
Factiva 

FOCUS-Queen's India visit hit by row over protocol. 
By Chaitanya Kalbag 
604 words 
15 October 1997 
Reuters News 
English 
(c) 1997 Reuters Limited 

Page 72 of99 

NEW DELHI, Oct 15 (Reuters) - Queen Elizabeth's visit to India was hit by fresh controversy on Wednesday 
after an apparent misunderstanding over the protocol of her giving a speech in a provincial capital. 

British officials told reporters the Indian government had cancelled the speech the queen was to have 
delivered in the city of Madras on Thursday night because protocol demanded that banquet speeches on state 
visits be restricted to a single main event, which had already been held. 

But Indian officials said they could not have cancelled the speech because it had never been scheduled. 

"The question of cancelling a banquet speech that had never been included in the official programme at any 
stage just does not arise," an Indian Foreign Ministry statement said. 

The queen's state visit to India and Pakistan, marking their 50 years of independence from Britain, has already 
been hit by an exchange over Kashmir between London and New Delhi. 

A spokesman for India's foreign ministry told Reuters that New Delhi was upset about the latest fracas. 

"The Indian protocol is that the only banquet speech on a state visit is at one central event. No other banquet 
speeches are provided for in state capitals or other cities," he said. 

"At no stage did we receive any suggestion from any side that the queen deliver a banquet speech at any 
other event than the one hosted by the president," the spokesman said. 

The queen delivered a banquet speech in New Delhi on Monday night at a banquet hosted by President K.R. 
Narayanan. 

British officials said the queen was to speak at a banquet given in her honour on Thursday by the governor of 
the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, Fatima Beevi. 

A spokeswoman for Britain's High Commission (embassy) told Reuters: "(Buckingham) Palace was informed at 
the beginning of the week that there would not be an exchange of toasts in Madras. There appears to have 
been a slight misunderstanding. 

"If the Indian preference is not to have this exchange of toasts then we have no problem at all with that. It is 
just not an issue," the spokeswoman added. 

On Wednesday the queen opened a large Indo-British trade exhibition in Delhi, during which British firms 
expect to sign a string of deals. 

She then visited the Delhi Brotherhood, a monastic order that provides vocational training for young Indians. 

She watched beauticians painting the hands and feet of young brides with intricate traditional henna patterns 
and met young lepers engaged in hand loom weaving. 

"The queen is not upset or unhappy with the welcome she has received, nor in any way feels a snub," a senior 
palace official said. He said the idea of the Madras speech had come from the local Tamil Nadu state 
government. 

But an Indian official blamed the British side. "Some bureaucrats handling the queen's visit persuaded 
themselves that they could put pressure on a state government to work out an exception to protocol, in favour 
of the queen," he said. 

Foreign Secretary Robin Cook, who was travelling with the queen, has been attacked by the press for setting 
off a row with India over the disputed territory of Kashmir. 
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Cook has denied he had offered British mediation over Kashmir, and India denied that Prime Minister Inder 
Kumar Gujral had responded by calling Britain a meddling "third-rate power". 

But the damage was done. British newspapers criticised Cook, saying he had embarrassed the queen with his 
blunder and had underestimated Indian sensitivities. 
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