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"A?‘ of this morning our army's total casualties were 43 killed and 173 wounded and 12 missipg including thrge
Officers. The air force has lost five killed including three officers. About 320 militants along with 150 Pakistani
'®Qular soldiers have been killed in the operations," Fernandes said.

He said he would like to bring the air and ground offensive against the infiltrators to a quick end.

But Fernandes, who flew over the combat zones on Sunday, said: "One could see the magnitude of the task
Our soldiers face at the moment. I wouldn't fix any time frame.

"What We have seen in the past 15-20 days is the reality on the ground which is we are in very mountainous

erritory...and therefore the fight for each of these mountaintops calls for a lot of effort. There aren't even
Mule tracks in that area."

He said the Pakistan-backed infiltrators had been pushed back in "all sectors".

tr\?le have been using both air power and all our firepower and all said and done they are sitting on the top up
€T€ With no place to escape, to that extent they are easy oo piinee

He saiqg the infiltrators were a mix of regular Pakistani soldiers, "some of them in uniform"; Kashmiri

ssparatists based in Pakistan; tribesmen from Pakistan's Baltistan region; and Afghan mercenaries. "This is the
0ad profile of the intruders. "
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