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HARYANA

Governor's Disgrace

EIGHTEEMN hoors after
Hoyuma Crovernor Gang-
patran Devi Tapess coam-
mitted the mosl undemo-
crathe  fawy pod o India's
polifcal hstory, be ‘was
cowerlng on a gola in the
—_— Chandigarh Raj Bhavan's
latge reception hall, “This is Haryanal™
yolbed apoplectic Lok Dhal mias, eves blood
shot, ook veins bulping, pressing around the
diminutive Tapase in & kneg-touching, eye-
ball-to-eyeball confrontation. “The bullss
are going o Hy,” they chorused, “hlood’s
goang b0 Mo 1™

Tapase I8 73 vears old, sulfers lrom
herpes. wears & perpetunlly  pained ex-
pression., and seems incapable of engaging
in coberenf comversition. As {he verhal
assault imtensibad, led by Lok Dl leader and
chief minister-aspirant Devi Lal, Bharatiya
lanata Party (mrp) kader D Mangal Sein,
and Fawyers Parkash Singh Daudta and
Maharaj Singh. Tapase could only mumbie
in protest. Al one poinl, as his hand in-
voluntoarily rose Lo towch s chin, #l was
brushed brusguely aside by Devi Lal
Cirowled the hefty Jat leader 25 be tweaked
the povernor's clun: “You slave of Indim
Crandhl, do vou think you coam get away with
whal you've dope™

Il wei incredible political drama, s
savage saiire on elecioral politics, and
Tapase hnd only himsell 1o blame for L.
mess. That Mondoy's Tracas in the supust
gub=rnatornnl ressdence only peaked & sor-
dicl week-end. The sequence began the pre-
vious Fraday, May 21, when the lusbure af
power in the W-seal Haryani Assembly
bung precariously in the balonce with the
Congress({l) winning 35 seais and the Lok
Dal 31, Pariner in un unensy poll alliamce

o

with the Lok Dl the pir won sx seats
Large Tornowver: The head-huni Tor

secoring i maponty began chen, with the Lok
Dal-prp combane claiming the additional
suppord of three Congress (Jagpvan BEam]
supporfess, one Junato s, and half-a-
doven independents. In o state where pariy
propramnses and peformance have long ago
lost meesning, where kepislaters solicit buyers

Bk strumpets in p skeiry brodhel, and where
the boying and seliing of assemdly seais muast
Comsaiiue the maasioy with the Inrgest cash
turmover, 1l was symbolic that the Cop-
greas(l) should move 18 men en Rerse [0
Diefl fo “'decule™ the leadership iesue,

S0 it was that on Saturday, May 22,
while Dewi Lal rushed to and from the Raj
Bhavan, Brat to demand tee dizmizsal of the
Compgress(1) minisry and then o press his
own £3dm for the cheel ministership, ihe

Bheajan Lal sfter bds !Hﬂiﬂg—h u coup e

23
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Sguat end swarihy incombent of thay o 4
Bhajan Lal, was kimsed wrying fo come :
the High Command —which meany jpge
Crandhy and her son Hapy —1hat be vy o
caly persan whe could deliver the Emrl
The bargaining st | Safdarjung
and at Haryunn Bhavan m Delbi 'n-m
wall into the pflemoon. Aferail Bhajag
had estnblished an utlerly amoral and o
scrupaioes brack  record durl.n-g hiz i
mindiership, right from the momen §
walled over will 80 Janzin siss mnie gl
Congresg{l] camp soon afler the (080 &8
neral elactioms
Worse, it was clear that Harysngy
vaters hadn't forgiven the largest-evws
fection in that ciadel of defection. Tey 4
Bhoaan Lal's |4 minisiers had been thrashaf
in ihe elections on May 19, ond of (ke )
hard ecore Ffobowers he secured tickets (or, j§
were wiped ol the electoral slaze, )
Foul Chaiee & [n the end. faced wigh
fuce that it hod Tailed (o establsh & major
oy lalr medns, the Congressl] wis fopped
o phumip for the I'mldw-i-nenl'lerlm!; Bhamg)
Lal loose in the market-place of ke pelamvg!
flesh, and e was “‘vnammmously” cleoigd
leader of the Congress{l) Legisiazure ,
MAd jusi about thal time, Covernos)
Fapass was tetling Devi Lal in Chandsga]
te phvsically parnds bis supporters in the Rl
Bhavan on Monday. May 34, =0 ikai §
colkd verify the coaliticn’s cloims af m
pority. In whal was an orchestruied mo 2
Devi Lal was chosen fo spearhead o
Dipposition's bid for power
Within bours of receiving the go-abesd]
in the sweepsiakes from Tapase. Devi |
som O Prakash, aided by Akali Dal jesda
mnd former Punjab chied mendsier Prabaly)
Simngh Badal, had msccesdad in shep i
mosl of the coalition's MLas into the swank)
Hewel Shivalik 5t Parsanoo in Hio
Pradesh, right acrass the barder from Ka
Desgnating himeell the “independeni-in}
chael . Lachhman Singh strutted atoutd thel
holiday resort, sapervising the 'r|.'||.':-:.1.'.nu
ceniure cormforts 1
Il was nll very hush.birsh, o we !
Munoe Pero cowld hagse his pexi novel oo AR
& big proup of coloarful Mihang Sikhs asdi
contingent of other Badal-asspoed guands
wrmed o the teeth with swords and gusks
kept intruders away amd the precious feght
lators inside the hotel, Devi Lal frantical®y§
tried Lo rope in more men on his side 1
Trump Card: Meanwlale. Bhajn
wak playing his tump card. Tha: b
sunday, May 23, the wily politeal Lrads
returmed Mmam Delhi in the Harvana (ioverie
mienl's twin-engined Beachcraft a1 3 pOLE
and hurried 1o Kaj Bhavan. An hour nad
guarter later, Bhajan Lal emerged &
amugly told newsmen that e woukl -
sometbing for them in n while, A hirtle Ltef,
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el reporters foroad Tapase 1o spill the
s1bai be would saedr Bhaian Lalin by
M pm. “Haven't you received the nosifi-

