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~EW DELHI, July 13 (Reuters) - Watching vanquished Islamic guerrillas retreat to Pakistan, India's top general 
ears they will return as Islamabad reverts to running a "proxy war" in Kashmir. 

Chief of Army Staff General Ved Prakash Malik said comments by Pakistan's political leaders in the wake of an 
Ignhom inious withdrawal from Kashmir suggested they will again support Islamic militants exporting a "jihad", 
Or oly war, to Kashmir. 

~orne of the statements which have been made at the political level (by Pakistan) are alarming because that 
T eans they are going to encourage more proxy war and that is indeed dangerous," Malik told Reuters on 

UeSday. 

t-n r~~tants have sneaked into India's side of Kashmir from Pakistan throughout the 1990s intent on trying to 
d Indle the popular uprising that swept the country's only Moslem majority state in the early years of the 

ecade. 

e~t this was the firsf time they had occupied a swathe of territory, prompting India in May to launch Operation 
ay, an air and ground offensive, to expel the intruders. 

~i~l~k, 59, a veteran of two wars with Pakistan in 1965 and 1971 and a border war with China in 1962, said in 
Irst Interview Since the flareup began that he never considered using India's new found nuclear option . 

~:;as less confident that the Pakistani side would act responsibly with any nuclear weapons, but believed 
would also shy away from making the ultimate escalation . 

"Th 
irra~re were some irrational decisions taken on the other side, but even then I never thought they would be so 

onal as to take such a step." 

Wh'l 
reb~~dKashmir's frontiers, In diplomatic speak, are returning to the "status quo ante", it will be less easy to 

any trust formed at the Lahore Declaration signed by the country's two prime ministers in February. 

"w 
be:n thought there was a genuine effort at Lahore when the two prime ministers met, but even that has now 

neutralised. " 

:~~ ~~ekdefeat of the guerrilla force, which India said contained a heavy contingent of Pakistan army regUla~s, 
Istan inSiStS were Kashmiri freedom fighters, means the worst may be past, for now. 

"All is not 
turbul Ov~r yet. This is a delicate period when you cannot afford to let your guard down. Maybe the more 

ent penod is over," General Malik said. 

New Delh ' h . . 
for the I as given the infiltrators until the morning of July 16 to get out of India completely, and the army 

next few days will monitor the withdrawal sector by sector. 

There i 
trigger s no formal ceasefire, but Indian troops will train guns on the retreating guerrillas without pulling the 

, so long as they stick to a schedule agreed with Pakistan's generals. 

General M I' . . .. 
Indian . a Ik will only declare Operation VI)ay successfully completed when the last fighter is expelled from 

SOIl. 
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~eneral Mal ik said the bodies left behind confirm the role played by the Pakistani Army, primarily the Northern 
Ight Infantry, in the occupation of the mountains on the Indian side of the military Line of Control. 

~~here is so much of evidence in terms of dead bodies, in terms of prisoners, documents they have left behind, 
e weapons they have left behind, the identity cards and letters . These are littered all over the place." 

In~ i a says it lost nearly 400 men and close to 600 were wounded in the two months of bitter fighting in the 
In oSp itable Himalayan territory. It put the number of dead on the Pakistan side at almost 700. 

OPakistan said more than 1,700 Indian soldiers were killed while its own dead and missing amounted to just 
ver 200. 

~a li k sa id the enemy had surprised India's border patrols by executing a commando style operation to secure 
eights commanding a highway linking the Kashmir valley to the remote Ladakh region. 

But he sa id the Pakistani strategy was a gamble that appeared to lack an end-game. 

"I th o . 
Ye Ink It was a huge miscalculation. I really don't know why they couldn't see it through and through because 
th s, they were able to surprise us in the beg inning, but they should have been able to see beyond that, that 

ere was no chance of success." 

~~~era l Malik said he expected the armed forces performance would help win support for boosting the defence 
get, wh ich has been kept in check for the past few years. 

"Ther . 
e IS a need to spend more money. There are some systemic changes that are called for ." 
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