
THE HINDI AMERICAN 
A. American, who,acts 
indi movies? And who's 

Indian except for is fair 
skin and biond hair?. don't 
believet" was the redction 

ofmost- people who met Tom 
Alter. at. the recent soreening. 

0f diploma flmS Grranged by 
Mr. Girisk Karnad, the Dir: 

ector of the-FUm and Televim. 

sion of India, at Bombay. Bet 

these �oubters de. believe 

0hen they listen to Tom's 

fluent Hindi and hear of the 
Gold Medal"he.won in this 

year's graduation awards 
don't: think it's amaz 

dng," says Tem,*1-relate to 
IndianS mOre than I do to 

Americans. I was born here 

and bred here, and my best 
friends are Indians. I learnt 

Hindt, bejore I. spoke English 
welAnd 1 just can't imag 

ine leaving India, ever 

Someone asked him whether 
he thought he'd make it big 
in Hind movies. I, know 

mOst producers may. have to 
tailor their stories to: fit me 
tn. I might get.. roles like 
a British army ofmcer,.or a 

judge. . But I'W accept any 
good roles offered, 
which have depth'. I've be 

come part: of this countri countrù 

their chemistry and culture. 
So whatever happens, I wor 

leave India." 

Tom was born in MussOoris, 
Uttur Pradesh, where his pg 
rents were missionaries. He. 
did his schooling at the 
Woodstock School there. He 
often went to the States 
with his parents when they 
were on furlough, but always 
felt like returning soon, "be 
Causethis was. my scene, 

After school,Tom tried stu 
Row, amd. of the Indians and dying in an Americän Uni 

versity, but studying rubbed 
of on him.Then he, came 
back to India and taught the 
childre of Village Jagathr 
in Haryana for a while bee 
fore taking up a job at t hts 
old school Woodstock, 

Wiy did he join the FUm 
and Television Institute 
Tom_said that whew he found 
himself without a job in 9T2 
he decided to apply for. the 

acting-course tn t 

(Contd, on pg. Col. 3) 



IA HINDI AMERICAN. 
(Cont£. from pg. 1 Col: 5) 

Wasn't, it a strunge decisiön 
to îmake?Strange? Ive liv 
ed in India nearly all mny: ije 
-and I don't think it'sstran 

gel 1.never. used toseeHindi 
movies at Woodstock. But 
when I was at Jagathrt 1wàs 

the only foreigner there, and 
as there were no English 
movies showing, I gotto, see 
a lot. of Hindi. pictures 

gradually came, to like them; 
and it became a sort of drèam 
to act in them; one.day.I 
basiembarrassed. to teli peo 
ple P'd applied for the cting 

course though. ; " 
Tom was sO0n invited jor 

the audition tests in Delhi, 
and was one of the jew peo 
ple to be selected from the 
650 hopejuls who had tlocked 
there to try their uck, 

When he didn't get the te 
Jegram giving kim the date 



on 
xohlch he was to 

report at 

began to: 
the Institute, he 

200nder, 
He orote to the Ins 

tiiute. ani vc8 told that the 

peopie there were 
wating fo 

clearance 
from the 

Home 

Department, 

because the gov 

ernment was 
obiously 

reluc 

tant to pend 
astronomical 

SNms af, money on a foretgn 

student. Tom told me thait he 

wlshed to make tt clear that 

he got tn ony becatwe he 

0as 
esséntlath m 1nan by 

brtn. s cane rom When no news 

the Institute Hiu the end af 

August Tom couldn't festraln 

is vorry. The frst term 

p at the F.T.I.l." hud begun on 

the 1st of July, So he went 

down to Poona to try to meet 

the Director, who unfortuna 

tely happened. to be in Delht 
Just then. But some peopie 
there assured him he had 

been accepted by the Insti 

tlte, and only 

t 

d 

he 

Centre was 
back in Delhi, 

Tom went about trying: to 
gather enough strtngs in his 
hand to get the magtcdl 
clearance. He-had decided 

the to go to Britain and �o -a 
nop course in Physical Education, 

bis if he �id. not gèt intothe 
est Institüte.One �uy,a friend 

Att 

ke 
i¡n 
his 

to of his told him he would soon 
resbe leaving forEngland, over 
Okn. land, Tom wás about to tetl 
his him hewould �ccompany 
Ame him, when he received the 

news that he had fnally been 
accepted by the Institute. He 
joined classeson the 21st of 
September, ündthe 
ended on the 30th! 
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ever very : so0n, parttcularl when 
lttle they discoveredhe was not 
eer- thet usual "paraest student, 
ead- He. says they were all yrtend 
ther lu and helpful: 

urn 
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Atthe-recent.screening,of 

ap. "All four are very good 
for a begtnning. 1 onlykOpe 
that the producers wtll fnd |8TA 

orl. pertormance satisfa
toru 
rueennind 

Kamal Amroht's"Aukhri MO 
ghul", R. N. Shukl�'s 
Trishna". and an untitled 

production by Keval Kashy 

dicts"! 

Institute flms, most critics 
agr�ed that Tom, will make. M 
á flne actor. He has alreudy 
bagged four rolesin Chetan VIE 
Anand's �SaabBahadurBAD 
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What: are we.waiting J0 
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