ioa T™ he ssked
Events unloided with indecent Basie
Beresfier, Tapase went back 10 his office for
. satatlon with fee Lok Dal eaders.
Who kad been kepd waiting whils the gower-
i worked things ool with Bhajan Lal snd
e Chiel Secrelnry Tshwar Chander
(Then, Tapkse came out 1o swear ina Blajan
End clad in natty sherwan! and charrdars, to
ol coved [rom close 10 A thousand
priers. Momenis before the coremony,
i Lal performed the farcienl duty of
ping abosg with his cabinel (rom the
revioms government. The political coup
i had #n mr of having bedn arvnnged

in ndvance

ROM the wery beginning, the po¥ticsal
dice bad been loaded in Blajan Lal’s
favour. Harmaa's infemous chiel
helongs to the Bishnoi community
Rajastkan, a deeply mliglous seci that
istically protects wildlife in the Ldaipur
pon. The sume resl seems to have been
d by Bhame Lal in mcguiring thai ul-
i two-legged animal, the Haryana
latonr.
His forie s the psychological solt-sell,
d Bhajan Lal is o very good psychologisl.
(Hiy sdmirers and enemics both admit that he
il pick ouf & man's weak spots and stnke
thily at them. “He's 30 good Lo you. s0
wliciious, so polie and ansious (o woo you
Bt you don’t evem realise you've been
{ uhmut." faye 1 man who s sure to
o minisier 0 Bhajan Lals oew

l'lrhhu Correnily, the Congress(T} in
m 1 divided Ao g6 many campa, it
puld ensily be called o coalition. Apart from
jan Lal's group, ibare 8 former sldle
prendent Harpal Singh's group: fof-
mingater of stmle Dalbir Singh's group;
Jeion Agricultore Migdser Rao Birendra
h's group; Bansi Lal's formidible
g Chawdhury Chapd Ram’s Hergjan
n; and Chimngi Lal Sharma®s Brahmin
n, These i also the Iat leader, Shamsher
ph Surjewcaln, o loyal Congredsman wha
ghactexd in spite of asiempied snbotoge by
e Ll and later iried to siake his clam
lh ehdel ministership.

It was ironscal, and iodicstive of the
poeratives of defection pohtcs,  that
rlewnla was gltimately forced (o propose
Lal’s name in Defhi for leadership of
H|;L-|h|:|.u'l party, In contrast with the
¢ ormapce of Bhajan Lal's mea.
Lnl got seven of his sight candidates
pind —imcluding his son Surinder Singh,
5 wom from Tosham with il largest
n. 25,628 votes

The key to power lay with the nde-
pendenis, who won 12 seats. Al leasd eight of
these wens Congress (1) nebefs, denied party
tickets ai the lasi moibent, who bad ney-
ertheless defeated the official candidates. 11
wits humslistmg for the Congress(I], but the
party bad 1o eat coow, dangle minisierabips
s bait, nnd buy heck the very people it hod
kxked aside n few weekn eariier. Hhajon
Lal's Hst, submitied to Tapass on May 33,
had 41 names—and hede included sx imde-
pendents:  BRahim Khan from  Nuh,
Lochhman Dae Arora from Sirsa, Chada
Singh from HNilokbeni, Sharda Ram from
Ballabhbgarh, Rapnder Singh lrom Kaliana,
mnd Lechhman Singh from Kalka,

