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~E~, . DELHI, July 18 (Reuters) - Indian Foreign Minister Jaswant Singh on Sunday urged Pakistan to endorse 
e Inviolability " of a military control line in Kashmir and halt support for Islamic militants in Indian territory. 

~Inherent in the inviolability aspect of the LaC is certainly an abjuring of promotion of cross-border 
ter; orism ... thereafter the process of dialogue and its mechanisms and choreography, all those can be attended 
0, ' Singh told Reuters . 

The Li ne of Control (LaC) divides the disputed Himalayan territory of Kashmir between India and Pakistan. 

S' 
r Ingh sa id Ind ia had abundant evidence Pakistan's army was directly involved in infiltration into the Kargil 
eg lon of the Ind ian part of Kashmir and added: 

"Th ' 
Pakl.s kind .of ev idence, this kind of aggression by night and dialogue by day, how do I sustain this, unless 
Ind.lst.an gives up the path of confrontation and recognises that promotion of terrorism across the border in 

la IS not an affirmation of the inviolability of the LaC ." 

~kebd how. SOon he expected talks with Pakistan to resume over a host of differences between the nuclear­
Pa Ie neighbours, including their 52-year-old enmity over Kashmir, Singh said : 

"I . 
Sh~Urtst defined the route chart. Unless we go down that route chart, how do you find shortcuts? There are no 

cuts. 

"Th 
not ere has to be a beginning made with restoration of trust and confidence ... as initiators of dialogue, we are 

opposed to dialogue. But dialogue has to be based on fundamentals." 

Pak' 
daylstan i and Ind ian military commanders agreed the infiltrators would be withdrawn from Indian Kashmir just 

s after Pakistan i Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif held talks in Washington with U.S. President Bill Clinton. 

Cli nton I 
P edged to take a "personal interest" in resumption of a peace dialogue. 

Singh d ' . 
enled India had made any concession in order to secure the withdrawal. 

~~~~n disabuse you of any such illusions. There was no quid pro quo between India and Pakistan, there is no 
and ~ro quo between India and the United States. We made clear our position from the beginning in explicit 

nambiguOus terms." 

He Sa id New Delhi would never tolerate any mediation, a notion even Washington has been careful to Sidestep . 

~!~f~~ as Ind i a ~ Pakistan relations go, there is no place for mediation, even for intermediates . The reason is 
interprmtPle - pnmarily because we speak the same language, we understand each other. We do not need 

e ers," Singh said. 

"Second I 
no kind y We do not believe anyone knows Pakistan or India for that matter as well as we do. Th irdly, because 
agenda of International interest in India-Pakistan relations comes totally without some baggage of internal 

s We do not subscribe to." 
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Yielded a conciliatory "Lahore Declaration". 

~hat We misplaced our trust is proven by facts in abundance, which we are now in the process of tidying up. 
ere We overconfident? No, we were trusting," Singh said. 

~I tthink it's a very old lesson, nothing terribly original. But the best insurer of peace is constant vigilance and 
o al preparedness." 

~e said he looked forward to meeting U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright in Singapore later this month 
n the sidelines of the annual Association of South East Asian Nations meeting. 

s· 
Ingh said he would not like to be in Pakistan's position. 

~~~on't envy Pakistan's position, because it did clearly run into a blind alley. It was a gross misadventure. I do 
see what Pakistan has gained from this. 

"I 
totlcertai.nlY lost a great deal of goodwill. If I were a Pakistani, I would have to begin to move towards learning 

Ive With my own history and the reality of my geography." 

(C) Reuters Limited 1999. 
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