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Synopsis
A lean and mean cabinet will send out a good message, but Modi needs to fight his
urge to retain too many portfolios himself.

FTCONTRIBUTORS — Tywas hard put on Wednesday to find an
advertisement remembering Rajiv
Gandhi on the anniversary of his
assassination. It was a telling contrast
with a few months ago when the
newspapers were flooded, just before
the elections were announced, with ads

extolling UPA II's achievements.

India stares at a 'water bomb' threat as it freezes Indus Treaty
India readies short, mid & long-term Indus River plans

Shehbaz Sharif calls India's stand "worn-out narrative"

Political parties do suffer huge losses, but nothing has been as cataclysmic for
the “independence” party. More than the low number of seats Congress won, » :?;ae;t:‘ aF;la-:eo:e ,:ta;e.f:didii:::::fxemy
2014 will stand as a defeat of ideology — the woollyheaded philosophy of

spending your way to a jobless, growth-less, high-inflation, dole-based
paradise of Potemkin villages around our overcrowded landscape.

Popular in Opinion

1 From bankruptcy to buried

. . . treasure: Pakistan's new gold
For the first time, the heir of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh and the rush (and missing bullets)

Jana Sangh has won a clear mandate. “The wave has hit the shore,” the RSS
mouthpiece Organiser said. Modi’'s majority ought to give him the freedom to

2 Is this bucking a trend?
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craft a cabinet of meritorious achievers, but will he do that? The signs are not
too propitious. We hear talk already about accommodating the BJP’s electoral
allies, even though this is not a coalition government.

3 Big growth, bigger gaps:
India's uneven pay story

4 Make our healthcare closer
for elders

5 Round or square?

We hear talk about old party faithfuls having to be fitted in. We also hear talk
about Modi naming a relatively small cabinet, with much importance being
given to bureaucrats and even non-party expertise. A lean and mean cabinet
will send out a good message, but Modi needs to fight his urge to retain too

many portfolios himself. He has a rare opportunity to reshape government, TOP TRENDING TERMS © O
not just minimise it, but it cannot look like business as usual on the 26th. UPMSP Result 2025 LIVE Updates

Stock Market LIVE Updates Gold Rate Today
Modi has shattered quite a few ceilings in his rise to power. He said in Pope Francis Death Live Updates

Parliament’s Central Hall that somebody from an impoverished background
was standing there, thanks to our Constitution. He was modest enough not to
say that he has ruled Gujarat with no opposition to speak of since 2001, and is
about to do so in New Delhi. That unassailable position could yield a business-
like Parliament that works or it could hold the seeds of the BJP’s downfall if it
succumbs to arrogance and autocracy.

The elections demolished the post-Mandal caste structures that had caught
North India in particular in a pincer of poverty and credulity. Caste-based
groups like the Bahujan Samaj Party, the Samajwadi Party, the Rashtriya

Janata Dal and the Janata Dal (United) were wiped out.
Latest from ET

1 Outraged over Pahalgam, India begins major

But parochialism and ethnic chauvinism continued to rule through the strong war games

votes for the Trinamool Congress, the AIADMK, the Biju Janata Dal and the

Shiv Sena, as well as the Andhra groupings of the Telangana Rashtra Samithi 7 IPL2025; Rajasthan Royals vs Gujarat Titans |
° Live

and the Telugu Desam.
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The BIP swept the Hindi heartland and Gujarat but is that really a plurality of
India?

Given these trends, and the BJP’s vote share of 31 per cent, can the party be
truly non-denominational and will it be able to govern without succumbing to
questionable pulls and pushes? I have my doubts and three men who joined
the party recently underline the perils of “winnability”, the colouring of our
national security as well as the BJP’s wink-nudge politics.

Former Mumbai police commissioner Satyapal Singh joined the BJP two days
after quitting the Indian Police Service on January 31. He had become close to
the RSS when he was Nagpur police commissioner. He also asked to be
recused from the special team investigating the Ishrat Jahan fake encounter
in Gujarat. R.K. Singh joined the BJP less than six months after retiring as the
country’s home secretary in June 2013. You have to ask yourself whether he
was non-partisan when he controlled the nation’s internal security apparatus.

Neither the police officer nor the bureaucrat could have been joining the BJP
on the spur of the moment. Did that mean they were political even when in
service? Both men leapt past the revolving door into the BJP in indecorous
haste. Both men won handily.

Former army chief General VK Singh, who retired two years ago after a huge
row with the government over his birth certificate, made his political
ambitions clear when he began showing up at Anna Hazare’s rallies. If that
was conduct unbecoming of a four-star general, he set a new level when he
joined the BJP in March this year. The general won by a margin only slightly
less pulverising than Modi's in Vadodara.

Did his election signal not just mass discontent with corruption but also
disgruntlement in our armed forces? The general and the police commissioner
certainly represent the politicisation of our uniformed services. And once you
cross the grey line of propriety, all bets are off

( Originally published on May 22, 2014 )

(Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this column are that of the writer. The facts and opinions
expressed here do not reflect the views of www.economictimes.com.)