Exnmple: Lachhman Singh symbolises
the machinnleons of dehaction palilscs. Afler
roundly abusing Bhajan Lal in public, and
paricipaiing in every high-profile Lok Dl
gambit, Lechhman Singh suddenly fallsd 1o
slgn the memomndum, signed by Deva Lal
and his 44 men (o prove the combition's
strength on May 4. When the coalition’s
siag were dooven in & touwrist bus directly
fvom (he Parwandd "camp’ (o the Raj
Bhavin thai afiermeon for ibhe phymeal pa-
rade the govemndir had demuanded und then
pre-empied Lackhman Singh was missing

Devi Lal was told by some supporisn
that the shifty Sikh had been arcesied early
that moming at Kallea in conmection with o
thooting incident doring the campaign in
Piajore itown. By ewening thai day,
Lachhman Simgh had proclaimed support
fipr Bhajan Lal. This was the very man wha,
48 hours earkier, had loadly Boasted
“Bhajan Lal mng me up from Delhi and
wsked ma how moch momey | vanied. [ asked
him: how mech could | bay i for ™

Anoiber greal lurnaboul was executed

by Col Rao Ram Singh's Congress(]) group

Spenker of the last Atsembly, he had guit the
Congressi]| with his supporters after a fend
with Rng Birendra Singh. His victories in the
Alir bell —and the defest of Bireodrn
Singh’s people sich as Rao Banad Singh, Roo
Dalip Singhand Somdtra Devw —had cracked
Bifendra Singh's halsl.

Shiltlmg Scemiat Rom Singh, who had
once in “'selil defence™ fired into & crowd
mobbing hem. [med Dewi Lal im beratidryg
Tapase on May 24, Buat as be alio mel Rajiv
Uandhi “1e give him deirils of Rao
Harenire's delesiors™, 1he sl was elready
in ihe making After e Devi Lal party
bussed down to Dedhi to meei President
Sanjiva Reddy. Haryvana polos risdely awak-
eoed Rom Singh in Harvann Bhavas and
cmironied him with the shooting incident,
Later. both Abazan Lal and Devi Lal barged
im b drag him away and retreabed only when
hett ptilllied ol hds revalver. Howrs later; Ram
Simgh sald he was “resiewing' his support
for the Lok Dal-wrallinpee, ind added that
he war going (o meet M Gandhi

Dhevi Lak also neaded 10 hang on (o his
independents, among them Hukam Singh
from Salkawds and Sampol Singh fmom
Bhaitu Kulan, baih formar Lok Dal mem-
bers whoe bad besn densed sickets bot had
won ' anyway. The Lok Dal aksé gaihered
imdependents FRam Singh from Radaur and
Roshan Lal Tiward rom Kalthal. just belore
the party legislaiors” meeting o Moy 22 B
the most predom lroplies were Phiosol
Chapd of Mullvna sed Lal Sogh ol
Maraingarh

There was falk of gunrdiog the legis
s, and Badal offered the thelier of a
gurudwara and Nihangs. Lal Singh’s anc
Phool Chand's wives tried 10 ‘rescwe” the
hushands from Devi Lal®s cluiches —ihe im
pliation thit they had bees kidnapped wa

- Tupise -uth Dhewl Ll mnd Mangal Sein: e!rrhiHu-f_uhll conlrenin bon




repeated by Topase himsell when be tned (o
pooh-pooh Devi Lals majonty closm. Lad
Singh nearly slepped away with hes wile bl
Devi Lal shopherded him back on Lo the
bus outmde Lhe governor's residence

It was a dreary cnding to the con-
[rontation willh Tapase, who bad Kepll the
Eroup wiiling for newrty (wo Rowrs, whirks e
consilied Joinl Legal Reiembrancer Bk
Gugia about the constitational aspects of
the Dow Lal camps foremosl demand:
ihat Tapase cught o summon the Assembly
immediately and force Bhajan Lal to prove
ks manforiiy

Sorry Chapler: Tapase prediciably e
jecied this request later, and If was chear that
Bhajan Lal had mone than & month Lo woo,
buy and cosrce support for his minority

govermment. [l was an extraosdinary ending
& 8 0Ty chapier, 8 mess worsened by the

Lok Cral MLAs entertaln independest Lal Singh fcentre) while -irk-.rm'm; pusrd keeps watch

yworn 10, when asked how many deas b
party coukl buy, he cockily tolkl idDsa
Tonsy: * Do you think (hose who sell them-
sefves gre poing o tell you®

