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~~~ ..DELHI, May 30 (Reuters) - A top Indian official said on Sunday it was up to Pakistan to "undo what it has 
Hirn e I In Kashmir if the nuclear-armed neighbours were to step back from a growing confrontation over the 

a ayan territory. 

"w ha2~n ot,her countries ask us to exercise restraint, we tell them: 'Please go and tell Pakistan to undo what it 
Va]' one," said Brijesh Mishra, principal secretary and Natienal Security Adviser to Prime Minister Ata l Behari 

payee. 

~~~r~ told Reuters in a telephone interview that India would press on with its air-and-ground offensive to 
undreds of well-armed infiltrators from Indian Kashmir's high ridges. 

"L 
ca~:~here be no. mistake - this was an armed incursien by Pakistan into Indian territery," said Mishra. "The so-
eVid rnercenarles have been theroughly controlled and directed by the Pakistani army. We have enough 

ence of that. 

"We are d ' 
etermlned to restore the status quo ante. That is the bottom line." 

~~!~~~ adrnitted India had been taken by surprise by the extent and size of the infiltration, which differed from 
us years when small bands ef guerrillas crossed into. Indian Kashmir to stage hit-and-run attacks. 

"ObVio ' 
actiVit uSly We did, not assess the situatien preperly," he said. "But fer nearly three decades there was no. 
expec~ tOhn these high ridges on eur side ef the LOC (line ef centrel). The terrain is so. horrendeus yeu den't 

IS sert ef incursien." 

But h 
post-~ brushed aSide a questien abeut a failure of India's intelligence machinery. "This is not the time fer a 

ortem," he said . 

6~~idf how India weuld respend to a prepesal by Pakistan to. send its foreign minister, Sartaj Aziz, to. New 
Or talks to defuse the Kashmir crisis, Mishra said: 

"w 
th a~ :~~ ,always willing to. welceme dialegue, but what is the purpese of dialegue? If the purpose is to agree 
is gOOd. ,~stan IS entirely respensible fer this situatien and if Pakistan says 'Let us take back eur men' then that 

MiShra 
recalled a former diplemat, said there was a serious lack ef censensus in Pakistan en policy tewards India, and 
La hore f the warmth between Vajpayee and his Pakistani counterpart Nawaz Sharif when the two. met in 

Or a pathbreaking summit enly three months age. 

"I t is Ve 
this ar ry c,lear to. us new that when we were being received in Lahere, preparatiens were already geing en for 

rned Incursien into our territery," Mishra said. 

~~~:~ I if the stand-eff in Indian Kashmir's Drass-Kargil-Batalik secters might develep into. a leng, bruising 
Glaciera;ed war ef attritien between the arch-fees, similar to. their skirmishes en the high and hestile Siachen 

urther nerth, Mishra said: 

"I don't ' , , " , 
think It Will. But if it dees, we have the reseurces to. handle that sert of sltuatlen. Pakistan deesn't." 

(C) Re 
uters Li rn ited 1999. 

Docurn 
entlba0000020010907dvSu07e9v 

http:// 1 . 
g obal.factIva.com/aaidefault.aspx?pp=Print 1b ----- 5/23/2006 


