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ASSAM:

Over The Edge

Three documents seem to indicate that the Assam problem is not about

to be easily solved.

asingly aggressive, the Ass-
am agitation last fortnight
edged closer to ugly confr-
ontation. The deadline for a
Central government decision on the
foreigners issue set by the All Assam Stu-
dents Union (AASU) and the Gana San-
gram Parishad (GSP) expired on May 15
with no sign of progress except an offer by
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi on May 11
of renewed talks with no specific cut-off

I NTRACTABLE and incre-

‘year. On May 14, Central and State gov-

ernment officials, and employees of
semi-government establishments, banks
and private offices all over Assam walked
out of work in protest against the *“‘repres-
sive measures” and

after volunteers of the GSP ‘wrongly con-
fined’ 13 labourers travelling by boat on
the Brahmaputra on May 11, accusing
them of being foreigners.

Citizenship would be proved, agitation
leaders said, if a person could show his or
his ‘forefathers’ names on the National
Register of Citizenship of 1951 or the
electoral rolls of 1952. Proof of citizenship
would have to be according to ““constitu-
tional provisions.” Finally, citizens would

have to possess legal documents showing
their acquisition of citizenship.

Certain documents New Delhi has
located throw new and startling light on
the imbroglio in Assam. The first, a Draft

“victimisation” of. ] p,

participants in the movement. The North |

East Region Students Union (NERSU)

meanwhile intensified liaison with the six |
neighbouring states and union territories | !

and the bush fire that had begun in Assam
seemed to be spreading rapidly through
the entire Northeast.

H C Sarin, principal adviser to the Gov-
ernor, who arrived to take charge in April
tried valiantly to put a semblance of discip-
line in the state administration. Dismissed
Chief Secretary R S Paramasivam, who
has been posted to the Cabinet Secretariat
in Delhi, had left behind a legacy of neg-

lect and chaos. His successor, Ramesh {

Chandra, and Sarin together ploughed on,

regardless of largely empty government }

offices. Sarin has been named by sources

as the next possible governor of Assam, a | ...

reorganisation that would leave present
incumbent LP Singh four states — Man-
ipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland and Tripura.
Meanwhile, danger signals mushroomed.

A secret underground society repor-
tedly put out a 35-point programme for
total revolution. This was denied and as-
cribed to agents provocateur by agitation
leaders.

On May 16, AASU president Prafulla
Mohanto — supposedly in hiding but
highly eloquent in recent weeks — and
acting general secretary Bharat Narah
spelt out a two-phase programme: prep-
aration of a citizens’ register by collecting
details in forms distributed by AASU’s
activists, and subsequent deportation of
foreigners on its basis by AASU itself, if
the- government “did not act”’. This fol-
lowed declaration of Direct Action by the
agitationists the previous day.

Seven persons were arrested in Gauhati
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Announcement finalised by the British
government on May 8 1947, was rejected
by Jawaharlal Nehru and never con-
sidered. It contained important sugges-
tions:

His Majesty’'s Government are satis-
fied that the best practicable procedure
in the time available is to enable differ-
ent parts of India to decide, through
representatives chosen for the pur-
pose, whether their constitutions shall
be framed:

(a) in collaboration with the existing
Constituent Assembly;

(b) jointly with other parts of India; or
(c) separately.
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These decisions cannot be taken by the
existing Provincial Legislative As-
semblies. The composition of these As-
semblies is weighted to give special
protection to minorities and does not
therefore correctly reflect the true bal-
ance of the di t elements in the
population. (In s Provinces) where
there are large and compact minority
elements, a decision by the Provincial
Legislative Assembly might have the
result that large areas would be

AASU general secretary Bhrlgu Phukan (left) and presndent Prafulla Mahanta flank the
Jatiyotabadi Dal’s flamboyant Girin Barua.

will be asked to sit in two parts, one
consisting of members elected from
territorial constituencies included in
Sylhet District, and the other of mem-
bers elected from the remainder of the
Province ...The representatives of
Assam (with or without Sylhet) will de-
cide by a simple majority vote on be-
half of the area which they represent,
which of the three options in paragraph
1 above they choose.

Does this mean that Nehru blocked an

Office Library in Lomdon. ssems to cor-
roborate their grouss. owzhitwas only
a draft and was never implemented.

The second doce = cyclostyled
pamphlet in the Assamess language dis-
tributed in Gauhat 's. = rhetori-
cally titled “Who s 2 astard)? and

makes interesting
When a child &
(that is, the moth
called a bastard. W eC0 *gmse var-
ious kinds of b s amongst usinthe
current movement In

Definitions of @ basera

— one who part =s in the move-
ment out of self rest;

— one who does belp the cause of
the movement to = motherland;
— one who igno the call of the
leadersofthisco onzl movement
and goes after the casirated “all-India’

leaders:
— one v~ho op s this movement;
— those who ; izt others join the

movement and themselves do not par-
t1c1pte in it;

—one who pleads for the cause of the
_foreigner:
—one who supp oris the wrong

policies of the vernment;

nt employees—in-
— who do not

= of this move-

ment and adopt 2 non-cooperative at-

titude;
a1 the behest of outside

— those acting 2
powers who try o create divisions
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brought against their will under a Con- | Assamese option to stay outside India? among the primary organisations of the

stitution unacceptable to them. This is what leaders of the agitation allege, movement and thus aim at crushing it
In Assam, the Legislative Assembly | and the document, which is in the India ultimately: and
' — those non-Assamese residents of

The ‘bastards’ document

Assam who. while not participating in
=N, s the movement. :tt:cise it.
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By then, if events in the North-east are an
indication, it may be too late.
— Chaitanya Kalbag in Gauhati
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