READ MORE NEWS ON

Naremdra Modi Rajiv Gandhi Congress Shiv Sena Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh

Trinamool Congress

(Catch all the Business News, Breaking News, Budget 2024 Fvents and Lé ...more

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/the-meaning-of-absolute-power/articleshow/35451164.cms

How Trump could champion fair trade and

° save WTO

3/5


https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/naremdra-modi
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/rajiv-gandhi
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/congress
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/shiv-sena
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/rashtriya-swayamsevak-sangh
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/trinamool-congress
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/breakingnewslist.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/budget
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/latest-news
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/global-trends/how-trump-could-champion-fair-trade-and-save-the-wto/articleshow/120696299.cms

4/30/25, 11:47 AM The meaning of absolute power - The Economic Times

VIEW 1 COMMENTS ON THIS STORY

| Investment Ideas | | Stock Report Plus | | ePaper | | Wealth Edition

i _

Listing pop or not, How friendly MNCs Did traders Ka-chir

know the twists are turning the overestimate what scam vi
and turns in Ather... heat on Indian tec... Mahindra will pay... banks &

View all Stories»

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/the-meaning-of-absolute-power/articleshow/35451164.cms 4/5


https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://m.economictimes.com/news/newsblogs/exam-results-today-live-manabadi-ts-ssc-result-bse-telangana-pseb-punjab-board-class-10-12-result-date-time-scorecard-direct-download-link-website-upsc-nda-1-result-today-28th-april/liveblog/120682823.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/news/international/global-trends/canada-election-results-2025-live-updates-justin-trudeau-mark-carney-riding-wise-federal-polls-vote-tracker-live-map-mark-carney-pierre-poilievre/liveblog/120681321.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/wealth/save/bank-holidays-in-may-2025-check-full-list-of-state-wise-bank-holidays/articleshow/120616649.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/news/entertainment/kesari-chapter-2-day-10-box-office-akshay-kumars-film-earns-rs-8-15-crore-on-sunday/articleshow/120686045.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/news/newsblogs/exam-results-today-live-manabadi-ts-ssc-result-bse-telangana-pseb-punjab-board-class-10-12-result-date-time-scorecard-direct-download-link-website-upsc-nda-1-result-today-28th-april/liveblog/120682823.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/jobs/exams-results/pseb-class-10-12-result-2025-check-date-steps-to-download-scorecard-from-website-digilocker-and-more/articleshow/120681769.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/indian-railway-finance-corporation-ltd/stocks/companyid-12523.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/suzlon-energy-ltd/stocks/companyid-1209.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/indian-renewable-energy-development-agency-ltd/stocks/companyid-4517.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tata-motors-ltd/stocks/companyid-12934.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/yes-bank-ltd/stocks/companyid-16552.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/standard-deviation-variance-calculator
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/calculators/income-tax-calculator
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/age-calculator
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/calculators/sip-calculator
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/time-calculator
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/prime/primeshots/3-insights-to-kick-start-your-day-featuring-mukesh-ambani-repeating-old-playbook/primearticleshow/98164982.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/prime/money-and-markets/yuan-internationalisation-sees-significant-progress-in-2022-can-it-maintain-the-momentum/primearticleshow/98159558.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/prime/corporate-governance/after-dodging-bankruptcy-thrice-in-five-years-rolta-india-has-been-dragged-to-insolvency-court-again/primearticleshow/98103322.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/ifsccode/bank-punjab-national-bank.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/ifsccode/bank-union-bank-of-india.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/ifsccode/bank-indian-bank.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/ifsccode/bank-bank-of-baroda.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/ifsccode/bank-state-bank-of-india.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/definition/non-performing-assets
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/definition/monetary-policy
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/definition/perfect-competition
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/definition/commercial-bank
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/definition/advertising
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/invest/epf
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/netflix-news
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/cognizant-layoffs
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/narendra-modi
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/instagram-down
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/stocks/news/itc-3-banks-among-10-stocks-that-received-price-upgrades-in-one-month/itc/slideshow/97999900.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/tax/new-income-tax-slabs-2023-24-how-much-standard-deduction-can-salaried-avail-rs-50000-or-rs-52500/how-much-standard-deduction-will-family-pensioners-get/slideshow/97775870.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/stocks/news/itc-3-banks-among-10-stocks-that-received-price-upgrades-in-one-month/itc/slideshow/97999900.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/stocks/news/buffettology-9-indian-stocks-that-fit-warren-buffetts-funda-of-investing/hg-infra-engineering/slideshow/97968267.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/tax/income-tax-slab-ay-2023-24-zero-tax-if-income-is-up-to-rs-7-5-lakh-under-new-tax-regime-know-how/income-tax-rule-change-salaried-individuals-pensioners-must-know/slideshow/97801763.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/company/campa-cola-co-pvt-ltd/U15541DL1983PTC016033
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/company/awpl-ayurveda-private-limited/U51909RJ2017PTC057333
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/company/vihaan-direct-selling-india-private-limited/U52399KA2011PTC060730
https://www.timesinternet.in/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/archive.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/terms-conditions
https://epaper.indiatimes.com/timesepaper/publication-the-economic-times,city-delhi.cms
https://growfast.indiatimes.com/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/privacypolicy.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/prime/investment-ideas?source=homepage&medium=investment_ideas&campaign=prime_discovery
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/benefits/stockreportsplus?source=freearticleshow&medium=sr_plus&campaign=prime_discovery
https://epaper.indiatimes.com/timesepaper/publication-the-economic-times,city-delhi.cms?source=freearticleshow&medium=epaper_pdf&campaign=prime_discovery
https://epaper.indiatimes.com/wealth_edition.cms?source=freearticleshow&medium=wealth_edition&campaign=prime_discovery
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/prime/money-and-markets/listing-pop-or-not-know-the-twists-and-turns-in-athers-ride-before-investing/primearticleshow/120698289.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/prime/technology-and-startups/how-friendly-mncs-are-turning-the-heat-on-indian-tech-firms/primearticleshow/120675968.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/prime/money-and-markets/did-traders-overestimate-what-mahindra-will-pay-for-sml-isuzu/primearticleshow/120699725.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/prime/corporate-governance/ka-ching-why-scam-victims-banks-are-thanking-ed-for-this-inr29000-crore-cheque/primearticleshow/120668452.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/prime

