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CARNAGE IN TRIPURA 

Tribals Fight 
Bengali Domination 

Army jawan standing guard at Mandai 
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The total devastation at Mandai Market 



HE first spark flew on 
6 June. A Bengali 
shopkeeper at Lem 
bucchara. 8 km from 
Agartala, lent a tribal 

friend of his a dao (sickle) to cut a 

pineapple with. Joking about the 
sickle's blunt edge, the tribal tossed it 
back to the shopkceper. It hit anothe 
tribal standing close by. wounding him 
negligibly. But in the outcry that en 
sued, thrce Bcngali shops were 
smashed and ransacked. Within mi 
nutes, a furlong down the road, eight 

tribal houses were burnt. The trouble 
began to spread down the Assam 
Agartala road. For months, tension be 
tween the tribals and the Bengalis had 

T 
Two incidents preceded Lembuc 

chara, but they did not excite such 
murderous passion. On 2 June Am 
pinagar, a Bengali called Nripen Chak 
raborty (which is also the name of 
Tripura's chicf minister) was killed in a 
quarrel with tribal boys The Tripura 
Upajati Juba Samit1 (TUJS), the tri 
bals aggressive political organisation, 
had launched an anti-foreigner agita 
tion on the lines of the one in Assam. 
TUJS b0ys had issued a call for a 
week-long 'bazar bunch' from 1 June. 
On 6 June at Amarpur, a subdivisional 
headquarter in the South District, 30 
TUJS members tried to close the bazar 
down. The shopkeepers there resisted. 
There was a nasty fight, which left two 

The Lembucchara incident, how 

cver, set off a chain reaction in a 
south-easterly direction. In towns and 
villages along the highway. there was 
arson, rowdyism, violence, and a few 
de aths. The next afternoon, the riots 

engulfed the Jirania police station area 
in the Sadar subdivision. Mandai lies 

within Jirania's jurisdiction. 
Mandai was a small marketplace 

about 35 km from Agartala, some dis 
tance off the highway down a rough 
brick-paved road. Surrounded by tri 
bal huts., it ncstled in a natural depres 
sIon, green vegctation on the left, 
paddy ficlds on the right. Mandai sup 
ported a population of nearly 600 Ben 
galis. Mandai was: it no longer exists. 
On 7 Junc, it was erased from the map. 

At about 3 pm that day. a large 
number of tribals, led by some local built Tripura up into a giant stack of 

kindling. Lembucchara lit it. 
tribals dead. 














