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Nepal pm Says government safe -- for now.
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i iti ent is not in any danger despite the
& al's fragile coalition governm ) e -
Ké;:m?sﬁéﬂiér-zfs(tffﬁgesrﬁow'\:sg in local polls, Prime Minister Lokendra Bahadur Chand said on Friday

; i liament," Chand told
1 don't see any threat now but it is very difficult to predict when there is a hung par
Reuters in an interview.

The |eading rt in Chand's coalition, the Communist Unified Marxist-Leninist (UML) party, was poised for a
partner !
Strong showing in local elections in the kingdom.

m half the seats declared
in 40 distri wed the UML had won more than ‘
Initial re m week's polls in Glsticta Shhad one-tenth. A second phase of polls will
szltflaa,! rwil.illltscf;gn '-:S;ashtriysapPrlai'atantra Party (RPP) had won about one-tenth. A s p p

be held on Monday for 35 districts.

rket-oriented economy
"We have an agreed minimum common programme. They have accepted a ma g

liberalisation ang privatisation," he said.

in 1990, said: "I think Nepal's
. : acy was restored in 5
S ‘ i T s o IO Acy. ed a common code of conduct among
politi‘:da’|t;:rggt:aﬁ'zr::s;nc;z'ssible for the instability. We haven't yet develop
Ourselyeg, "

, i lead the people."
"EVerybody wants power," he added. "Here you cannot find a single party that can peop
i i i- democracy and might want to
i i i eriment with multi pa_rty : ( .
ggkt?ad l':ghethNeplzlidpeople Wersfvffgrxq'ggaﬁrt‘ce'é::fd said: "When tthey (t)r;:(r;kult over they will realise that the
CK to the old dominance ' ebiiad .
Power they enjoy is priceless. It will take some time (for demo

i ven years old," he said.
"Tadmit that we do not have hard-working cadres yet. The RPP is only se y

i ial ti n th
Chand saiq p h I and India had agreed to review a 1950 treaty that established special ties between the
4 Said both Nepal and Indi :
'Malayan kingdom and its giant southern neighbour.

i he treaty)," he said.
"We will try to achieve a consensus among all our parties (on t

overnment w i i aging an insurgency in some

i i dline Maoists who are w . o

& i m s harm i "government of the working class",
re“'g(tjes;iftr?lcisgaiv t’;rc; atr:teplgcr:]ing the constitutional monarchy with a "g

i i i violence started 15 months ago.
About 109 People have died in insurgent activities and police action since the

» eople," he said. "But we won't
The e " t important duty is to save the life and property of the peop

€rnment's mos

allow terrorist activities to continue."

ic Nepali refugees from Bhutan.
Chand sajg Nepal also faced a problem with an influx of about 100,000 ethnic Nep 9

i i n's capital, Thimphu, to try and
He saig the foreign ministers of the two countries would meet in June in Bhuta p
resolve the issue.

i icity resources. Australia's Snowy
iti huge hydroelegtrncn : :
Chand . iR selge ofar UG ectric plant in west Nepal.
°“”ta?f?lgnh§|;?§:e|3:ivna<_;s ggrp is bui?ding a 750-megawatt hydroel

i r, were hamstrung by a
He tourism, the country's third-largest foreign exchange earne g by
Said efforts to promote tourism,

3¢k of aircraft seats. <\ M'tf
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Chand said he hoped the South Asian Federation Games, due to be held in Kathmandu in March 1998, would
help boost tourism.

He also saiq Nepal was thinking of setting up a Technology Park, but added that no specific plans had so far
€en worked out.
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