Sure enough, when Bhagan Lal's [35-
member Colinet was sworn in on May 27,
the ind=pendents got Tous cubines posts, and
three mumisierships of staie, Lachhman
Singh. who had abown the croknd path of
defection (o his felbow independents. was
followed by Sharda Kani, Phool Chand
Rajmder Singh, Lal Singh. Chanda’ Singh
and Kamm Khan, Aml, althugh Ram
Singh had desded that Bhajan Lal was trving
i Forge him to jodn By holding out the theeat
ol grrest, the ex-speaker mockly wenl awer,
Even more painful for Dewi Lal was the
defection of o fali-Redeed Lok Dal ws,
Brif Mohan Singia. Hypocnbically., the
Congressi ) decided (o re-admit all the de-
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goverpor’s blunder of lmstly bestowing
chiel minustership on Blajan Lal. I Tapase
had wailed wntfl after Ded Lals men’s
wlenliflication parads on May 24, 1o apnounce
that ke favoured the Brgest party over the
bargest coalition, ke would have besn on
form  gproumd for Adiécle &N of
the Constitition  clearly states that the
';u;n.'l:nm'r': decision  aboul mnsicy [or-
mation “shall be final and the volidity of his
decizion is ol opet Lo guestbon in & court of
lmw,

Altough the Comgress [) hacked down w
Ettle and anmounced on May 26 that the
A szambly sesxion wattld be admasonsd moch
before Tapase's deadline, it was clear that
Bhajan Lal kad already succeeded in luring
back enough independdent Mias 10 form &
majority goverament. The day after be was

Tecting independants wmito the party, revoking
ihe G-year suapengion slapped on them wlhen
ihey stood s indepedents.

Cléar Shenals: 'What will be interesting
it how Bhajan Lal accommaodates minister-
aspiranis from b other Congressl) o
thons. [adependent Lal Singh bad spnalied
his inteatben clearly during the oppositicm
MLas" noisy encoumier with the govermor
whei b tald reposters : " Even if Bhajan Lal
forme o minsdry with the majority, | shall
then nsk my wolers which side | shoqld
gupport, and if they say Bhajan Lal, then |
will joun bim, Write this alss: thal Devi Lal
his pat me here only becaise be had pro-
adeed me o ministership.” Signifcantly, Lal
Singh who was o deputy minisier in the
ouigoing cabfned, has been promoted 10
manister of sfake

MO S m e

I the end. it was o moral biunded
Fipaes's part, and that was glosag g

finr reposing Taith in the I-.-||!,;_--.| iintﬂ't :
it e cvenl of 8 légslative slalemure §
Hur the Congressily fuiled o resnond
the pomt thol f Tehpame's qoesjs
surdsiick was used, Kernla Governog
Venkatwchelium woubd huve had 1o asg
W bader Bk MNayanar 10 form g gg
ment, snce s was Lhe largest single papg
Lhe newly-elecied Assembly. Yet, Wegg
chellam had bestowed power on the Q)
|_|!Il.":l:||'|:|-|l.'lj Limated Leemceiraie Fros
very sori of Joose coaliion thal Tos
dowibed would hold fogether m le:,-.
Ekction Frmud :  wns clear 1hemels
thil in Haryama—and in neiglhog
Himachal Pradesh —the Congress{])
used the levers of power in Delhi o
minarily fminmined down the eieeis
throat. Oce Bhapin Lal occupied ihe
enknieterial chaie, be could easily hold
cabind podts belore prospaciive defecy
Simply put, the proceeds of the sale of tick
[0 progpeciive candidaies were now g
being used to boy defectors —leaving a g
profif for Mwiere fransactions.
Tapase is due to retire from his pogd
October this wear. An old  Har
CongressiO) follower of Morari Diessd )
served in Desai’s Bombay cobinet. Os
stormy Mondsy m Chandigarh’s [}
Bhevan, be was reminded bluntly by the Il
[al leader thiul be had been sppotnisd by
Janais governnsenl, that he had swali
the bmsalt of belng Uanslermed feom LAl
Pradesh 1o Haryana in Februsry 1950,
that he was a8 Harljas - gosernod 8
should comsider that there were 11 H
amang the Upposation MLas:
Abthough so one, nod even Presd
Reddy, could undo the damage Tapase
wioaghi. there wis no doubi that the g
nor had sel & pew and'disturbing prevess
in 0 slake where kegishtomn can e Iy
pver the coanter, where a man ks Gaya
swibched sides fodr limes on o Sogle
1967, and Hiranand Arva (now 2 Lok B
LA | ain times within 36 howrs a vear &
Worse still, despite the voiers” repeciion
defectors, despite the defeats ol “mosl
Bhajan I's hu.rl-i-pickﬁl mscn. | i
Ciandhi and her son bave been forced 1ol
hack ypon that anchetypal defectior
A fraud has been peopeirated
Haryani's volers; they have gof o go
ment they dos't deserve. 8 govermmenl
men Wwith mo momals or sdeology, willing
seil their slected posts to the highest hidder
this auction of ili-bred hore-fAesh
— CHAITANY A EALBACE 1n Cha

[MA TOEAY, JURE B, BF



