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Critics also saw the revocation of the visas of the two Review reporters, who had both previously written
Stories highly critical of Thaksin, as evidence of a crackdown on press freedom.

In January, the Review ran a story touching on relations between Thaksin and Thailand's revered.King
Bhumibol Adulyadej, which was deemed by police to contravene strict laws about what can be said gbout the
royal family. The Review later apologised for any offence that may have been caused by the magazine.

Thaksin said the action against the Review was taken by the police because the article was offensive to Thais.

"In the case of the Far Eastern Economic Review, if you look at the column, it is not nice to write in that
Manner," he said.

usometimES, especially people from the West may not understand how sensitive Thai people are about their

ll;oyal family because the royal family is at the centre, the heart of the Thai people. We highly respect them,"
€ said.

Thaksin said he and his government had been misunderstood by the press and had come in for much criticism,
Some of its unfair.

T'I @M probably one of the prime ministers that has been attacked most by the press both domestically and

'dnte'rnationally. But I have the right to explain, to tell the press that they misunderstand my government. I
ON't want to get involved with their freedom at all," he said.

Thaksin Said he would push ahead with his reform of the Thai economy and use his majority in parliament to
tel_r)sure Thailand kept recovering from the deep slump seen in the aftermath of the 1997/98 Asian crisis,
'99ered by the collapse of the Thai baht.

He forecast the Thai economy would grow by at least 3.5 percent this year after 1.8 percent growth in 2001.

"I do not want

for the country
COUntry.n

to have an MP base to strengthen my dictatorship, but I am (responsible for) the bottom line
. That is my style. I want success for the country. Not for me, but for the country. I do it for the
(With additional reporting by Andrew Browne and Chris Johnson).
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