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He said there was a strong feeling that the priorities of the United States had changed. "The level of interest of
the United States in Afghanistan has not been the same as it was six months ago."

Hayat complained that poppy cultivation for the production of opium and heroin had risen to record levels after
the fall of the Taliban, but U.S.-led coalition forces had done nothing to address the problem.

"Two-thirds of that is on our western borders," he said. "We have asked the Americans, we told the

|C°f:manders of allied forces - what hampers you, or what restricts you from totally neutralising this cultivated
and?

"They say that is not within our mandate," he said. "Now, when we are told such things, it certainly is
Something which is hard to digest."
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