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India's Fernandes insists Pakistan PM was in dark.
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i "irrefutable
NEW DELH1 May 31 (Reuters) - India's Defence Minister George Fernandes dsaul:l< gn riznniﬁ?;ahri :zsnmanders
&vidence" that Pakistan's Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif had been kept in the dark by
about the Kashmir infiltration.

; vidence. "I don't
But Fernandes speaking to Reuters in an interview, said he did not want to elaborate on the e
ink it would be wise to do it at this point."

[ involved but it is the
“This is an operation in which it is evident that the (Pakistan) government has not been involv
Pak

i ini i " Fernandes said.
istani military that has taken the initiative, keeping even the prime minister in the dark,

. e i k. There is
I i saying this with the knowledge that the Pakistan prime minister was kept in the dar
Irrefutaple evidence to that effect."

: informed by
He Said he was also convinced Pakistan's Inter Services Intelligence (ISI) agency was not kept
Military commanders..

i iviti i n the ISI is
"AS far as the ISI is concerned, the ISI which is well known for its a.C'tIV‘ItIES“..-In our country, eve
not involved in this operation, it is the army which has taken the initiative.

i infi i ecame clear,
But Sharif myst have had to go along with the military's plans for Kashmir once the infiltration b
€rnandes saiq.

i i ori ini iously brought
T am aware that once the whole exercise began then the Pakistani prime minister also was obviously g

. > ou have to be
b0 the picture because in an operation of this type when you move into another i B
brought into the picture.

“This IS s

i i i 7%
ed in both overt and covert operations in various parts of our country including Kashm

id i i i iri aratists'
FernandES said it was significant that Pakistan's army, which said it was not involved in Kashmiri sep
Ora

iefi i ighting in the
- Ys into Indian-controlled territory, were themselves briefing the media every day on the fighting
disputeq region.

"Tdon't think they are trying to hide behind any fig leaf this time," he said.

i - i Id yield
Asked if Sharif's plan to send his foreign minister Sartaj Aziz to New Delhi for talks on Kashmir would y
results,

i i ime
Fernandes said: "I am sure something should come out of it. I also hopeht.hat ::e Pakistan pr!
Minister as some ideas on how he wants to get out of this situation created by his army.

Tdo hope he (Aziz) is coming here with a view to resolve this matter."

e said there was no other way but for Pakistan to pull out the infiltrators from Kashmir.

If they don't pull them back, they will be either eliminated or flushed out. There is no other way."
Aske

ini i Vaj bus
| i ime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee rode a
d why the friendship generated in February, when Indian Prlmg r A Kipivad iode o
o Pak ty aho eaking meeting with Sharif, had dissipated so quickly,
Said: Pakistan city of Lahore for a pathbr g

i i India
“Oby; istani i do not relish the idea of peace between
aObVIOUSIy there are parts of the Pakistani establishment who

a i have. Otherwise it doesn't make any
istan and a peaceful way of resolving whatever differences we . Otherwise it doesn't
Sense
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A&er all the Pakistani prime minister signs the Lahore Declaration (in February). The whole world applauds
slm and our prime minister. Within both countries there is a certain sense of relief, there is also a certain
€nse of jubilation and great expectations."

He saig both sides had suddenly begun to see the advantages of economic cooperation.

.gg': Pakistan Chamber of Commerce sends a delegation. Our industrialists go there. In quick steps all this
ens,

n’:‘°W, would that prime minister (Sharif) at the same time plan covert action even while he is making all these
OVes, and destroy all that?"
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