deczded to apply_fore the
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Wasn’t it a stmnge ,déézSEOn
to make?’. “Strange? I"De Zw-
ed in-India nearly alL my Iz;fe
-and 1. don’ 't thinik 'itfs stra‘"
.ge! I never.. used-1o- see:Hmdz
- movies qt Woodstock;’:ﬂ} But:f
. when I was’ at Jagathrz- I““’fvas
the ‘only foreigner ‘there, and e
as there were ~no English | =
movies- showing, I. got to see
a:lot. of Hindi. pzcturesf I
| gradually came. to like” them,é;; oA
“and it ‘became a sort of" dreamw 1
to act in them, one. day. 1.
was ;embarrassed. 0~ “tell ‘peo= |
ple I'd applied for the acting
coutrse though. . . S

- Tom was soon inviled for
the audition - tests in Delhi
and was one of the few DEOo-
ple to be selected from the
650 hozoefuls who: had flacked
‘there to try their luck.

~ When he didn’t get the te-
legram giving him the dateé |’




an
xew»;:utztute. ‘ tg; i
T
i £ He T toid thot tl;
titute; i
s eré
re as
pople the Home
ce IT m ¢
: Clea;:fnmmat, becanseé tbe glzz
v Do ¢ was obvlously_ré l
A nd a!tronomiaa
n ta",‘“o’ s on ’forejg:
P wt, Tom told ‘me that he
o S 10 make it clear that
, ’
e got . onw et ¢
lo was amanm/ an In
)s birth. wdin

" When,mno news

g the mu’uute mzldbnf f:;‘t‘iaio,n
‘Tom cotl

i ﬂrst term

1. s wOrry. THe
P at the r.7.1.1.hud begun on

d of July. S0 he went
). fi’;)r:qtto },’oona to try 0 meet
6 the Director, who unfortund-

- tely happened to be #n Delht
. just then.” * But - some people
there assured him  he had
! been ‘accepted by the Insti-
I tite, and only clearantce
or- by the Centre was need-
he  ed. So back in - Delhi,
Tom' went: about trying.- to

_ hand -to get tﬁé magical
clearance He had decided
the -to go-to~ Britain ond do-a_
course in Physzcal Educatzon,
_-if he'did. . not get<into.\'the
‘Instztfete ‘One-day; a jnend
. of his told’ hzm he: would soon
~be’ leaznng for: England'over-

L - Jand.~ Tom was about 10

S him “-he- would accompany
e, him, when he received the
Bﬁn _news that he had finally been
s .accepted by the Institute. He
3 P e - Joined,, classesm’n‘,\the 21st of .
?‘ni;" September , ‘and:,. the- term
{, ifh ended on_ the 30th' - -

“ Institute came .to ‘accept xrim
very SOOM,. particularly when
e . they discovered "he was mot
€L=- tre . .usual. ‘pardest’ student.
id~  He. aays ‘they were &l yrfemr-
ly and helpful:: s
"~ . At“the recent . screenmg\o/
Institute_ films, most critics

a fine actor. He: has alreudy

Anand’s “Saab pBahadur”

Trishna™ and ~“an untitled
production by Kewal Kashy-
- ap. “AU four are very good
Jor a beginning. 1 onlympe
" that the producers will. find |-

d ))4~::‘_"v

” gatﬁar enough: st’rtngs . his |

el |

-1'om. says: tn-,g «chaps.atithe |,

agreed that Tom.will make.

bagged four roles—in‘.Chetan| -

Kdmalmmroni's& “AkhrE Mo-3|: :
ghul”, R.”N.. Shukla’s ““Mrig’|

: er)‘ormance satisfaétvm’

-‘J

dicts”) - “ﬁllum-ad-

& What are we waztmg - Jor —--u
then? Roll out fhe red carpet |




