| ; e Page 45 of 95
Factiva g

FOCUS-India says Afghans in Kashmir intrusion.
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i i i ve du
NEw DELHI, May 25 (Reuters) - Afghan mercenaries, likely c.omm.apd.ed by Paklistanls::‘l;r;z frfgicaer:séer;:nce g
t €mselves ’into high positions on India's side of a ceasefire line dividing Kashmir, a
Official said on Tuesday.

i - ighbours and
Three Weeks of sharp skirmishing has raised temperatures between the hostile nuclear-armed neigh
left

it 17 Indians dead and 90 wounded, but the Indian official said he would stop short of calling it war.

i i i appenin
It is an act of aggression," he told Reuters. "It is extremely irresponsible behaviour. It cannot be happ g
Without the sanction of Pakistan's political leadership.

i i i ia's partin
The official, who did not want to be identified, denied there hgd bgen an intelligence failure on India's p
eteCting tl,we infiltration by about 400 guerrillas from the Pakistani side.

"You could call it a temporary surprise," the official said.

Indig

its si i ol
has been caught off guard by the fierce fighting just inside its side of the so-called Line of Actual Contr
th

at divides Kashmir between India and Pakistan.

3 . : 2
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee, who heads a c:retgker gz::/:zgg;ng;téh\za:]:i:egzc;:s\?mlg:13:03;’ éongress,
ighti j na
Manders on Monday on the fighting. Vajpayee has bee
Neglecting national security.

j i i kistani
Later On Tuesday, the Press Trust of India (PTI) quoted Vajpayee as saying he had spoken to his Paki

i i ion i il sector.
counterpart Nawaz Sharif over telephone and had told him India would not allow intrusion in the Kargil s
i i i ion to
In My talks with Pakistan prime minister yesterday, I had made it clear that we will not allow any intrusio
tak

€ place in our territory," PTI quoted Vajpayee as saying.

“All Possible steps would be taken to clear our territory of intrusion," Vajpayee said.
: i i i just intrusion which takes place when the snow
8 i e in the Kargil sector. It is nt_)t jus . ‘
s l’;;latci::]ng '?'h?:gr::\:atlLeengesign is to occupy some territory and stay put"there. Infiltrators are being
hebed by Pa?(-istan armed forces. The situation is totally unacceptable to us.

Drawing a detailed picture of the flare-up along the 720-km (450-mile) ;easefire I.ine in the Kargil sector of
\ dian-held Kashmir, the official said the guerrillas were led by Pakistani army officers.

ia' i ids, but
He Said Pakistan-trained militants routinely infiltrated India's part of Kaslrlmmlr every summer to stage raid
this time there had been a major change. "This time they've stayed put.

"They are receiving artillery support from the Pakistani side. We have noticed helicopters taking in supplies,
aid,

0 and
The i i i ng a glaciated stretch between 10,000 and 17,000 feet (3,00 N

S, :arl:wlcseE?:l)lnhc;ult\s'gl:igeozgr:raend"?r|geggula?s" had dug themselves in about half a dozen elevated positions
along a 120-skm (975’-mlle) stretch of the ceasefire line, the official said.

i that connects Srinagar, the
€ saj i i objecti eared to be to cut off the stl_'ateglc road ar,
4y "ncejrtgaep?;ﬁlzialr:\'d??se%\;iri?f to Kargil town and beyond it to Leh, the headquarters of India's Ladakh
dlstrlc '
t.

. i i ini infiltrators in pockets. "We have inflicted heavy casualties on
thee;a_l-? India had succeeded in containing the infiltra p

m{,
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Barlier an Indian army spokesman said Pakistan continued to fire across the military control line.

Of the inflitrators, the spokesman said: "Their present number is 250 to 300, the others were killed."
Pakistani officials declined to comment on developments in hostilities in the Kargil and Drass areas.
(©) Reuters Limited 1999.
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