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i i 2 t it has
NEw DELHI May 30 (Reuters) - A top Indian official said on Sunday it was up to Paklsgi?r;?}taut?odnoov:/r: e
d<_)ne" in Ka,shmir if the nuclear-armed neighbours were to step back from a growing c
Himalayan territory.

! J i o what it
When other countries ask us to exercise restraint, we tell them: PIea;e go a'nd tgll :amsetaMr:ntizt:rr\ci\tal p
done'," said Brijesh Mishra, principal secretary and National Security Adviser to Pri

Vajpayee,
. ith i ir- - ive to

Mishra told Reuters in a telephone interview that India would press on with its air-and-ground offens

evj

ict hundreds of well-armed infiltrators from Indian Kashmir's high ridges.
3 : : ] H n H H 1 1w so_
- there be no mistake - this was an armed incursion by Pakistan into Indlgn te_rrltory, nglgal:/ll(lasz;zu;?e
ca|.|Ed Mercenaries have been thoroughly controlled and directed by the Pakistani army.
Svidence of that,

"We are determined to restore the status quo ante. That is the bottom line.

i . . . . . . f m
Mishra admitted India had been taken by surprise by the extent and 5|ze.of the mﬂIggtloné_\:_vuhrllc:tgalf:ffsred ro
Previgys Years when small bands of guerrillas crossed into Indian Kashmir to stage hit-an :

. n o
Obviously we giq not assess the situation properly,” he said. "But for nearly three de%idrfznt::lﬁ ;Voaus gon‘t
Clivity on those high ridges on our side of the LOC (line of control). The terrain is so
€Xpect this sort of incursion."

1 H " : : ] a
Sut he brushed aside a question about a failure of India's intelligence machinery. "This is not the time for
poSt~m°"tem," he said.

SS‘,‘EC’ how India would respond to a proposal by Pakistan to send its foreign minister, Sartaj Aziz, to New
&lhi for

talks to defuse the Kashmir crisis, Mishra said:
"We are
a
that paj

is goodg,"

Iways willing to welcome dialogue, but what is the purpose of di'alogue?tILthsa;ét;rgssc:nl:ntlotﬁg;etehat
istan is entirely responsible for this situation and if Pakistan says 'Let us take

Mishra’ a former diplomat, said there was a serious lack of consensus in Pakistan on policy towards India, and
recallg ’

d the warmth between Vajpayee and his Pakistani counterpart Nawaz Sharif when the two met in
Ahore for a Pathbreaking summit only three months ago.

: i i i or
thi 3 Very clear to us now that when we were being received in Lahore, preparations were already going on fi
I i n i i
S armeg Incursion into our territory," Mishra said.

Askeq if the stand-off in Indian Kashmir's Drass-Kargil-Batalik sectors might develophiptﬁ anlgngc)’szlr:ISs‘,ligghen
undedared War of attrition between the arch-foes, similar to their skirmishes on the high a
acier furth

€r north, Mishra said:
i don'y think it wi, But if it does, we have the resources to handle that sort of situation. Pakistan doesn't.
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