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~EW DELHI, May 25 (Reuters) - Afghan mercenaries, likely commanded by Pakistan i army officers, have dug 
o;mselves into high positions on India's side of a ceasefire line dividing Kashmir, a senior Indian defence 

IClal said on Tuesday. 

~hftree weeks of sharp skirmishing has raised temperatures between the hostile nuclear-armed neighbours and 
e 17 Indians dead and 90 wounded, but the Indian official said he would stop short of calling it war. 

~ttiS an act of aggression," he told Reuters. "It is extremely irresponsible behaviour. It cannot be happening 
I hout the sanction of Pakistan's political leadership." 

~he OffiCial, who did not want to be identified, denied there had been an intelligence fa ilure on India's part in 
etecting the infiltration by about 400 guerrillas from the Pakistani side. 

"You could call it a temporary surprise," the official said . 

~~dia has been caught off guard by the fierce fighting just inside its side of the so-called Line of Actual Control 
at diVides Kashmir between India and Pakistan . 

~~ime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee, who heads a caretaker government, was briefed by Indian army 
Of mmanders on Monday on the fighting. Vajpayee has been accused by the main opposition group, Congress, 

neglecting national security . 

~~ter on Tuesday, the Press Trust of India (PTI) quoted Vajpayee as saying he had spoken to his Pakistani 
unterpart Nawaz Sharif over telephone and had told him India would not allow intrusion in the Kargil sector. 

"I 
ta~ my talks with Pakistan prime minister yesterday, I had made it clear that we will not allow any intrusion to 

e Place in our territory," PTI quoted Vajpayee as saying . 

"All POSsible steps would be taken to clear our territory of intrusion," Vajpayee said. 

~~e are facing a new challenge in the Kargil sector. It is not just intrusion which takes place when the snow 
hel rts melting . This time the design is to occupy some territory and stay put there . Infiltrators are being 

Ped by Pakistan armed forces. The situation is totally unacceptable to us. " 

?~~Wing a detailed picture of the flare-up along the 720-km (450-mile) ceasefire l ine in the Ka rgil sector of 
lan-held Kashmir, the official said the guerrillas were led by Pakistani army officers. . 

~~ Said Pakistan-trained militants routinely infiltrated India 's part of Kashmir every summer to stage ra ids, but 
s time there had been a major change. "This time they've stayed put." 

"l 
heh::'dare receiving artillery support from the Pakistani side. We have noticed helicopters taking in supplies," 

I . 

lh 
5,~oPakistanl incursion had occurred along a glaCiated stretch between 10,000 and 17,000 feet (3,000 and 
ala 0 metres) high, and the Afghan "irregulars" had dug themselves in about half a dozen elevated positions 

ng a 120-km (75-mile) stretch of the ceasefire line, the offiCial said. 

~~aid the Pakistani objective appeared to be to cut off the strategic road that connects Sri nagar, the 
dist mer capital of India's Kashmir, to Kargil town and beyond It to Leh , the headquarters of Ind ia's Ladakh 

nct. 

~~~ai,~ India had succeeded in conta ining the infiltrators in pockets . "We have inflicted heavy casualt ies on 
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Earlier an Indian army spokesman said Pakistan continued to fire across the military control line. 

Of the inflitrators, the spokesman said : "Their present number is 250 to 300, the others were killed." 

Pakistani officials declined to comment on developments in hostilities in the Kargil and Drass areas. 

(C) Reuters Limited 1999. 
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