4/30/25, 11:47 AM

Latest News

Sebi comes out with
timelines for brokers to...

REC raises Rs 5,000 cr via
bonds

What could be the
reason for total blackout...

Do you know Hrithik
Roshan's love story...

UCO Bank to issue 270
crore shares in FY26 to...

YouTube is gearing up to
give its video player a...

The meaning of absolute power - The Economic Times

Why are federal elections
held in Canada on...

Is Trump failing to deliver
peace in Ukraine and...

Netizen asks Preity Zinta
if she will join politics...

Kazakhstan assists
Afghanistan to harness...

Medanta to invest Rs 500
cr to set up 400-bed...

Power cut interrupts play
at Madrid Open

India's Shriram Finance
mulling yen-...

LG Electronics IPO to be
delayed amid market...

CorporatEdge leases
42,000 sq ft at World...

Follow Us On:

Download ET App:

SUBSCRIBE TO

OUR

NEWSLETTER

Copyright © 2025 Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd. All rights reserved. For reprint rights: Times Syndication Service

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/the-meaning-of-absolute-power/articleshow/35451164.cms

5/5


https://www.facebook.com/EconomicTimes
https://www.facebook.com/EconomicTimes
https://twitter.com/economictimes
https://twitter.com/economictimes
https://www.linkedin.com/company/economictimes
https://www.linkedin.com/company/economictimes
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/rss.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/rss.cms
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.et.reader.activities
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.et.reader.activities
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the-economic-times/id474766725?ls=1&t=8apple.com/us
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/prime?utm_source=economictimes.indiatimes.com&utm_medium=footer&utm_campaign=ETPrimedistribution
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/prime?utm_source=economictimes.indiatimes.com&utm_medium=footer&utm_campaign=ETPrimedistribution
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/subscription
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/subscription
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/subscription
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/subscription
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/subscription
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/subscription
https://timescontent.timesgroup.com/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/stocks/news/sebi-comes-out-with-timelines-for-brokers-to-collect-margins/articleshow/120700272.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/magazines/panache/do-you-know-hrithik-roshans-love-story-started-from-a-traffic-signal-not-a-filmi-party/articleshow/120699742.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/global-trends/canada-elections-2025-why-are-federal-elections-held-in-canada-on-monday-explained-in-10-points/articleshow/120700198.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/world-news/kazakhstan-assists-afghanistan-to-harness-its-mineral-deposits-realise-potential/articleshow/120700071.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/stocks/news/indias-shriram-finance-mulling-yen-denominated-fundraise-to-diversify-borrowing-ceo-says/articleshow/120700493.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/stocks/news/rec-raises-rs-5000-cr-via-bonds/articleshow/120700565.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/stocks/news/uco-bank-to-issue-270-crore-shares-in-fy26-to-cut-govt-stake-to-75/articleshow/120700390.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/global-trends/is-trump-failing-to-deliver-peace-in-ukraine-and-gaza-within-his-first-100-days-check-details/articleshow/120700405.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/healthcare/biotech/healthcare/medanta-to-invest-rs-500-cr-to-set-up-400-bed-hospital-in-guwahati/articleshow/120700582.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/ipos/fpos/lg-electronics-ipo-to-be-delayed-amid-market-volatility/articleshow/120700632.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/us/what-could-be-the-reason-for-total-blackout-in-spain-portugal-and-france-and-how-long-will-it-take-to-restore-power/articleshow/120699444.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/magazines/panache/youtube-is-gearing-up-to-give-its-video-player-a-fresh-new-makeover-soon-heres-all-you-need-to-know/articleshow/120700792.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/magazines/panache/netizen-asks-preity-zinta-if-she-will-join-politics-after-ipl-her-reply-wins-the-internet/articleshow/120700354.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/sports/power-cut-interrupts-play-at-madrid-open/articleshow/120700882.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/property-/-cstruction/corporatedge-leases-42000-sq-ft-at-world-trade-center/articleshow/120701058.cms

