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Death. Of 
A A Play 

the park where Varellas son, 
The Goan Institute present 

ed its maiden theatrical1 proLino (Patrick Paul) and his 

duction on the 25th ofAugust cronies Ivan and Paul ogle 

at the St. Xavler's School Au some nondescript females, was 
not onály superfluous, it was 

ditorium. WIritten and dir 
also ruined: by a plethora of 

ected by Derek Antao, the 
play, REQUIEM FOR A PR0four-letter words, which. one 

FESSOR, had.a plot which felt were put in merely for 

the sake of. effectOf. which 
Sagged 80much that the 

there was none anyway. 
seams iscernible at 
t®mes. 

were 

Lloyd D'Mello, as the ageing 
Professor Joe Varella, succeed 
ed' in effectively portraying a 

man torn between professio 
nal honesty and thetruthtwiSts and, turns in the tar 

paulin which represented the 
park. 

about his first wife's. daughter 
Celine. The swinging air hos 

tess Celine, who smokes only 
"Benson & Hedgès", . was 
played by Genevieve D'Sou|a, 

who I was told. is just 11years 
old! Aruna D'Souza as the 
second Mrs, Varella. was shril 
and shrewish in the first act, 

then switched. abrdptly in the 
latér acts to a hauteur which 
was painfully artificial, 

The sound would have dis 
graced even tyro. .The 
props and costumes. were bad. 
For instance, the Professor 
with his bell-bottoms and pen 
chant for shirts trom Paris, 
didn't register as the weary, 
about-to-retire teacher. I feel 
that the dress rehearsal could 
have been utilised -by the cast 
to becoméfamiliar with the 

Some pointsstood out, as 
Sore thumbs do. The scene in 

Besides D'Melló, the only 
other character to evoke some 

audience response was Mrs. 
Varella's : mother, played by 
Rita Fernandes. Shewas 
SO infuriatingly perfect. as 

The Christian Mother Com 
forting Her Daughter that 
everyone went oif into rounds 
of laughter. What a way to 
treat a requiem 

C. K. 
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